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ozens killed as battles 
rage over 2026·.eiections 
UGANDNS 
BG)L VOICE. 

Inci.dents have been 
recorded in Butambala, 
Luweero and.Wakiso 

~'districts as well as in 
Kampala City (Makin­
dye Division. 

BY MONITOR TEAM 

r e death toll of people killed dur­
ing the polling day violence has 
increased to at least 12 people, 
with dozens more injured in. sev­

eral parts of the <:entral region and in 
~palaCity. 

The latest deaths are seven people 
suspected to be supporters of the in­
cumbent legislator, Mr Muhammed 
Muwanga Kivumbi, who were shot 
dead by security personnel in Butam­
bala District on Thursday niglit. 

The atongaoRegional Police com­
mander, MsJ-ydia Katushabe, con­
finned the death of the seven people in 
an incident where three other people 
sustained bullet wounds. Police claim 
that the supporters of Mr Kivumbi 
stormed the district tally centre thrice, 
prompting a clash with the security 
personnel,an allegation he denies. 
Mr Kivumbi lost to Mr Erias Mukii­

bi, an independent, who was declared 
the winner of the Butambala County 
constituency election. Police said they 
have also arrested 25 people on allega-

. tions of assault of security personnel in 
Butambala District. 

Meanwhile, five people were shot 
dead by the security personnel in Lu­
weero and Kalungu districts on Thurs­
day. 
In Kamp~a City, there were running 

. battles between Opposition supporters 
arid security personnel in many parts 
of Makindye Division in Kampala City 
and Makindye Ssabagabo Municipality 

- -Butambala MP Muwanga Kivumbi (atop vehicle) engages supporters.durjng his rally at KasozHn Butambala District 
on December 19,2025. Sources said seven people suspected to be Mr Kivumbi's supporters were shot dead on 
Thursday night during a clash at the district tallying centre,f'HOTOjCOURTESY OF NUP MEDIA FACEBOOK 

in Wakiso District over results released 
at different polling stations. Busabala, 
Ndeeba, Gangu and Najjanankumbi 
were some of the affected areas. 

Kampala Metropolitan Police deputy 
Spokesperson Luke Owoyesigyire said 
their officers were responding to the 
chaotic situation. 

"Our teams are on the 
ground to stop the distur­
bance. I can't give an as­
sessment report for now 
because the operation is 
still ongoing,"Mr Owoye­
sigyire said. 

Protesters blocked the 
roads with debris and logs 
before setting them on fire. 
The security personnel respond-
ed by firing tear gas and bullets at the 
protesters. 

This chaos started at around 9am yes­
terday, but the security personnel had 
not brought the restive areas to calm by 
3pm 

Protesters often emerged from resi­
dential areas and hurled I'QCks at the se-

curity personnel, who responded with office and then set it on fire. We were 
bullets and tear gas canisters. unable to stop them because they did 

Similar incidents were witnessed in it at lightning speed,"Mr Kivumbi said. 
Kayunga District where supporters of Maj Gen James Kinaalwa, who is a res­
the National Unity Platform (NUP) can- , ident in the district, responded to quell 
didate for the woman seat, Ms -Harriet the protests in vain. 
Nakwedde protested the results that : The protesters blo~ed the Kampa­

indicated that the National Re- ; la-Kayunga Road with logs and rocks. 
sistance Movement (NRM) . Police then called in reinforcement 

candidate, Ms Jackline from the military that sent soldiers on 
Birungi, was leading. the streets, and cleared the debris from 

The protesters raided the roads. An unidentified number of 
the tally centre at Nten- protesters were arrested and are cur­
jeru Township, where rentlydetainedatthepolicestations. 
they were later chased· On Thursday night, armed men 

away by the security per- dressed in military uniform alleged-
sonnel. ly raided several polling stations along 

Protesters are alleged to Entebbe Road in areas of Mpala and 
have turned their anger on the Kisubi Township. where they fired sev­

NRM offices in the district, and set eral bullets in the air before they alleg­
them on fire. edly made off with ballot boxes con-

Mr Jamada Kivumbi, the NRM Kayun- taining cast ballot papers. 
ga District registrar, said the suspects The police declined to comment on 
stole Shs15m that was kept in the office the polling station raid incidents. 
to pay their workers. Reporting by Fred Muzaale, AI Mah-

"The men came with ajerry contain- di Ssenkabirwa, Karim Muyobo, Brian 
ing fuel. They sprinkled the fuel in the Kensiime & Andrew Bagala ' 

www.monitor.co.ug 

High tension, 
agitation engulf 
vote counting 
in Kampala 
BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. Chaos and allegations of 
malpractice erupted at the Kololo Tal- . 
ly Centre in Kampala City yesterday as 
Opposition parliamentary candidates 
clashed with National Resistance Move­
ment (NRM) rivals and electoral officials 
over contested results for Kampala par­
liamentary constituencies. 

