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Editorial 

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Second Deputy Prime Minister Moses Ali on being medically fit t un for MP: "I am not aware of 
any doctor advising me to abandon politics. I have not been to Germany this year; I only travelled there in October 2024." 

EDITORIAL 

Govt should ensure 
access to' new HIV·drug 

11
e National Drug Authority (NDA) on Monday an-

. nounced the approval o~the new ~ce-yearly injecta-
. ble drug for HIV prevention for use m the country. 

This drug, lenacapavir, was tested in Uganda and 
South Africa, where researohers found it was more than 99 per­
cent effective in preventing HIV infections among participants 
who were considered to be at high risk. 

Inform ation from the Ministry of Health indicates that 
around 38,000 doses will be received in March to enable a 
rollout to people in need. These doses are enough for around 
19,000 people, a quantity which might be too low given the 
growing interest in the drug and the large number of persons 

The. issue: 

HIVdrug. 

Our view: 

The 
govemment 
should~lso 
encour.age the 
private sector 
to import this 
drug so that 
Ugandans who 
can afford, 
should buy. 

that need to be targeted to avert large 
numbers of new infections. 

Uganda currently registers around 
37,000 new HIV infections per year. The 
country is also remaining with only four 
complete years to reach 2030, the time 
the countrY has committed to ending 
HIV/Aids as a public health threat. 

According to information from the 
Joint United Nations PrOgramme onHIVI 
Aids (UNAIDS), the 2030 target requires 
the country to "reduce new HIV infec­
tions by 90 percent from 2010 and a con­
tinued five percent decline per year after 
2030". UNAIDS also states that the coun­
try should "reduce Aids:related deaths 
by 90 percent from 2010" and "secure 
the sustainability of the HIV response 
through 2030 and beyond". 

According to the Uganda Aids Commis­
sion, the country should be registering 
fewer than 10,000 new infections to meet 

the 2030 elimination target. The rate at which HIV infections 
have been declining in Uganda is too-slow to meet the 2030 tar­
get, and thus, a radical action is required. According to our anal­
ysis of the government data, in the last five years, the number 
of annual new infections dropped from 53,000 to 36,648, which 
is a reduction of16,352 or 3,300 per year. 

One of the radical interventions to achieve the elimination is 
to maximise the potential of new technologies like lenacapavir. 
The other interventions include intensifying campaigns to in­
crease the use of condoms, being faithful to one's sexual part­
ner and the use of other existing pre-exposure and post-expo­
sure drugs in reducing HIV infections. 

:Lenacapavir is priced at $28,000 per person per year, but the 
generic version is expected to be available at $40 per person 
per year. There's thus a need for government and civil society 
to push for the availability of affordable versions of the drug, 
while ensuring that quality and efficacy are not compromised. 

The 38,000 doses expected in March will be purchased 
through the Global Fund. The Ministry ofHealth has not stated 
a clear position of whether they will buy more doses for Ugan­
dans to ensure widespread access. The government should be 
seen prioritising this through action of putting public resourc­
es to procure.some of these latest tecbnologies,like lenacapa­
vir, to revitalise the fight. The government should also encour­
age the private sector to import this drug so that Ugandans 
who can afford, should buy. 

com itment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. The Uganda Communication Commission (UCC) has imposed restrictions on live coverage of election 
resu~. . 
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Museveni's quest for regional 
stability can't be taken for gr~ted 

nNovember 2025, the African Union (AU) 
appointed President Museveni to medi­
ate the conflict in Sudan. This war has 
plunged the country into one of the grav-

est humanitarian crises in recent histo-
ry. The conflict, which began in April 2023, 
has claimed more than 24,000 lives and dis­
placed more than 13 million people. 

The AU believes President Museveni's long 
experience in regional diplomacy makes him 
a suitable choice to lead mediation efforts, es­

.pecially after several international initiatives 
failed to bring the warring parties to the ne­
gotiatingtable. Under this mandate,President 
Museveni is expected to urge an immediate 
cessation of hostilities, facilitate the opening 
of humanitarian corridors, and promote in­
clusive political dialogue aimed at restoring 
peace and national reconciliation in SUdan. 
. In March 2025, President Museveni also de­
ployed the Uganda People's Defence Forc­
es (UPDF) to South Sudan at the request of 
President Salva Kiir. This intervention fol­
lowed deadly clashes in which soldiers loyal 
to then Vice President Riek Machar mutinied 
and killed troops loyal to President Kill' in Na­
sir and parts ofJuba.At the time, South SUdan 
stood on the brink of another devastating civil 
war that would likely have collapsed the gov­
ernment and created yet another failed state 
in the region . The UPDF remains deployed as 
regional leaders continue to pursue a lasting 
political solution through dialogue: 

South SUdan has lived on the edge of insta­
bility since the death of its founding leader, 
John Garang,in a plane crash on July 30,2005. 
-His successor, President Kiir, has struggled to 
build a cohesive leadership witl! his former 

President Museveni de­
serves the support of 
all peace-loving global 
actors. 

deputy, Mr Machm; whose political ambitions 
have repeatedly fuelled internal conflict. The 
country's fragile tribal dynamics have further 
deepened divisions, leaving scars that may 
take generations to heal. 

The Dinka, led politically by President Kiir, 
often view themselves as the principal archi­
tects of South SUdan's liberation struggle,hav­
ing sacrificed immensely in the fight against 
domination from the Arab north. They ac­
cuse the Nuer,led by Mr Machm; of collaborat­
ingwith the Khartoum regime during the waI: 
Conversely, the Nuer regard themselves as 
more educated and internationally exposed. 
What South SUdan urgently needs,bowever,is 
a reconstituted national ~guided by pat­
riotism rather than ethnicltriballoyalties. 

Despite repeated calls for the Intergovern­
mental Authority on Development (Igad), the 
AU, and the European Union to deploy peace­
keeping forces before the eventual withdraw­
al of the UPDF,little tangible action has been 
taken. As ~ result, Uganda has shouldered a 

disprop'ortionate burden in preventing what 
could have escalated into g~nocide. Ironical­
ly, rather than being commended, some ac­
tors, both within the region and internation­
ally,have accused President Museveni ofbeing 
a partisan actor in the South SUdan conflict. 
This narrative is fur from the truth. 

As efforts intensify to restore peace and sta­
bility in both Sudans,President Museveni de­
serves the support of all peace-loving glob­
al actors. The two countries remain the "sick 
men" of the region and require sustained in­
ternational attention and assistance. 

Beyond the Sudans, Uganda continues to 
playa stabilising role elsewhere. The deploy­
ment of the UPDF in Somalia and eastern 
Democratic Republic of Co'ngo (DRC) is yet an­
other sacrifice aimed at restoring peace. So­
malia,once considered a failed state dominat­
ed by clan militias and al-Shabaab terrorists,is 
steadily rebuilding, thanks in part to Uganda's 
contribution alongside other partners. 

In easternDRC, the UPDF,at the invitation of 
the Kinshasa government, entered lturi Prov­
ince in November 2021 and dismantled Al­
lied Democratic Forces (ADF) cells responsible 
for mass killings and displacement. Working 
jointly with the DRC Armed Forces (FARDC), 
UPDF has helped restore relative stability, al­
lowing communities to. return home and 
cross-border trade between Uganda and DRC 
to flourish once again. The spirit ofpan-Afri­
canism will forever be his DNA. Reason why 
Ugandans should, without blinking an eye, 
vote for the man with a hut come January 15. 

I The writer is acting executive director, 
Uganda Media Centre 
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