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Election measures disrupt 
cancer care~ hospital access 
3ANDNS 
DLDVOICE 

As the countryvoted~ 
patients battling chron­
ic illnesses fdlilJd them­
selves cut offfrom care 
by internet blackouts, 
cash shortages and 
staUed transport. 

BYTONNYABET 

.~I II 
.. 

The recently concluded presiden­
tial and parliamentary elections 
brought significant disruptions 
to daily life in a country heavily 

Cancer patients and their careta.kers sit outside a ward at the cancer institute in Mulago, Kampala .. PHOTO/FILE 

reliant on a cash-based economy, mo- such as food, soap, transport fares, or 
bile money, and public transJ?Ort. small out-of-pocket costs for diagnos-

In the'days leading up to and dur- tics like X-rays. 
ing the election period, authorities Mr Moses Echodu, the executive di­
imposed a nationwide internet shut- rector of the Uganda Child Cancer 
down, dting security concerns. Public Foundation (UCCF), an organisation 
transport, particularly long-distance supporting children with cancer, ob­
bus companies that ferry patients to : served a noticeable drop in outpatient 
Kampala(hometomajorfadlitiessuch : attendance during this period com­
as the Uganda Cancer Institute and oth- . pared to normal days. 
ernationalreferralhospitals),hasbeen : "Patients who were already admit­
largely suspended due to safety fears. . ted orwitbin the hospital received care 

These combined disruptions, includ- ; because nurses, lab technicians, and 
ing internet and mobile money (cash ; pharmacists remained available every 
withdrawal) issues, halted transporta- . day,"Mr Echodu explained. 
tion,andchallenges accessingcash,cre- : "However, outpatients trickled in 
ated barriers to healthcare access, espe- : very small numbers. There's always 
dally for vulneraole groups. : an impact when such disruptions oc-

Patients with chronic conditions : cur. The question now is how we rap­
such as cancer, who often require pe- . idly support those patients when they 
riodic check-ups', treatments, scans, or return-perhaps on Monday or later," 
medications, faced particular hard- he added. 
ships. Many rely on family remittances . Mr Echodu emphasised the critical 
via mobile money to cover basic needs : roie of mobile money for cancer pa-

tients and families, who frequently re­
ceive funds from relatives and friends . 
to afford essentials apd treatment-re­
lated expenses. 

"While we understand security con­
cerns, decisions like these must fac-

BACKGROUND 

Cancer survival rate in Uganda 
remains low, at around 20 
percent, according the Ministry 
of Health . According to the 
Health Sector performance 
report, there were 51,718 
deaths in health facilities in 
the 2024/2025 financial year, 
a seven percentage point 
increase from the 47,991 deaths 
in the 2023/2024 financial year, 
according to the new 2025 
report. 

tor in patients facing life-or-death sit­
uations daily. Considerations should 
extend beyond just the internet to in­
clude mobile money, transport, and ac­
cess to basic funds,"he added. 

A senior doctor at the Uganda Can­
cer Institute (UCI), who preferred to 
remain anonymous due to concerns 
about job repercussions,acknowledged 
the broader effects. "Of course, the dis­
ruptions affect services. Internet shut­
downs impact everything-even peo­
ple can die from delayed care. So many 
things are involved. But you speak to 
the Executive Director (ED) because 
these days when you speak, people 
think you this ... ,"the doctor said. 

However,Dr Jackson Orem,the UCl ex­
ecutive director, offered a more meas­
ured view: "Not that much, because the 
doctors were there, and I think patients 
must have prepared themselves for 
election time. There was no breakdown 
in service delivery,"he said. 
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KamUli CAO, CFO charged 
overShs600mroad~orks 
BY JULIET KIGONGO 

KAMPALA. The Chief Administra­
tive Officer (CAO) and Chief Finance 
Officer (CFO) of Kamuli District have 
been charged before the Anti-Corrup­
tion Court over alleged abuse of office 
and causing financial loss relating to 
payments for road construction works 
worth Shs600 million. 

Mr Nasser Mukiibi,49, the district CAO, 
and Mr Alex Kifuuse, 53, the CFO, face 
four counts under the Anti-COllfUption 
Act. They appeared before Grade One 
Magistrate Esther Asiimwe, where they 
denied the charges. 

