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UGANDIlS 
LDVOICE Who are the five new Workers~ 

representatives in Parliament? 
Two incumbents won 
seats while three others 
will leave the House by 
end of their term in May. 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

ore than 600 workers'delegates 
gather¢.atKibuli Secondary 
School on. Monday to vote for 

individuals who will repre-· 
sent their views in Parliament between 
2026 and 2031. 

The contest, which attracted 25 candi­
dates, brought in three new faces, and 
only two incwnbents managed to re­
tain their seats. The two other incum­
bents were trounced, while one did not 
seek re-election. 

One of the new faces is Ms Fiona Na­
kku, an independent National Resist­
ance Movement (NRM)-leaning can­
didate who won the National Female 
Workers Representative race after beat­
ing the incumbent and the party's of­
ficial flag bearer, Ms Agnes Ktmihira 
A~oli. . 

Ms Nakku garnered 290 votes against 
Ms Kunihira's 287 votes. Other contest­
ants in the race were Ms Al)igail Atuku­
nda, who got 27 votes, and Ms Phina 
Mugerwa Masanyalaze, who got one 
vote. One vote was invalid. 

In the battle for the remaining four di­
~~ elected Workers' parliamentary 
represen!atives, new face Annet Birun­
gi scooped the first position after gar­
nering 358 votes. In the second position 
was Mr Gilbert Agaba, another new 
face, who scored 351 votes. On~ofthe in­
cumbents and NRM Central Executive 
Committee (CEC) member,Mr Arinait­
we Rwakajara, scooped the third posi­
tion with 289 votes, while his counter­
part, Ms Margaret Namubiru Rwabus­
haija, took the fourth position with 207 
votes.Anotherincumbent,Mr Abdulhu 
Byakatonda,did not make itback. . 

Who are they? 
F"lOnaNakku 
This was Ms Nakku's third attempt 

to clinch a seat in Parliament between 

Left to right: The five newly-elected workers representatives in the 12th Parliament Annet Birungi, Margaret Namub­
iru Rwabushaija, Arinaitwe Rwakajara, Fiona Nakku and Gilbert Agaba after the polls at Kibuli Secondary School on 
Monday. PHOTO/ LBRAHIM KAVUMA 

2021 and 2026. In 2021, she ran for the 
Busia District Woman MP race and 
lost to the NRM's Auma Hellen 
Wandera.In the race that at­
tracted nine contenders, 
Ms Nakku came fourth 
with 8,184 votes, while 
Ms Auma got 33,701 
votes. 

During the NRM inter­
nal parliamentary polls 
lastJuly,Ms Nakku expressed 
inten:st in holding the party's 
flag for the position of the National Fe­
male Youth MP. A section ofindividu­
als, with proof from the National Iden­
tification and Registration Authority 
(Nira), petitioned both the High Court 
and the party secretaTIat,asking for her 
disqualification because she was above 
the 3D-year age cap for contestants. 

The party EC chairperson, Dr Tanga 
Odoi (PhD), later disqualified Ms 

Nakku, which prompted her 
to turn her focus on the Na­

tional Female Workers 
Representative as an In­
dependent candidate. 
"I can't believe that 1 

have finally made it [to 
Parliament," the excited 

and speechless Nakku told 
reporters upon being de­

clared winner. "I will work for 
allworkers indiscriminately,"added the 
31-year-old. 

Outlining her priorities, Ms Nakku 
said: "We have workers who walk long 
distances to go to their workplaces, es­
peciallyfactories, but you find that they 
are paid Shs3,OOO per day, which is too 
low. And on this low pay, the workers 

are not allowed sick leave, so their situ­
ation is dire and need urgent response 
that can only be done through proper 
legislation." 

"My other focus is salary disparities 
among the science and arts teachers, 
which is affecting the learners. All the 
teachers are doing the same job and 
their needs are alike ... and thus they 
need to have fair and equal pay," she 
added. 

An net Binmgi 
Ms Annet Birungi, the general secre­

tary of Uganda Nurses and Midwives 
Union (UNMU), on Monday took the 
first position among the four direct­
ly-elected workers MPs, after garnering 
358 votes. 

Ms Birungi holds a Bachelor's Degree 
in Nursing. She resigned fromherjob at 

Mulago National Referral Hospital last 
year to run for this parliamentary race. 
She IS also the Secretary for Women at 
the National Organisation of Trade Un­
ions and serves as a board member of 
the National Social Security Fund (Ns­
sf). Ms Birungi pledges to champion is­
sues affecting workers, including poor 
working conditions and salary dispar­
ities. 

Gilbert Agaba 
Mr Gilbert Agaba, who ran for the East 

African Legislative Assembly polls in 
2022 and lost, was the second to be an­
nounced as a directly-elected workers' 
MP.Hescooped351 votes. 

Speaking to reporters after the win, 
Mr Agaba pledged to ensure the issues 
of workers are solved. 

