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Govt goes after NGOs~ suspends nine 
According to the Na­
tional Bureau for NGOs, 
the suspensions hap­
pened because of in­
telligence information 
that the organisations 
are engaged in activities 
prejudicial to national 
security: ' ... 

BY FRANKLIN DRAKU 

l1
e government has suspended 

operations of nine Non­
Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) working in human rights, 

governance and accountability sectors. 
The suspended civil society 

organisations include, African Centre 
for Media Excellence (ACME), National 
Coalition of Human Rights Defenders, 
Alliance for Finance Monitoring 
(ACFIM), Centre for Constitutional 
Governance, Human Rights Network 
"for Journalists (HRNJ)-Uganda, 

, NationalNGO Forum,NetworkofPublic 
Interest Lawyers, Chapter Four Uganda, 
and African Centre for Treatment and 
Rehabilitation ofTo~ Victims. 

The National Bureau for NGOs, 
a department in the Ministry-of 
Internal Affairs, which is charged with 
registering and monitoring operations 

of NGOs in the country, effected 
the suspensions citing intelligence 
information that the organisations 
are ffigaged in activities prejudicial to 
national security. 

The Bureau wrote to the heads of the 
respective NGOs, but did not delve into 
specifics of the alleged illicit a¢vities.It 
also directed banks and otMt entities 
to freeze activities of the affected NGOs 
until they are cleared. 

In a lette]: dated January 9 to Chapter 
Four-Uganda, the NGO Bureau 
Secretary, Mr Stephen Okello, wrote 
that: "The NGO Bureau has thus 
instituted investigations in the matter. 

Investigations. 
For us as NGO Bu-
reau, we received 
intelligence that 
these organisations 
are engaged in' 
activities that 
are prejudicial to 

the security and 
laws of the country. So far, we've 
instituted investigations into that 
matter. .. 
- Mr Stephen Okello, tpe NGO 
Bureau Secretary 

DUe to the sensitivity of the matter and are engaged in activities that are 
the nature of the allegations that relate : prejudicial to the security and laws 
to national security, the ,organisation i of the country. So far, we've instituted 
should cease operations until these : investigations into that matter. But 
investigations are concluded. ~ , of course, since these security related 

He added: "By copy of this letter; issues are also due to the nature and 
(i) The Inspector General of Police ' the sensitivity of these allegations, it 
is hereby requested to ensure that became clear that we could not allow 
Chapter Four Uganda does not : them to continue operating as we were 
continue to operate until this case is ' investigating. The investigations will be . 
concluded; (ii) The Registrar General, concluded within reasonable time, and 
Uganda Registration Services Bureau, you will be given an opportunity to be 
is equally notified' about the matter; heard during the said investigations,~ 
and (iii) The Executive Director Uganda he said. 
Bankers Association is also advised to In an interview with this newspaper, 
take note of the above issues and notify the Executiye Director of Chapter Four­
the banks of these developments_" Uganda,Mr Anthony Masake,described 

Mr Okello separately told this : the suspension as "troubling" and an 
publication that the suspensions : exhibition of the country sliding in 
are "precautionary~ pending ' termsofdemocracy. 
investigations. "The ongoing wave of indefinite 

"For us as NGO Bureau, we received . suspensions of several NGO permits 
intelligence that these organisations : is a deeply troubling decline for 

fundamental freedoms enshrined 
in our Constitution. NGOs play an 
indispensable role in advancing fairer 
and more just societies,~he said. 

He urged the NGO Bureau to 
reconsider its decision and invite them 
for a fair hearing so that they can either 
refute the evidences against them or 
present counter evidences. 

".'!Ve call on the autporities to 
immediately review and withdraw 
these suspensions to allow'civil society 
to continue its vital work as provided 
for under the law,~he added. 

In a post on the microblogging site,X, 
Dr Peter Mwesige (PhD), the founding 
Executive Director of ACME, which 
supports media in capacity building 
and trains journalists, described the 
suspension as a direct attack on the 
independent media for which the 
institution has been consistently 
known to support. 

"ACME, the organisation that I co­
founded 15 years ago to champion 
media excellence, has joined the 
growing list of Ugandan NGOs 
suspended by the National Bureau 
for NGOs over engaging in "activities 
which are prejudicial to the security 
and' the laws of Uganda ... ," he said. 

