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Voters are expected to 
elect district and city 
mayors as well as coun­
cillors tomorrow across 
the country. 

BY SAM CALEB OPIO 

ix candidates are vying for Kam­
uli'Municipality mayoral seat. 
The cahdidates include Fred Bal­
inango of the ruling National Re-

sistance Movement (NRM) party, Den· 
is Kagabo (Independent) and Mr David 
Musasizi Iswaya (Independent). 

Others are Mr Twahiri Waiswa of the 
National Unity Platform (NUP), the Fo­
rumior Democratic Challge (FDC)'s 
Peter Kaluuba, and Michael Klboome , 
who is contesting on the Independent 
ticket. 

Residents say the next leader must re­
solve the issue of unfinished infrastruc­
ture works and widening political dif­
..ferences, which they argue has slowed 
decision-making and stalled key urban 
projects, 

The candidates are promising to steer 
the fast-growing municipality into its 
next phase of development while grap­

..pIing with a compl~x political land­
scape marked by rising expectations, 
youth pressure, and demands for a 
more accountable leadership. 

NRM's Balinango is currently a district 
councillor representing Southern Divi­
sion and sits on the finance committee. 

An entrepreneur and social worker, 
he has set his eyes on improving edu­
cation access and social amenities to re­

--<luce the number of st:reM children. 
He has also pledged to harmonise tax­

ation aspects, address concerns about 
land and property rights, and fight cor­
ruption to ensure public funds are used 
to procure social services. 

Independent candidate Kagabo is the 
deputy mayor. He wants to replace his 
boss, Mr Azizi Luwano, who contested 
for the Kamuli Municipality MP seat. 

An Information Technology graduate, 
Mr Kagabo says he seeks continuity, sus­
tainability and protection of the gains 
they have made so far since he has been 

Six battle for Kamuli . 
municipal mayor seat 

Denis Kagabo (Independent) 

David Musasizi Iswaya (Independent) 

under mentorship as deputy mayor. 
"I come for continuity having been in 

the system set up, ready to protect the 
gains, partnerships and leadership in­
vestments here. We know where we 
came from, where we are and where we 
are going as per the development plans 
so we shall be running in already en­
gaged gears,~ he says. 

His manifesto focus is on greening the 
municipality,motivatingtechnical staffl4 

harmonising the community, and en: 
suring a harmonious work relation be­
tween the political and technical teams. 

Independent candidate Iswaya, who 
was the first mayor for Kamuli Munic­
'ipality between 2016 and 2021, is seek­
ing a comeback to steer development in 
the municipality. 

A secondary teacher, Mr Musasizi 
promises transparent and accountable 
leadership based on collective respon­
sibility and demand-driven initiatives. _ 

"Let us rise and shine together.It is our 
municipality, our leadership, our initia-

Peter Kaluuba (FDC) 

Twahir i ~aiswa (NUP) 

tives and our direction,"he says. 
His symbol is a radio, which he says 

stands for mobilisation, information 
and education. He is an independent 
candidate who is NRM-leaning. 

NUP's Twahiri Waiswa, who holds a 
degree in Laws from Kampala Interna­
tional University, says if given the man­
date,he will improve garbage collection 
and disposal, and provide training for 
the youth to enable them get skills that 
can empower them to em ploy them­
selves, among others. 

"We want to actualise youth involve­
ment and productivity, and turn gar­
bage into wealth and organic fertiliser,a 
new hope, a new era for Kamuli Munici­
pality," says Mr Waiswa 

Mr Kaluuba, a professional teach­
er and administrator, is currently the 
Kamuli District secretary for education 
and community development 

He says: "We should not just have a 
municipality in n ame, but take pride 
in it. Let it visibly improve our lives,an9. 

L 

Fred Balinango (NRM) 

Michael Kiboome (Independent) 

work together to make it a true vehicle 
for progress.~ 

Mr Kaluuba pledges to improve drain­
age and create a good worlting environ­
ment between civil servants and politi­
cians. 

Bringing a wealth of experience in 
community and local leadership, the 
FDC candidate promises accountable 
leadership, consultation and proper 
planning for the municipal. 

Po lling dates 
Last Thursday, Uganda elected its pres­

ident and Members of Parliament. 
According to the Electoral Commis­

sion schedule, elections for district and 
city mayors and councillors will tak~ 
place tomorrow. 

Municipality and city division chair­
persons and councillors will be elect­
ed on January 27. The election of coun­
cillors representing special interest 
groups at sub-county,town,municipal 
division will take place on January 30. 
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"Elevated to municipality sta-
tus in 2015 and becoming opera­
tional in the 2016/2017 financial 
year, Kamuli has undergone a 
steady and transformative shift, 
largely driven by a surge in in­
frastructure development, par­
ticularly in its road network, as it 
transitioned from a town coun-

_ cil and expanded its administra­
tivearea. 

