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of the A . can roE e , 0 Obse 'Vation ISSIO Goodluck Jona an : "The chief of the Uganda Defence Forces issued a statement 
telling people that after voting they should go home. This contradicts the law, and because it came from the head of the military, it intimidated voters. The 
army should not interfere in elections. The army should also not make statements regarding election day." 

Low voter turnout 
should .concern us all 

V
· oter apathy is clearly growing. With every. election, the 

percentage of adult Ugandans who choose to go to 
the voting booth in the general elections is declining. 
Last week's presidential and parliamenta' 

ry election saw a very low turnout, 52.5 percent, accord­
ing to results announced by the Electoral Commission. 
It presents ,i"forrnidable challenge for our democratic processes, 
rnarlted by a pervasive lack of interest and motivation to partici­
pate in elections. 
This phenomenon stems from various caus­

es, including disillusionment with candi­
dates and a perceived ineffectiveness of voting. 
Understanding these underlying issues is crucial for leader­
ship. Furthermore, it is essential to implement targeted engage­
ment strategies that can effectively revitalise participation. 

Every Ugandan election cycle has been marked by a cer­
tain level of violence, intimidation, ballot stuffing, bribery, 
blatant rigging, and all kinds of detriments to the process. 

The lack of civic education is a chron­
ic indictment of the process, where-

, as the lack of civic competence among 
The issue: the populace is often highlighted too. 

Vital steps mu,st be taken to strengthen po­
litical advocacy and. encourage active in-

Our. View: volvement. 
By addressing voter apathy head-on, 

the country can foster a more engaged 
electorate and ensure that their voic­
es are heard in the democratic process. 
It is crucial to infgrm people about 
the significance of voting and its di­
rect impact on their living conditions. 

There is a direct correlation between civ­
ic education programmes and elector­
al participation, with informed individu­
als being more likely to engage in elections. 

Stakeholders must collaborate with other 
organisations, and advocacy groups can am­
plify efforts and reach a broader audience. 

Voter apathy stands as a formi­
dable barrier to democratic par­
ticipation, marked by a pervasive 

lack of interest and motivation among eligible voters. 
This disengagement significantly impacts not just indi­

vidual electoral outcomes but also undermines the col­
lective voice of the people who depend on active in­
volvement to advocate effectively for their members. 

To tackle this pressing challenge, fostering a culture of en· 
gagement and implementing targeted strategies that en­
courage participation in the electoral process is essential. 
Voter turnout is a crucial part of any successful election as it de­
termines which voices are heard and the urgency of the popula­
tion's concerns. 

A higher voter turnout promotes a more repre­
sentative democracy in which the government re­
flects the varied perspectives and needs of the people. 
Increased voter turnout enhances the legitima­
cy of election results, directly contributing to the over­
all health and trust in democratic institutions . 

When citizens activ:ely participate in local elections.the demo­
cratic process is strengthened;and the principle of governance by 
the people is reinforced to maintain confidence and public sup­
port oflocal government. 

Our commitment tq you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed wheneve.r you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoo . Senegal were crowned champions of Africa for the second time in their history after edging hosts Morocco 1-0 
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Internet shutdowns strangle 
delllocratic accountability 

A 
government should not order a blan­
ket shutdownpfthe internet unless 
a state of emergency has been de­
clared.A state of emergency is de­
clared in specific circumstances that 
are prescribed by the Constitution. 

These circumstances include the risks to a 
country's existence or territorial integrity. 

If a state of emergency has not been de­
clared and then the government orders an 
internet shutdown, it exposes the govern­
ment~dinternaintermediariesto~­
ble claims for businesses losses,among oth­
er legal claims. Moreover, national security 
cannot be used as pretext to sanction state 
criminality. 

In accordance with Article 1 of the 1995 
Constitution, those individuals who govern 
Uganda must do so with the voluntary con­
sent of the citizens. This voluntary consent 
to govem,must be renewed every five years 
through transparent, free and fair elections. 
To avoid a situation where the voluntary 
consent of citizens is "manufactured"by the 
electoral management body,there must be 
a free flow of information before, during 
and after elections. 

Consequently, democratic accountability 
is enabled through these periodic elections. 
Therefore, once elected, leaders are answer­
able to the citizens at all times during the 
exercise of their leadership mandate on be­
half of the citizens. This accountability rela­
tionship requires the free flow of inform a­
tion that enables the citizens to know how 
leaders are exercising their mandate. When 
the government orQ,ers an internet shut­
down, this act violates these expressive free­
doms and the concept of democratic ac­
countability. 

Before the isolated 
shutdowns are carried 
out, there must 
be judicial 
oversight. 

DanielM. Walyemera 
Internet shutdowns 

On 13 January 2026, the Uganda Com­
munications Commission (UCC) ordered a 
blanket internet shutdown in Uganda. This 
was on the pretext that the Inter-Agency Se­
curity Committee had made a "strongrec­
ommendation"to prevent electoral fraud, . 
misinformation and disinformation. Oth­
erreasons included prevention of public vi­
olence and national security. None of the 
aforementioned reasons meet the legal 
threshold for a blanket internet shutdown. 

The Inter-Agency Security Committee did 
not seekjudicial scrutiny oftheir"strong 
recommendation"to UCC. Consequently, 
the said recommendation was not ground­
ed in law and there was no judicial over­
sight,prior to its execution. 

In a free and democratic soci.~ the rule 
oflaw reigns supreme in every action of the 
government. 

International human rights standards 
frown upon blanket internet shutdowns. 
There are, however, specific circumstances 
that may require internet shutdowns. These 
specific circumstances do not permit to-

tal internet shutdowns. The internet shut· 
downs have to be specific to the potential 
threats identified by intelligence servic-
es. This is to avoid total shutdowns that im­
mobilise everyone. 

Before the isolated shutdowns are car­
ried out, there must bejudicial oversight.Ju­
dicial oversight enables the courts to assess, 
on a case-by-case basis, whether the intend­
ed reasons for an internet shutdown meet 
the Oakes test. The Oakes test is a three part­
test that an intended government restric­
tion must pass before it is deemed legally 
justifiable. 

The intended government restrictions 
must first be"provided for by the law. Sec­
ondly,they must be"necessary"and third­
ly,they must be "proportionate to the legiti· 
mate aim pursued"by a government. 

Apart from United Nations and African . 
Union instruments that restrict internet 
shutdowns, a specific soft law instrument 
was in October 1995, adopted by experts in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, to precisely set 
the parameters of the legitimate use ofna­
tional security for government restrictions. 
This was in view of the abuse of"national 
security" as an obscure reason to cover-up 
state criminality. 

This soft law instrumentknown as "The 
Johannesburg Principles on National Secu­
~Freedom ofExp~ion and Access to In­
formation"lay down the exact limits under 
which national security can be used for le­
gitimate government restrictions. 
In additiori to the United Nations and Af­

rican Union instruments, the Inter-Agency 
Security Committee is encouraged to read 
the Johannesburg Principles in order to 
make more informed and citizen-centred 
recommendations, to avoid rule by disinfor­
mation. 

I Dr Daniel M Walyemera is an advocate 
of the High Court of Uganda. 
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