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Tea export earnings decline: . 
Uganda's tea earnings dropped in the first 
quarter of the 2025/26 financial year falling by 
$3.45m from $15.7 4m in the three months to 

. June 4025 to $12.29m, according to data from 
Bank of Uganda. The decline was a continued 
trend, which has been declining since 2023 . 

. Middlein~me. 1 . . . Ubos data shows Uganda's lower 
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~=SffiE:;~~ middle incomestatus · g up 
income status, (!'ccording to data from 
Uganda Bureau -of-Statistics (Ubos). 

A pre-election report released by 
. Ubos indicates that the industry sec­

tor registered good growth expanding 
by 6.9 percent in the 2024/25 financial 
year. 

The growth was 1.4 percentage 
points compared to 5.5 percent regis­
tered in the 2023/24 financial year. 

Ubos noted that the expansion re­
flected strong momentum in both 
manufacturing and construction. 

Despite the growth, a previous re­
port by Uganda Manufacturers Associ­
ation (UMA) indicates that Uganda'sm­
dustrial capacity continues to perform 
below capacity,largely due to the high 
cost of doing busine5$. . 
. . The Ubos report further shows that 
agriculture, forestry, and fishing also 
registered strong growth of 6.8 percent, 
up from 5.6-percent in the 2023/24 fi­
nancial year. 
Howev~ the services sector; which re­

mains a key contributor to economic 
activity, registered subdued growth, ex­
panding by 5.4 percent, which was low­
er than the 6.4 percent registered in 
the 2023/24 financial year. 

~ Lowermiddleincome 
The--growth, the report notes, con­

tinued to sustain Uganda as a low­
er middle income country, with per 
capita growth in terms of gross do­
mestic p'r{)duct improving to $1,306 
(Shs4.69m) in the 2024/25 financial 
year, which is almve the entry measure 
of $1,136 (Shs4.08m). 

While delivering the 2022 State of the 
Nation Address,_President Museveni 
announced that Uganda had attained 
the lower middle income status. 

However, the World Bank, which insti­
tutes different measures for income at­
tainment challenged the pronounce­
ment'3.S premature. 
. Government has, however, since 
maintained that Uganda had attained 
the lower middle income status, which 
would be cemented if the country 
maintains the income per capita in­
come for at least three years. 

Key figures 

$1,13 
While delivering the 2022 State of the 
Nation Address, Mr Museveni saisl 
Uganda's Income per capita had risen 
to $1,13. 

$1,306 
Ubos data shows that Uganda's gross 
domestic product per capita has 
improved to $1,306 (Shs4.69m) in the 
2024/25 financial year 

Ubos data indicates that Uganda's middle income status is now cemented with 
per capita income rising in the 2024/25 financial year to $1,306 (Shs4.69m) 
from $1,159 (Shs4.16m) in the 2023/24 financial year. PHOTO / FILE, 

Ubos data indicates that the status 
lias now been cemented with per cap­
ita income rising in the 2024/25 finan­
cial year to $1,306 (Shs4.69m) from 
$1,159 (Shs4.16m) in the 2023/24 fi­
nancial year. 

The World Bank measures the mid­
dle income status under two catego­
ries, with lower middle income rang­
ing between $1,136 (Shs4.69m) and 
$4,495 (ShsI6.15m), while upper mid­
dle income ranges between $4,496 

(ShsI6.16m) and $13,935 (Shs50m). 
Ubos data further indicates that 

Uganda's gross national income per 
capita during the 2024/25 financial 
year improved from $1,131 (Shs4.06) 
in the 2023/24 financial year to $1,278 
(Shs4.59m) in the 2024/25 financial 
year. 

The report further shows that on the 
demand side, during the 2024/25 fi­
nancial year, aggregate demand grew 
by 10.5 percent, while investments 
and export receipts rose by 7.2 percent 
and 36 percent, respectively, refiecting 
broad-based growth and stronger do­
mestic and external economic activity. 

