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Kasese: The yield and field to Mr Museveni . 

O 
ear reader, looks like Mr Museveni 
will return to Kasese next week. Mbu 
he will hold a rally on Monday;Janu­
ary 12,2026,in Kisinga Town Council 
(neighbours the famous Kiburara). 
_ What brings Mr Museveni back to 

Kasese? The Bakonzo have a sayingthat"a 
hunter's need.not the game, decides the 
timing of the hunt".Mr Museveni's need is 
votes; he will cpme to Kasese hunting for 
votes. However, the official reason is that he 
will be in Kisinga (Kasese) to preside over 
the official upgrading ofNyabirongo Health 
Centre IV from Health Centre ill status. 

For the record, I am intimately associated 
with Nyabirongo Health Centre. Although 
I was born elsewhere,my birth was record­
ed as someonce born. at Nyabirongo Health 
Centre. Please foigive my immodesty. I was 
also involved in lobbying the Ministry of 
Health senior officials to fast-track the pro­
cess of upgrading Nyabirongo Health Cen­
tre ill to Health Centre IV status. 
The analysis is that Mr Museveni's rally iIi 

. Kasese on Monday;January 12, is likely to be 
his last for this campaign.It is very proba­
ble that from Kasese,he will be heading to a 
place near a polling station, waiting for Jan­
uary15. 

We don't have to read so much into this: 
in any case, there would have to be the last 
rally of the campaign. WhatNRM cadres in 
Kasese should concern themselves with is: 
Will Kasese offer Mr Museveni.the yield and 
field? 
. I,have said elsewhere that Kasese Dis­
trict 'NRM leadership is a complex animal. 

From 2006 to date, Bu­
konzo County East 
has never returned an 
NRMMP. 

The most complicated constituency is Bu­
konzo County East.From 2006 to date,Bu­
konzo County East has never returned 
anNRMMP. However,observerssayNRM 
seems to have a better shot at the Bukon-
ro County East seat in these elections. Dr Ju­
lius Rude Monday; the NRM candidate for 
Bukonzo County East, was second in the 
2021 election (he had an NRM-leaning can­
didate in the race). In 20Z6,Dr Rude is squar­
ingoffwith a divided Opposition (with can­
didates from National Unity Platform,Fo­
rum for Democratic Change and People's 

"""'---"--_ . Frontfor Freedom.).It is a safe bet to say that 

For instance, there are almost no NRM ac­
tivist cadres (keyword: Activist) in Bukon­
ro County East. To fill the gap, civil servants 
(particularly those worlQng outside Kasese) 
born in Bukonzo County East have taken to 

. subtle mobilisation for the NRM. 
The district NRM leadership is still reel­

ing from the PSE (Party Structure Elections) 
in which Dr Crispus Kiyonga lost his posi­
tion as district NRM chairperson. The politi­
cal divide between Bukonzo and Basongora 
counties is more visible than ever. 
The fear is that the voting patterns for can­

didates vying for entire-district constituen­
cies like (district chairperson and District 
Woman Representative) may reveal some­
thing more ugly.It is very probable that 
a candidate may get 90 percent from his 
county,revealing a divided district. 
Question then is: how far can this Buson­

gora-Bukonzo political divide impact the 
vote count for candidate Museveni? 

Mr Museveni's visit to Bukonzo County East 
will give Dr Rude's candidature a psycholog­
ical edge. Indeed, Dr Rude has framed him­
selfas the man who returned NRMto Bu­
konzoEast. 
I personally ask Mr Museveni for two 

things: Upgrading Kiburara Health Centre n 
to Health Centre ill and a secondary school 
in KitabuSub-coUnty. Yes, this is the county 
in which Mr Museveni always returns dec­
imal vote numbers. In fuet, there is an elec­
tion in which Mr Museveni is said to have re­
ceived one vote from one of the polling sta­
tions inKitabu Sub-county. 

And dear reader,ifMr Museveni delivers 
my tractor (I have been begging bim),Kas­
ese shall offer the yield and the field on Jan-
uaryl5.. ' 

I Mr Bisiika is the fonner executive.editor of 
the East African Aagpost. 
apisiika@gmail.com 
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Why I willvote on Thursday 

U
gandans go to the polls on Thursday; 
Ja'lluary 15, to elect a president and 
members to the national legislature, 
the Parliament. 

