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prep ... Taxed. You jump choose leaders who decide 
on a boda to link up with where that money goes, 

. friends at Acacia ... the fuel ~ you're told: uYou're too 
is taxed, which is why the young. Wait until you're 
transport fare hurts. By 18." But when you commit 

taxed, but not represented. 

HAT DOES ~'TAXED BUT 
NOT REPRESENTED" 

lunchtime, you've already a crime, you are charged - 1~1~~ll!iI'mH 
ti-:::~ b~XTai~~f: a~o~eak helped fund the nati Q-9!." f a? ~nA~u..IA\,..rn.aDVr,~~~5lf .'1. 
~ ',' . ,. • .,PM~~\.. - Bummerl WeLCOme to the.. This phrase once 

gr~\a ~'K'e'9Vm $(jijlarAftel' '.' Ye'tl.vhe·n it's time t o··... <"C£ teeri"""(j'jfemma oft e ye!"a'!":r~: ' "-""'!p~o~wered revolutions. It-

simply means this: ifthe airtime, and data. 
government takes your • Transport costs driven 
money, you deserve a voice up by fuel taxes. 
in how it's used. • School supplies taxed 

And before anyone says, before they hit the shelf. 
UBut teens don't pay taxes," You may not earn a salary 
let's be real. Teens pay _ yet butlXour PO$ket money 
. d' rift d vt"Jc..b · 1J J II"Y'I,">j'rt- 1 tIJH:.-, l i'';.<I' 
In Ire,,:, ~es.every ay: IS a rea y pa 0 ne "'" 

• VAT~on snacks, drinks, national economy. . ... 
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_internet is back. . 
Notifications are blowm, up 
from old messages. No nots. 

ng online to abuse the 
same government that employs 
your brothers, sisters and 
parents. 

.' ~ ~ . \ . ".. .o ' . . . .. ..... - . _. . .... ~.~ .~ . .. . ~~. 
'''''''''~' Harder to predlct.'. #·~.to remain engaged citizens .. ===~~=~~.<" .: ... Less loyal to political later in life. Democracy, it 

.~r;,~$;====:==~~~ " parties. •• turn~ out, is a habit best 
'_ • More likely to demand learned young .. 

change violently as we 
,Legally voting is tied : ~ have seen in recent Kenyan 

~to adulthood. In most " ~ riots mostly led by young 
countries, including . pe?~le. . 

a, the age of majority . GIVing teens the vote 
IS 1i. That's when you're could force leaders to 

• ' d to' talk about education 
.... Vote. -. ~ affordability, mental health, 
• Sign contracts. unemployment, and aigital 
• Be fully responsible ~· ....... safety; T~pics that don't 

der civil law. . always Win easy applause. 
• The logic? At 18, you're So the .quiet fear may not 
. assumed to have the . be teen Ignorance, but teen 

aturity to make long-term disruption. 
decisions. But here's where 
things get complicated. At 
16, teens can already: 

• Sit national exams that 
determine their future. 

• Be charged under 
criminal law. 

• Work, hustle and support 
families. 

• Be affected by laws that 
~ere made by lawmakers 
they didn't help choose. • 

So the question becomes 
uncomfortable: If 
responsibility starts befo!p 
18, why does representation 
wait? \ 

HE CASE FOR LOWERING 
HE VOTING AGE TO 16. 
Supporters aren't saying 

teens know everything. 
They're saying teens know 

enough to matter. 
1. Political Awareness 

Starts Early. 
.. -4Teens debate politics 

NOT EVERY TEEN IS IN A 

But this debate can't be 
honest if it only centres 
elite or Kampa{a teens. 

What about: _ 
, Rural teens. 
,Teens out of school. 
, Teenage workers, young 

mothers, and caretakers. 
These young people feel 

government decisions 
directly, through healthcare, 
food prices, and safety, but 
are often missing from civic 
conversations altogether. 

Lowering the voting 
age without addressing 
inequality could still 
leave the most vulnerable 
unheard. 

Representation isn't just 
about age. It's about access. 