According to the charge sheet, the two 
offidals are accused of abusing their of­
fices between May and June 2025 by ir­
regularly processing and approving 
payments for the construction and re­
habilitation of the Nawanyago-Kisozi 

Road without adhering to required pro­
curement procedures. 

In the first count, prosecutors al­
lege that Mr Mukiibi and Mr Kifuuse 
approved Shs403,445,460 to Raven 
Knights Ltd for purported construc-

: tion materials without following pro­
curement laws. The second count con­
cerns Shs167,537,500 paid to Total (U) 
Ltd for fuel and lubricants allegedly for 
the same road works, again processed 
irregularly. 

The third count relates to 
Shs29,061,010 paid to Kamuli District 
Engineer Daniel Mufumba for road sig­
nage, traffic diversion controls, estab­
lishment of campsites, equipment mo­
bilization,and allowances, also without 
observing proper procurement proce­
dures. 

In the fourth count, prosecutors 
claim that during the 2024/2025 fi-

Kamuli District CAO Nasser Mukiibi and the CFO, Mr Alex Kifuuse, before 
the Anti-Corruption Court. PHOTO/COURTESY 

nandal year, Mukiibi and Kifuuse ir­
regularly approved payments totaling 
Shs600,043,970 to Raven Knights Ltd, 
Total (U) Ltd, and Mufurnba for rehabil­
itation wom on the Nawanyago-Kisozi 
Road that were never Carried out. 

The two applied for bail but the pros-

ecution requested additional time to 
verify documents submitted by the 
proposed sureties. 

The court will issue a ruling on bail 
after verification and will then set 
dates for plea-taking and the·hearing 
of the case. 

Poll glitches 
not enough to 
invalidate vote, 
saysUHRC 
BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 
& KARIM MUYOBO 

KAMPALA. The Uganda Human 
Rights Commission (UHRC) chairper­
son, Ms Mariam Wangadya, has urged 
candidates dissatisfied with the Jan­
uary 15 general elections to seek legal 
redress through the courts, sayiilg the 
t..echnical and procedural shortcomings 
observed on polling day did not funda­
mentally undermine the overall fair­
ness of the vote. 

Releasing the Commission's prelim­
inary election observation report on 
Sunday in Kampala, Ms Wangadya ac­
knowledged delays and challenges but 
said they were not severe enough to in­
validate the elections. 

"If anyone feels aggrieved by the re­
sults, the law provides a clear avenue­
the court. Recommendations are not 
orders, but the Constitution provides 
remedies where a person feels their 
rights were affected," Ms Wangadya 
said. 

She emphasised that the Commis­
sion would question the integrity of 
elections only ifvoters were deliberate­
ly denied the right to vote. 

Justification. 
Had we seen voters 
being denied their 
right to vote, I would 

have said this affected 
the election's fairness. But every 
registered voter who turned up 
was able to vote. Failures of 
biometric kits were technical,~d 
procedural issues do n~t go to the 
fundamental issue of the freeness 
or fairness of an election,"s." 
Mariam Wangadya, UHRC 
chairperson 

"Had we seen voters being denied 
their right to vote, I would have said 
this affected the election's fairness. But 
every registered voter who turned up 
was able to vote. Failures of biometric 
kits were technical, and procedural is­
sues do not go to the fundamental is­
sue of the freeness or fairness of an elec­
tion," she said. 

Ms Wangadya noted that delays in 
voting in some areas-particularly 
Kampala, Wakiso, and Mukono, where 
polling materials arrived as late as 
lOam-were addressed by extending 
polling hours, although some presid­
ing officers did not receive the directive 
in time. According to the report, biom­
etric voter verification kits functioned 
effectively in a limited number of poll­
ing stations, including parts of Kyank­
wanzi,Buliisa, Napak, Bunyangabu, Ka­
renga, Kaabong, Nakapiripirit, Moroto, 
and Rwentojo Ward in Mbarara District. 
In areas such as Yumbe and Wakiso, the 
kits were not delivered at all, forcing 
election offidals to revert to the manu­
al voters'register. 

Ms Wangadya said the UHRC de­
ployed 121 observers drawn from its 
staff to 990 polling stations across 78 
districts, operating through 12 regional 
offices,including Kampala, Gulu,Arua, 
Hoima,Jinja,Masaka,and Mbarara. 
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