For the first time since 2006,1 will 
exercise my constitutional and 

inalienable right to cast a ballot for the 
President ofUganda and thetwo Members of 
Parliament,one for the regular constituency 
and the other for the slot of District Woman 
Representative. 

I last voted in 2006, the second time 
followingthe 2001 polls.After 2006,every 
election cycle found me far awayfrom the 
country of my love-Uganda For whatever 
reasons, Uganda's Electoral Commission (EC), 
the government at large, but especially the 
legislators who pass the relevant electoral 
laws,have disenfranchised citizens abroad 
byfuiling tomake possible voting outside the 
country. 
, It shouldn't be, not in the 21st Century. 
Most countries that are, on balance,run 
democratically have provisions for voting 
abroaciBut then, Uganda is not run 
democratically.If anything,itis on a firm 
path that is,at best,amockery of democracy. 
Any claims to the contrary are either 
illusions or sheer dishonesty. 

The apotheosis of Uganda's democratic de­
cline has coincided with the longer stayin 
power of President Museveni.In other words, 
the longer Mr Museveni has stayed on, and 
clasped his grip on power, the less democrat­
ic and more autocratic Uganda has become. 
There is a positive relationship,o~ to use a 
rather technical tenn,correlation, between 
Museveni's long rule and Uganda's slide into 
deeper authoritarianism,making ours not a 
democratic country by whatever standards 
and measures one might employ. 

This is unsurprising.No nation can grow 
and entrench key institutions of democrat­
ic government when there is one ruler at 
the top for such a longtime as Mr Museveni 

l ~,ll(:ld the..h~ofUganda ~40years and 
. coWlting. 

I encourage all fellow ci­
tizens, duly registered to 
vote, to turn up and exer-
cise their right to vote. 

~ 

In what has essentially become a one­
manlife presidency; an imperial rule on 
steroids, Uganda has undergone tremendous 
political reshaping in which checks and 
balances have been eroded and democratic 
institutions defanged. 

Arguably,no other frontline institution 
that is so central to the practice of d~ocracy 
today fuces a dire crechbility deficit as the 
body that oversees the conduct of elections 
in which I will participate on Thursday - the 
EC. 

Itis not just that the EC's top brass is 
appointed by the same president, who 
doubles as a candidate in an election 
managed by that very bo<:ly,itis also that our 
election management body has displayed 
unmistakable bias and partiality as to enjoy 
the confidence of the public. 

By far the most egregious conduct by the 
EC,quite unprecedented,is the controver­
sial disqualification of candidates on ac­
count of irregularities in the documents pre­
sentedfornomination. This phenomenon 
of'de-nomination",done only weeks to elec­
tiqn day and in a rather absurd act of the EC 
reversing its own decisions made onnomi­
nation day,is a slap in the EC's ownfuce! 

Columnist Daniel Kalinaki so laconical­
lypointed out last week,in vintage Kalina-

, ki thoughtful and colourful metaphor, that 

the case and done objectively,although the 
fuct that most of the de-nominations have 
been against Opposition candidates and in 
fuvour of the rulingparty,theEC has acted in 
the most undemocratic manner. 

A complaint against nominated candidates 
cannot be treated so casually as an adminis­
trative matter to be decideCl in a tribunal of 
the same election management body.Rath­
er,it is amatter best adjudicated prudently 
in a proper court of law in which the EC itself 
would be a respondent. 

Unfortunately,EC's crechbility deficit is eas­
ily matched by the collapse of]udicial inde­
pendence and the evisceration of due pro­
cess for which thejudicial branch of govern­
ment is the foremost custodian. 

Inmyview,there is enough basis to ar-
gue that in the same way the EC has quickly 
shown to be a body that subyerts rather than 
midwives the democratic process, the Judi­
ciarytoo has turned into a tool of injustice 
rather than a temple of justice. 

Assuming this holds true,itis a sad 
commentary on Uganda's elusive quest for 
democracy. These two institutional spaces, 
the EC as the election management bo<:ly, 
and the Judiciary as the umpire of rule ofla~ 
taken together are by far the most important 
pillars of afunctioning democracy. 