IF 16-YEAR-OLDS 
OTE WHAT COULD GO 

f teens are old enough to 
nd the state, they're old 

enough to understand it. 
.What's needed:: ..... 
.. , Civic education taught 

. earlier and better . ...... ~ 
. ,Simple explanations of 
how Parliament, taxes, and 
budgets work . 

, Media literacy to fight 
misinformation. 

, Spaces for respectfu I 
political debate. 

Democracy shouldn't 
arrive suddenly at 18 like a 
surprise exam. It should be 
trained for. 

""JI!I"'II!9'I"""'WI~I9I~1II .. ~. !'t' . : ~ ... 
~~~~~~~..:I.Cr._.. ,.", 

UT YOU'RE NOT 
_~ 1t . 

:UtiW4ijU·i>t ::~ 
Even witho.ut the ballo;, ." • ' . • 

teens can still:. ' . I . ..: 

, Join student leadership .' 
and youth councils. '. 

, Engage in community ... 
forums. . ' ...:.. 

, Ask leaders hard . 
questions. .. 

, Learn how systems work. 
Democracy doesn't begin 

at the polling station. < 

It begins with your voi , 

. l 

S IT ABOUT MATURITY 

in school, dormitories, 
classrooms, taxis, and 
online spates. They 

'organise climate change 
campaigns, school forums, 
and community clean-ups. 
Awareness already exists 
and voting would simply 
legitimise it. 

Lowering the voting age _: 
'without preparation could !'!9,,~~oi:;:;rti!.wi~ 
lead to: •• 

Critics often say that 
teens are "too emotionaln 

or "too na'lve and easily 
influencedn to vote. 

But let's paus~. 
Adults (fully grown ones), 

still fall for misinformation 
.....,.; .......... and free handouts from 

. . candidates. 
They still vote based on 

~ tribe, anger or WhatsApp 
... group peer pressure. So 

maybe the hesitation isn't 
'ust about maturity. Some 

. argue it's also 
power. 

ng voters are: ....... ~."" ,'. 

2. Representation Forces 
Accountability. 

If teens could vote, 
leaders would have to care 
about: 

• More education funding. 
• Youth mental health. 
• Jobs and skills training. 
• Curbing schools from 

ever increasing school fees 
every year. 

Right now, teens are 
discussed about, not with. 

3. It's Not Unprecedented. 
Countries like Austria 

allow voting from 16 years 
of age. Evidence shows that 
early voters are more likely 

• Voting based on trends, 
not policies. 

• Manipulation by social ' 
media propaganda. 

• Civic confusion rather 
than empowerment. 

These risks are real. 
Ignoring them weakens the 

" argument. .. 
,. Which is why the solution • 
isn't just more voters, it's 
better preparation. 

. HE REAL FIX: CIVIC 

AflItflItittCII Voti n g is 
optional for those aged 
16-17 and compulsory 
starting at 18. 
AWIU'II's: The first EU 
country to lower the 
voting age to 16 for all 
elections. 

Teenagers 
can vote in national 
elections starting at 
age 16. 

voting age to 16 for all 
elections, including 
general and European 
Parliament elections. 
N ' The legal 
voting age is 16. 

K/1tfIdorn: 

lowered to 16, set to 
be fully implemented 
for the next general 
election. 

-Voting is 
optional for 16 and 
17-year-olds and 

ot: Voting is 
universal and optional 
for citizens aged 16-17. 

Lowered the 

Following a landmark 
2025 decision, the 
voting age for all UK 
elections has been 

IJJ"I~":. Citizens can 
vote if they tu rn 17 

Teens are already part of 
the system; economically, 
socially, and politically. 

So, the real question 
"Are teens ready to vote?" ...... ~ 
It's this: "Is democracy 
ready to include them?" . 

Because if you're old , 
enough to fund the state 
through your snacks, ,, ' ~ . .-' 
your rides, and your data . ~ 'l' 
bundles, maybe you're old . J 
enough to help decide its ". 
future too. 

during the year of the 
election. 
IndoMiha: The 
national voting age 
is 17. 
North ICOI'IO: The legal 
voting age is 17. 
fimor.LtIttf Teens are 
eligible to vote starting 
at age 17. 
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