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Lake Victoria, the world's 
largest tropical freshwater 
lake and a lifeline for 
millions, is in peril. Pollution, 
overfishing and unchecked 
human activity are choking 
its waters', destroying 
breeding grounds and 

~ depleting fish· stocks, while 
communities that depend on 
the lake face an uncertain 
future. For seven weeks, 
starting December 20, 
Weekend Vision is runn ing 
weekly stories examining this 
ecological crisis and what 
must be done to save Lake 
Victoria before it is too late. 
In this segment, Herbert 
Musoke and Gerald Tenywa 
examine how deforestation 
is pushing Lake Victoria into 
an ecological crisis and what 

. experts recommend to fix the 
problem. 

I
n May last year, a cyclone hit 
Kalangala district. Rose Nakawurigu, 
a member of the district disaster 
committee, says it lasted about eight 

minutes. 
Helen Nakimuli, the Kalangala District 

Woman MP, says the cyclone left three 
people dead, 28 injured, and destroyed 
houses and food crops in Kizzi, Mwena, 
Kalangala and Bugala villages. 

Experts attribute the cyclone to 
deforestation, which has stripped 
Kalangala of natural windbreaks, leaving 
communities exposed. 

"Cyclones have always existed, • 
but forests on the lake shores were 
barriers. Now that we've cleared those 
barriers, the winds move uphill and 
destroy everything in their path," Joseph 
Byaruhanga, the senior environment 
officer of Kalangala district, says. 

burning, and settlement expansion. 
According to district records, fores~ 

cover plumnieted from 54% in 1990 to 
just 22% by 2015. 

Location of Kalangala district 
"Every tree cut down exposes 

the soil to erosion, increases 
runoff into Lake Victoria, and 
destroys natural windbreaks 
that protect communities 
from disasters like cyclones," 
Byaruhanga says. 

The introduction of oil 
palm plantations in 2005 
accelerated this decline. ~ 
While initially confined to 
Bugala Island, the crop has spread 
to other islands, replacing indigenous 
forests with monoculture farms . 

"In Mugoye sub-county alone, forest 
cover dropped from 61% to 30% in just 
two decades, while oil palm expanded to 
3'fJ/o," Byaruhanga says. 

This shift has not only stripped the 
land of biodiversity, but also disrupted 
ecological services such as carbon 
sequestration and rainfall regulation. 

Charcoal production adds another 
layer of destruction: With declining 
fish stocks and limited alternative 
livelihoods, many residents resort to 
cutting trees for fuel and income. 

The rapid deforestation is threatening 
the survival of Africa's largest freshwater 
lake, exposing it to severe ecological 
degradation and risking the livelihoods 
of millions who depend on its resources. 

SH213M 
such as medicinal herbs, maintaining 
habitats for wildlife and protecting fish 
breeding areas. However, this buffer 
zone was not fully respected. 
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some farmers have small .plots that 
when they move further inland, even 
by 50m, they will hardly have any 
land left, making it difficult to meet 
obligations such as loan repayments. 
Farmers take loans in terms of 
fertilisers and maintenance costs. 

Uncontrolled oil palm cultivation 
has led to deforestation, to the 
disadvailtage of communities and 
other economic activities. Wildlife 
habitats have been destroyed, which is 
why morikeys and snakes now invaa'e 
residential areas. 

Deforestation in Kalangala has 
reached alarming levels, driven by 
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to preserve part of the forest cover, DlmICT'S TOTAL inland to leave the required 200m 
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