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BY ISMAil BATEGEKA Kiryandongo secures ShSl.lb for classroom infrastructures 
KIRYANDONGO: The Kiryandon­
go District Local Government has 
latillched a major education infrastruc­
ture project worth Shs1.11b aimed at 
easing congestion and improving the 
learning environment in public prima­
ry schools across the district. 

KIRYANDONGO DISTRICT LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
DUCATION PROJECT 

firmed the development and called on 
parents to play an active role, particu­
larly by supporting school feeding pro­
grammes. 

"Parents, I urge you to contnbute food 
for your Children as part of the school 
feeding initiative. When children are 
hungry, they cannot concentrate in 
class. FQod keeps them healthy, active 
and focuSe-d on learning,~ Ms Aliguma 
said. 

The latillch happened on January 
3, at Kiryandongo District headquar­
ters. This investment will fund the con­
struction_of new classrooms,"pit-Ia­
trines, staff houseS, and offices in some 
bfthe most overcrowded and under-re-

UGX 1117 BILLION-

sourced schools. . 
District leaders said the project comes 

at a critical time, as Kiryandongo con­
tinu~s to experience rapid population 
growth and hosts a l;u-genumber of ref­
ugee learners. 0·· 

~~\l Under the initiative, Bweyale Pub­
lic Primary School will receive a new 
two-classroom block, while Kaduku Pri­
mary Sehool will get a two-classroom 
block with an office and a store.Namily­
ango Primary School will benefit from 
a four-classroom block and a 1o-stance 
latrine. 

NEW CLASSROOMS, 
, TAFF Huu .... :-iJ. 

OFFICES 

Currently, the district's average class­
room-to-pupil ratio stands at 1:84,far 
.above the national recommended ratio 
ot: 1:53. This means that one teacher is 
often responsible for an tlllffianageable 
number of pupils in a single classroom. 

The situation is more severe at Bwey­
ale Public Primary School, where some 
classes have a pupil-to-classroom ra­
tio of up to 1:114.As a result,pupils are 
forced to sit on the floor, share desks, or 
attend lessons from outside through 
windows. 

Additional works include the con­
struction of a five-stance latrine at Nd­
abulye Primary School, a two-class­
room block with an office and store 
at Mboira Priniary School, and a staff 
house at Alarotinga Primary School to 
help attract and retain teachers. Con-

The Kiryandongo District Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Mr Deo Kabugo, speaks at the launch of Kiryandongo 
Districteducation infrastructure project on.January 3. PHOTO/ISMAIL BATEGEKA. 

A retired education officer,Mr Mtlllira 
Gahtillba,said such levels of congestion 
negatively affect learning outcomes, 
discipline and individual attention to 
learners. 

"Many children struggle to tillder­
stand lessons, while teachers are over­
worked and tillable to give adequate 
support to each pupil,~ Mr Gahunba 
said. "6truction at the various schools is ex­

pected to begin in February. 
DiStrict officials said the new facilities 

will sIgnificantly reduce congestion,im­
prove sanitation and hygiene, and cre­

.~te a more conducive en$urunent for 

teaching and learning. 
Speaking at the latillch, Deputy Chief 

Administrative Officer, Mr Deo Kabu­
go cautioned contractors against poor 
workmanship and delays, warning • 
that the district would not tolerate sub- j 

standard construction. • 
"Quality is not negotiable in Kiry- : 

andongo. We want strong classrooms 
that will last for many years. Contrac­
tors must adhere strictly to all required 
standards and specifications,~Mr ~bu­
go said. 

He also remind'ed head teachers that 
maintaining school.infrastructure is 
their responsibility. He urged schools to 

inch,lde maintenance costs ill their an­
nual work plans and budgets to prevent 
facilities from falling into disrepair. 

"Government can build, but schools 
must also protect what has been built," 
he added. 

The Kiryandongo District Chairper­
son, Ms Edith Aliguma Adyeri, con-

District leaders hope the new invest­
ment will mark a turning point in ad­
dressing overcrowding and improving 
the quality of education in Kiryandon­
go. 
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still·in office have largely u. I I.~ 
stayed away from their 
workpl~ces, instead 
spending most of their 
time canvassing for 
votes. 

focus from service delivery tQ politics. . Politics. sion, to develop clear and effective plans are core responsibilities of their offices. 
for garbage control "One of the main roles of politicians 

"The town clerk of the municipality and technical officers is to ensure drain-
"Our leaders have forgotten us. They Our leaders have 

are busy campaigning every day, yet forgotten us. They 
garoage is piling everywhere. They on- are busy campaigning and t}1e division town clerks mustmalte age channels are clean. If·this careless 
ly come back when they want votes. every day, yet garbage • sure this town is clean because this situ- handling of garbage continues, Masin­

· ation is embarrassing,~he added. di may face a serious health crisis. Lead­
• Mr Nandinda also. criticised politi- ers must go back to t,he drawing board 
; cians who are still holding office but and ensure the town and its divisions 
; have shifted their attention entirely to are clean,~he said. 