With the Declaration of Results (PR) 
forms under intense dispute, the validity 
of arliamentaryresults within constitu­
encies in Kampala seems to now hang in 
the balance. 

Opposition candidates yesterday ac­
cused Electoral Commission (EC) staff 
of bias and professional misconduct at 
the Kololo Tally Centre, which serves as 
the central hub for verifying results from 
Rubaga, Kampala Central, Makindye, 
Nakawa, and Kawempe. By press time, 
NRM's Minsa Kabanda had been de­
clared the winner of the Kampala Cen­
tral Member of Parliament seat, defeat­
ing, among others, NUP's David Lewis 
Rubongoya 

At the tallying centre, the Kawempe 
South parliamentary candidate, run­
ning on the National Unity Platform 
(NUP) ticket,Mr Fred. Nyanzi, challenged 
the official figures, claiming they contra­
dict the DR forms in his possession. 

Shortly thereafter, a scuffle broke out 
between his supporters and those of 
NRM's Madinah Nsereko after Mr Nyan­
zi's request to reconcile their tallies was 
ignored. 

Specifically,results from Mulago IIPar­
ish and the Makerere Africa Hall polling 
stations were among those that remain 
as flashpoints of contention. 

At the same tally centre,NUP's Kawem­
pe North parliamentary candidate, Mr 
Elias Nalukoola,alleged that returning 
officers are attempting to overturn his 
victory in fuvour ofNRM's Faridah Nam­
bi through "erroneous"tallying. 

Earlier, Mr Rubongoya stormed out of 
the tallying centre, alleging that Ms Ka­
banda, the Kampala Capital City and 
Metropolitan Affairs ministe~ was allo­
cated more votes than the total number 
of registered voters at seVera). polling sta­
tions. 

Dr Roy Ssemboga, another parliamen­
tary contender, said his agents were 
locked out of the Kololo Tally Centre. 
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BY ANTHONYWESAKA 

KAMPALA. The Ministry of Educa­
tion and Sports has postponed the reo­
pening of all schools and education in­
stitutions across Uganda to Tuesday, ; 
February 10,2026. 

The ministry cited the need to ensure 
the safety of millions oflearners during 
the ongoing election season. 
In an official statement issued yester­

day,the ministry revised its earlier direc­
tive of January 6, which had scheduled 
~the reopening of schools for the first 
term for February 2. . 

"Themi.niStry hereby informs you that 
due to the general elections and to en­
sure the safety of all learners, all schools 
and education institutions across the 
country are directed to reopen on Tues­
day, [Februaryl10,2026,~the circularre-

Polls: Commencement of new school term postponed 
leased by the Education ministry and 
signed oftby its. permanent secretary, 
Dr Kadrace R Turyagyenda,read in part. 

The move affects all educational in­
stitutions nationwide, including public 
and private schools. 

"For a,!oidance of doubt, this includes 
all international schools, tertiary insti­
tutionS, and universities,~the statement 
read in part. 

The ministry explained that the ad­
justment was made to allow for a safe 
and smooth electoral pr.ocess while 
minimising potential disruptions to 
learning activities and safeguarding stu­
dents. 

School administrators have been di­
rected to strictly comply with the re-

In a statement, Education 
ministry's permanent secretary 
Dr Kadrace R Turyagyenda . 
yesterday said: "The-ministry 
hereby informs you that due 
to the General Elections 
and to ensure the safety of 
all learners, all.schools and 
education institutions across 
the country are directed td re­
open on Tuesday, [February] 10, 
2026 ... For avoidance of doubt, 
this includes all international 
schools ... and universities:' 

vised dates and to follow the approved 
school calendar published on the minis­
try's official website. Parents, guardiaIli 
students,and the general public have al­
so been urged to take note of the chang­
es to avoid confusion. 

The ministry reassured stakeholders 
that further updates,if ~ will be com­
municated through official channels. 

Ms Turyagyenda, in her earlier Janu­
ary 6 school calendar release,reiterat­
ed the offiCial school hours, noting that 
learning in primary and post-primary 
schools shouldrunfrom Sam to 4:30pm, 
while preprimary schools should oper­
ate from Sam to 12pm(midday). 

To address traffic congestion,particu­
larly in urban areas, head teachers of 

boarding schools in the Kampala-_ fet­
ropolitan Area have since been advised 
to stagger the opening and closing dates 
for different classes .. 

The ministry's permanent secretary 
added that school opening days, visita­

, tion schedules, and other major annu­
, al events should be organised in consul­
. tation with neighbo~ institutions to 
: avoid congestion and disorder. 
. "Management of these functions 

should adhere to the guidelines for 
the safe conduct of entertainment and 
co-curricular activities and the election 
of student leaders in pre-primary, pri­
mary, and post-primary schools,»Ms Tu­
ryagyenda said in her earlier communi­
cation. 
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