Kamuli Municipality has so 
fa r recorded15.7km of roads 
under t he presidentia l ple-
dge and another 6km t hrough 
the Uganda S upport to Munici­
pal Infrastructure Deve lopment 
(USMID) programme, all fitte d 
with solar street lights to im­
prove safety a nd s upport night­
timework. 

Under USMID, more projects 
are underway, including a mo­
dern slaughterhouse with com­
plete d designs a nd secured land 
at Busanga Cell. 

Designs for an additional 17km 
of urban roads are also ready, 
awaiting funding. The municipa­
lity is further lobbying for a mo­
dern market under Markets and 
Agricultural Trade Improve ment 
III (MATIP) project t o boost job 
creation, reve nue collection, and 
urban order. 

All developme nts fo llow the 
2022 Municipal Phys ical Deve ­
lopment Plan, which guides land 
use and orderly growth. 
Kamuli's population has grown 
sharply from 58,000 in 2015 t o 
more. t ha n 100 ,000 people, ac­
cording to the 2024 ce nsus re­
port, a surge attributed to ex­
panding services and improving 
livelihoods_ 

Since attaining municipal sta­
tus, Kamuli has experienced 
mixed leadership t ransitions, 
with the mayoral seat s hifting 
between independents and 
NRM-Ieaning candidat;.es. 

Kamuli's first mayor was Mr 
David Musasizi Iswaya, who led 
during the formative years of 
the municipality before stepping 
aside_ He was lat er succeeded 
by Mr Azizi Luwano from 2021 to 
2025 under whose tenure the 
municipality continued pushing 
for infrastructure expansion and 
urban planning. 
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_ Garbage~roadsjobs: Issues driving Masindi mayoral contest 
BY ISMAIL BATEGEKA 

MASINDI. Political temperatures are 
rising in Masindi ahead of tomorrow's 
poIls, where the race for mayor has be­
come one of the m ost talked-about con­
tests in the municipality. 

From market stalls to taxi parks, res­
idents are debating who is best placed 

- to lead the fast-growing town through 
chapenges of poor services, unem­
ployment, and rapid urbanisation. 
Masindi Municipali~ the commercial 

heart of Bunyoro Sub-region, has oyer 
the years struggled with issues such 
as poor 'garbage management, broken 
roads, flooding, and limited jobs for the 
growing youth population. Several vot­
ers say the next mayor must be prac­
tical, accessible, and focused on ser-

-:..-

vice delivery rather than 'politics alone. 
f our candidates are in the race, each 

presenting themselves as the right 
choice to steer the municipality for­
ward. 

The incumbent, Mr Ronald Kyomu­
hendo, is seeking re-election on the in­
dependent ticket. Having served one 
term,Mr ~omuhendosays continuity is 
important to complete ongoing projects. 
"I know the problems of Masindi very 

well because I have been in this of­
fice. We have improved revenue collec­
tion and tried to open up roads despite 
limited funds,~ he said during a com­
munity meeting earlier this month. 
However, some residents are disgrun­

tled and do not want Mr ~omuhendo 
back in office. 

Several traders in Masindi Main 
Market complain about poor sanita-

A VOTER SPEAKS OUT , Whoever becomes 
mayor should 
first cleanlhe 
town. Garbage 
is everywhere; 

James Byaruhanga, a boda bod'a 
rider and resident ofMasindi 
Municipality. 

tion, while residents of lOW-lying ar­
eas say flooding remains a serious 
problem during the rainy season. 
"Things are still the same. Rubbish piles 
up,roads getmuddy,and nothing chang­
es,~ said Ms Aisha Kisembo, a food ven­
dor in the.centralmarket. 

The ruling National Resistance Move-

ment (NRM) party has fielded Mr Rog­
ers Amanyire as its flag bearer. His can­
didacy gained momentum after Mr Pe­
ter Wobusobozi, who had earlier shown 
interest in the race, withdrew and pub­
licly endorsed him. 

"As mayor, I will work closely with 
government ministries to improve 
roads, street lighting, and youth skills 
training,~ Mr Amanyire told support­
ers at a rally in Nyangahya Division. 
Forum for Democratic Change candi­

date Isaac Bongomin is running on a 
message of accountability,transparency, 
and people-centred leadership. 

"Our town collects revenue, but resi­
dents do not see value for their money. 
We need accountability,not excuses;Mr 
Bongomin said. 

Ms Milly Mateba, who is contesting 
as. an independent c~date,pledged 

to promote employment of youth and 
wom en as well as cleanliness in Masin: 
eli. 

"Women and young people are the 
backbone of this town, yet they suffer 
the m ost. My leadership will prioritise 
them,"Ms Mateba said. 

Voters said they want better waste 
management andjob opportunitiesJl:>r 
young people. 

"Whoever becomes mayor should first 
clean the town. Garbage is everywhere," 
said boda boda rider James Byaru­
hanga 

"We don't want handouts. We want 
support to start businesses,~ srud Ms 
Diana Akello, a youth group leader in 
KarujubuDivision. 

Mr George Kato, a retired civil servant, 
said:"Even if resources are small, they 
shouldbe used \V:ell. ~ 