All said,1 willjoin other compatriots at the 
polls on Thursday to perform the civic duty 
of participating in a process thatibelieve is 
fundamentally flawed.l will do so dutifully 
and fullyaware of the long,protracted 
and often traipsed path in the struggle for 
genuine democratic government 

As night follows day,the EC will announce 
Mr Museveni the winner. Yet,regardless of 
this fud,1 will showup and cast my vote for a 
candidate of my choice.I encomage all fellow 
citizens,dulyregistered to vote, to turn up 
and exercise their right to vote.It is a civic 
duty expected of all citizens. 

the EC shouldn'tInaIk its own homework! By I 
correcting its own wrongs, assuming that is 

moses.khisa@gmail.com 
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Opinions 

Religion and 
science: Cracking 
the HIV/Aids code 

~ 
our decades since the 
scientific discovery of 
the HIVVirus and it's 
resultant progression ~ 

to Aids disease,ifnot 
count:ered,a cure is yet to 

be comprehensively arrived 
at, although advanced science 
has been able to keep the virus 
at bay using methods like gene 
editing therapy, treatment by 
injections,immunotherapy, 
stem cell transplants, vaccine 
research etc. 

Notwithstanding, there is 
a less pronounced method 
of keep ingthevirus at bay 
through Christian values held 
by certain individuals, whose 
testimonies can be subjected to 

. scientific methods of enquiry 
and found to be credible. 
When I was invited by the 

Uganda Aids Commission 
to give a keynote address 
on November 28,2025,at 

There is a need 
to address 
wrong theolo­
gical teachings 
that prescribe 
only to miracle 
cureofHIVI 
Aids and deni­
grate science 
as beirig sata­
mc. 

Mbarara University of Science 
and Technology during 

about how the Christian faith 
played a key part in ensuring 
abstinence from sex for those 
with HIVbut had lost their 
spouses and faithfulness to one 
another forthe HIV positive 
couple. 

All the 10 were openly free to 
speak about their HIV status 
and to explain that their Chris­
tian values were responsible 
for their boldness,motivation 
not to spread the Virus and de­
sire to warn those who were lax 
about the dangers of the virus. 

Even when many were sex­
ually active priorto acquiring' 
the virus and some promiscu­
ous, they had a spiritual trans­
formation that led them to live 
sexually pure lives.Religious 
moral values, along with scien­
tific methods,have played a key 
role in combating HIV/Aids. 

In my estimation, I cannot 
think about a group ofpeople 
painstaking swallowing daily 
medicines, with some side ef­
fects, but who arejolly and very 
exuberant with great humoUI: 

The major downside they 
seemed to agree on was the ar­
gument that the TLDmedi­
cine they take maybe respon­
sible for high incidences of dia­
betes and high blood pressure 
among their population. 

Relatedly,there is worry about 
reduced international funding 
for HIV/Aids assistance, which 
is likely to affect the much 
needed life-saving drugs,com­
munity health sensitisation 
and programmes like HIV test­
ing. . 

There is aneed to address 
wrong theological teachings 
that prescribe only to miracle 
cure ofHIV/Aids and denigrate 
science as being satanic. Wait a 
moment! Wasn't Luke the au-

. thor of the Gospel of Luke and . 
Acts nierred to as a physician, 
or better put, doctor? 

Didn't Jesus Christ, the son 
ofGod,creditmedical doc­
tors? He, therefore, approved of 
their profession whenhe asked. 
'Shouldn't a sick person seek 
a doctor?'(Luke 5:31-32; Mark 
2:17,Mathew 9:12-13). 

It is reassuring that one of the 
most openly,HIV positive ad­
vocate,Dr Stephen Watiti,is a 
Born-again Pentecostal medi-the National HIV and Aids 

Symposiurn,1 found itfittingto 
invite along eight women and 
two men who have been living 
with the HIV virus for a period 
ranging from 16 to 34 years! 

cal docto~ who has vouched for 
science and religion in address- • 
ingHIV/Aids. 

The common denominator 
among all the 10 is their 
Christian witness that has 
played a key part in keeping 
at bay the HIV virus through 
adherence (apart from one) to 
religiously taking their Anti­
retro Viral (ARV) drugs. 
Testimonies were given 

IfHIV/Aids is to be eliminated 
in Uganda by2030,combined 
effort will be needed through 
increased government 
funding to bridge gaps of 
reduced donor support and 
religious leadership to promote 
the gospel of sexual purity, 
faithfulness in marriage, in 
addition to other government 
interventions. 

Rt Rev Dr Fred Sheldon Mwesigwa is the Bishop of Ankole 
Diocese, an Associate Professor of Religious Education and 
Chancellor of Bishop Stuart University . ... 
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