: When elections come, service delivery is piling everywhere. 
=====:::;======== ; stops. No one supervises garbage trucks, They only come back 

, and no one is held accountable. Leaders when they want votes. BY ISMAil BATEGEKA 
& ALEX ASHABA : are busy addressing rallies insteas.i of of- When elections come, 

• flces," says Mr Joseph Kato, a resident of ; service delivery stops. No one ; campaigns. Mr Jackson Mbonereha, the Masindi 
· "Politicians who are still J;Ul1I1ing offic- Municipal secretary for finance, stated . Central Division. supervises garbage trucks, and no 

M 
asindi Municipality is grappling ' Others added that garbage collection . one is held accountable. Leaders 
with a growing garbage crisis, has become irregular, with some neigh- are b.usy addressing rallies instead 

es have abandoned their responsibili- that the municipality spends approx­
ty of garbage management and are in- imately ShS200 million annually on 

with residents accusing local bourhoods ignored for weeks. • of being in offices," - MrJoseph . stead focusing on looking for votes. This waste management. . 
negligence may lead to serious disease "We cannot operate beyond our leaders of abandoning their re- Residents further warned that the • Kato, a resident of Central Division 

Sllonsibilities in favour of election cam- poor waste management poses a seri- . 
~paigns. ous health risk. 

Residents say since the start of the po- During rainy days, garbage blocks 
litical campaigns, several leaders who drainage channels, causing flooding 
are still in office have largely stayed and pro cing foul smells. Many fear 
away from their workplaces, instead outbreaks of diseases such as cholera, 
spending most of their time canvassing typhoid, and diarrhoea if the situation 
for votes. ' is not urgently addressed. 

As a result, routine services such as In the Central Division,residents say 
garbage collection have been neglected, garbage collection remains inconsist­
leaving large parts of the town littered ent. While some areas receive attention. 
with waste. others are neglectecL 

- - By Wednesday, heaps of tillcollected Although private garbage collectors 
garbage were visible in many areas, es- operate in the municipali~ residents 
pecially iri the Central Division. Rub- argue that they are poorly supervised 
bish could be seen dumped along road- and do not cover all neighbourhoods. 
sides, in markets, near shops, and with- At Masindi Central Market, one trader, 
in residential areas. Mr Micheal Asiimwe, says the garbage 

Plastic bottles, polythene bags, food piles are affecting their businesses,add­
remains,and other waste have report- ingthat those who deal in food vending 
edly gone tillcollected for days. have customers who fear buying food 
Sf)!J!e~~ts;S3,~tl1f~~tiRnPear ?}eertPenq!:lb~h- 1 J: a lli L 

ly shows that leaders have shifted their "Wetryto keep our stalls clean, but the 

outbreaks,~hewarns. budget. We are doing our best with the 
: Central Division currently spends limited funds available,~said Mr Mbo­

garbage outside stays there for a long j about Shs16m per month on garbage nereha. 
time. Flies are everywhere, and custom- ; collection, but officials are proposing an However, a local leader who is still 
ers complain. We fear diseases, but we j increase to Shs30 million. serving and asked for anonymity de-
don't know who will help us,"she says. • The budget covers market clean- fended the reduced presence oflead-

The Masindi Resident District Com- • ing, waste collection from designated ers in their offices, saying it is difficult 
missioner (RDC),Mr Darius Nandinda, : points, drainage clearance, and commu- to separate official duties from politics 
says he is deeply concerned about the : nity sensitisation on proper waste dis- during the campaign period. 
state of cleanliness in the town and ac- : posal It also caters to paying casual la- "We cannot sit in the office when our 
cusedleadersofneglectingtheirdl~ties. : bourers,fuellinggarbagetrucks,andre- colleagues are out campaigning. We 

"There is a lot of garbage in Masindi : pairing waste collection equipment. normally divide our time between pol-
Town,and it is very shameful. The town • Masindi Town has expanded rapid- itics and running offices," the leader 
clerk of the municipality and the divi- : ly in recent years due to increased busi- said. . 
si6n town clerks must ensure the town : ness activity, schools and population He added that some leaders feel less 
iscleaned,~saysMrNandinda. : growth. pressure to remain in their offices when 

He directed the Masindi Municipal : This has led to higher volumes of progTammes are moving according to 
town clerk and the mayor to take im- : waste, yet resources for garbage man- . plan. ~ 
mediate action to ensure garbage is : agement have not increased prop or- "If things are moving the way we 
collected and the town is restored to a • tionately. . budgeted and planned, why should I be 
clean state. : Mr Nandinda reminded both political there all the time? I also need to cam-

He also ordered all division tovmq~ lead~¥-~calstaffthat-.sarbagej- paignbecause9!lP£~_~paigning,~ 
clerks, including those in Central Divi-. .- management and drainage cleaning he said. 
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