Arinaitwe RwakaJara 
Mr Arinaitwe Rwakajara secured 

the third consecutive term as a direct­
ly-elected workers' MP after scooping 
the thiJd position with 289 votes. 

Mr Rwakajara, who has held this posi­
tion since 2016 when he was first elect­
ed, is the chairperson NRM Workers 
League in CEC,the party's apex body. 

He is also a board member ofNssf and 
Housing Finance Bank. 

Speaking to Daily Monitor, Mr Rwa­
kajara said he will continue advocat­
ing for the rights of workers. "We shall 
ensure we implement our manifesto 
that is aimed at solving the challenges 
that are affecting workers in Uganda," 
he said. 

Margaret Rwabushaija Namubiru 
Like Mr Rwakajara,she has also served 

as a Workers'MP since 2016. Before this, 
she served as a member at Uganda Na­
tional Teachers Union, Commonwealth 
Teachers Group, and Forum for EastAf­
rican Teachers Union. 

Between 2009 and 2015, she served as 
the deputy head teacher ofKitante Hill 
School and Lubiri Secondary School be­
tween 1998 and 2008. 

Speaking to reporters, Ms Namubiru 
pledged to carry on with the work 
, especially in uplifting the lives of 
workers. 
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Govt accords ex-minister 
Bitamazire official burial 
BY JACINTA ~ANNYANGE 

KAMPALA. President Museveni 
has accorded an official burial to the 
late former minister of Education 
and Sports Namirembe Bitamazire, 
recognising her long and distinguished 
service to the country. 

According to a statement released 
yesterday by the Minister for the 
Presidency,Ms Milly Babirye Babalanda, 
the former minister will be laid to 
rest tomorrow at her ancestral home 
in Kibuga Parish, Masakwa Village, 
ButambalaDistrict. 

"Accordingly, HE Gen Yoweri Kaguta 
Museveni, in line with Article 99 of 

• the 1995 COnstitution of the Republic 
Of Uganda as amende~ which vestS: 
executive: authority of Uganda in:: 

the President, has directed that the 
late Hon Namirembe Bitamazire 
be accorded an official burial," Ms 
Babalanda's statement read in part. 

She added that the government 
has constituted a hybrid national 
organising committee, chaired 
by herself, to coordinate burial 
arrangements in collaboration with the 
family. 
An official burial means that the 

government will meet all funeral and 
·burial expenses. 

Bitamazire died last Wednesday at 
the International Hospital in Kampala 
at about 9pm. Details surrounding her 
!llness were not immediately disclosed. 

-OIatinguisbedcareer . 
Bitamazire was born orrJuly 17, 1941, : 

Geraldine Namirembe Bitamazire. 
PHOTO/COURTESY 

to the late Ssalongo Dezdelio Ssaja­
bi and Nnalongo Rose Nasozi in Kibu­
ga-Masakwa Village, in the present-day 
Butambala District. She was married 
to Alfonse Bitamazire, with whom she 
had seven children. 

Bitamazire had an illustrious career 
as an educationist, women's rights ac­
tivist, counsellor, diplomat, and pol­
itician. Between 1971 and 1973, she 
served as a director at the East African 
Harbours Corporation before becom­
ing head teacher of'Ibroro Girls School, 
a position she held until 197 4. 

From 1974 to 1979, she worked as a 
senior education officer in the Ministry 

EDUCATION LEGACY primary school curriculum, impro­
ving national enrolment levels, en­

Bitamazire is widely regarded as hancing performance in national 
one of the architects of~ edu- examinations - including prima­
cation refonns in Uganda, incIu- . . ry leaving examinations (PLE) and 
ding the introduction ofUniver- Uganda Certificate of Education 
sal Pnmary Edpcatioa (UP£). She (UCE),'-"strengtbening teacher 
played akey;rOle in revising the training-and c:hlvelopment. -

of Education. In 1979, she was appoint­
ed minister of Education and Sports 
during the Idi Amin administration, a 
role she served in until 1980. 

Between 1980 and 1996,she was depu­
ty chairperson of the Education Service 
Commission. She later returned to Cab­
met as State minister for Education anci 
Sports from 1999 to 2005, before being 
elevated to full minister of Education 
and Sports in 2005, a position she held 
until 2011. 

She concurrently served as a Woman .. ~ 
Member of P~liament for Mpigi Dis­
trict between2001 and 2011. 

Her service also extended beyond 
Uganda. She was a member of the Unit­
ed Nations Commission on the Status 
of Women from 1998 to 2001, a found­
ing member of the Forwn for AfriCaR 
Women Educationalists (FAWE), and a 
member of the Professor Senteza K$l­
bi Commission, which reviewed Ugan­
da's education po1k¥ 

fa In qenlater years, Bitamazire served 
,. taS Chaficellol"J>fthe Uganda Manage-
~ :ment Institute. .1 