Stronggrowthmomentum 
Ubos executive director Chris Mukiza 

said in notes published with the report 
that government expects to maintain 
strong growth momentum going for­
ward. 

"Currently the domestic economy is 
projected to expand by 6.6 percent in 
real terrns,and register ab<>ve 7 percent 
growth in the medium t:erm,~he said. 

Dr Mukiza said the growth will main­
ly be driven by expansion in oil and gas 
sector activities, with first oil produc­
tion expected in the 2026/27 financial 
year, creating significant linkages with 
manufacturillg, construction, trans­
port, real estate, tourism; financial ser­
vices,and agriculture sectors. 

Other drivers will include continued 
investment in infrastructure develop­
ment, including roads, railways, high­
ways, bridges, industri.al parks, and 
affordable electricity, facilitating in­
creased industrial and manufacturing 
activity. 

Government will also need to 
strengthen agricultural and agro-pro­
cessing output, supported by the on­
going parish development model, in­
creased access to irrigation equipment, 
machinery and extension services. 

Dr Mukiza noted that government 
is also working towards expanding ac­
cess to well established markets within 
the region and around the globe. 

I<idepo Valley ranked among Africa's 10 safari parks 
Tourism. I 
DOROTHY NAKAWEESI 

Uganda~s Kidepo Valley National Park 
has been ranked among Africa's top 10 
safari parks, scoring 4.58 points out of a 
possible five (5) score. 
Thesurvey,conductedby SamnBoo~ 

ings.com, analyzed 2,665 reviews writ­
ten by safari-goers and international sa-
fariexperts. ->Jr. ._ ~~ .... 0 II ~.L ... .1.. d \.. ~ 

It indicates thaIrKitiepo¥all.f¥.Nati9D.­
al Park was ranked number 10 for its 

good supply of giraffes and four of the 
big five (no rhino), including a massive 
supply ofbufihlo herds. 

Animals named among the big five in­
clude lions, elephants, buffalos, rhinos 
and hippbpotamus. 
In Uganda, chimpanzees and gorillas 

also form a bigger part of menu for sa­
fari selling. 

However, Kidepo Valley Nation­
al Park was ranked lower than nine 
other game parks,.. with.serenget:i.Na­

UiTcmaiBar!c, Irow.enZartlbmi Ncitioq.­
al Park, Okavango Delta, Sabi Sand Pri-

vate Game Reserve and Ruaha Nation­
al Park, formlng the list of Afrlca's top 
safari parks. 

SafariBookings.com named South 
Africa as the best country to visit with 
12 of the top 50 parks residing in the 
southern Africa country. 

Search for safaris 
Worldwide searches for safaris in 2025 

hit their highest in five years, showing 
that as of AugusU~Spsafari,search­
§S had iNcrease<lJby$4Jperceilna§ove 
the five year average, which highlights 

the growing trend and appeal that sa­
faris have to offer. SafariBookings.com 
remains the largest online IIlaIketplace 
for African safaris. Tanzania's Serengeti 
National Park received an overall rating 
of 4.86 out of 5, which was largely high­
er than any other: park and a slight im­
provement on its 2025 score. 

On the other hand, Zambia's Low­
er Zambezi National Park, received an 
overall rating of 4. 73 out of 5, making it 
Afri~ssecond11igh~t.e<LsaiariPark 
due t<tif4}good supply-ofi1h~Ve,. 
and many different types of safari trips, 

such as boats and walking safaris. 
Okavango Delta, in Botswana ranked .. ~ 

as Africa's third highest rated safari 
park, with SafariBookings.com, high­
lighting that it is one of the most sus­
tainable safari parks, offering visitors 
an opportunity to see all animals in the 
big five and multiple ways of enjoying 
a safari trip. 

South Africa is home to most of Afri­
ca's safari parks that feature in the top 
50 ranktiltJ ~""lJ2,+fulfowed by Kenya, • 
which h~ n.aJfctsnmzania, which has 
nine parks that rank among the top 50. 