Mr Robert Ssempala, the Executive 
Director of HRNJ-Uganda, said the 
suspension is vague but they will wait 
to hear more from the Bureau. 

"It's very hard for us to answer, and 
to comment, since we have not kllown 

. the basis of the inveStigation. So all we 
i are doing is to waitforthe investigating 

team. We shall cooperate with them, 
but we can only confirm that we have 
the directive from the NGO Bureau and 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs, which 
sus.]Jended our work to such a time 
when they have done the investigation," 
he said. 

Likewise Mr Henry Muguzi, the 
Executive Director of ACFIM, said the 
suspension spells doom and clearly 
shows that the civic space has finally 
been shut down. He said this also shows 
that government doesn't take demand 
for accountability as a duty, but as a 
threat for its own survival. 

"So for some of us, the space is not 
there because when operations are 
closed and accusations you cannot 
understand are levelled and told to 
close operations effective immediatelY 
without anything on when the case is 
going to be heard, investigations you 
don't understand what time they take, 
what form, and what date,~he said. 

The suspension of the NGOs is 
reminiscent of a similar episode in the 
run up to the 2021 General Election 
that saw some 54 NGOs accused of 
operating without licence or had 
delayed to file returns suspended or 
closed. 

The government also suspended 
the Democratic Governance Facility 
supported by the European Union, 
which the government accused of 
funnelling money to Opposition actors 
to "sow instability." 

fdraku@ug.nationmedia.com _ 
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BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA: laternet users were last 
evening left stranded after the Uganda 
Communication Commission (UCC), 
directed all Internet service providers 
to temporary switch· off Internet a day 
to the presidential and parliamentary 
polls. 

Addressingjournalists at UCC offices 
in Kampala, the Executive Director,Mr 
Peter Nyombi, explained that the shut­
down was aimed at protecting the na­
tional security, public safety and order 
during the polls that caD. turn heated. 

"On the" recommendation by the In­
teragency Security Committee, the UCC 
has directed all licensed mobile net­
work operators and Internet service 
providers to implement the temporary 
suspension of the Internet services,"Mr 
Nyombi said. 

He stressed that the affected services 
include public Internet access, sale and 
registration of new S1M cards and out­
bound data roaming services to one 
networl<: area countries. 

Mr Nyombi stressed that the suspen­
sion will remain in force until a resto­
ration notice is issued by the regulator. 

During this period, all non-essential 
public Internet traffic will be blocked, 
that include social media platforms, 
web browsing, video streaming,person­
al mail services and messaging applica­
tions, among others. 

However, he warned on the misuse 
of phone calls and messaging services 
that have been left on for communica­
tion, saying their misuse would affect 
the country. 

The UCC boss further noted that 
the suspension also applies to mobile 
broadband, fiber optic licensed lines, 
fixed wireless access, microwave radio 

Ugandans, stranded as govt shuts 
down Internet one da to oIls 

According to UCC data, Uganda has an estimated 10.6 million Internet users, underscoring the economic and social 
stakes of connectivity. PHOTO/SHUTTERSTOCK . 

links and satellite Internet services. 
According to UCC data, Uganda has an 

estimated 10.6 million Internet users, 
underscoring the economic and social 
stakes of connectivity. 

On the issue of mobile money; IT Ny- Asked why government did not use 
ombi explained that the Governor, . other alternatives rather than switch 
Bank ofUganda, willguide on the same. , off the Internet, Mr Nyornbi said he got 

By last evening, the mobile money ser- , strict recommendations to shut down 
vices were still operational. ~ the Internet. 

i "I got strict recommendations, the 
: other alternatives that there is, I can't 
~ commentonthemnow.Whatweareef­
: fecting now ts that there is temporary 

switch off ofInternet,"Mr Nyombi said. 

2021 General Election 
During the 2021 General Election, the 

government imposed a nationwide 
Internet shutdown that lasted about 

, 100 hours. According to estimates by 
: TOP10VPN, the restrictions cost Ugan­
: da approximately Shs390b,placingthe 
· country among the 

top five global-
ly in economic 
losses linked 
to Internet 
shutdowns. 

Until yes­
terday, Mr 

Nyombi had 
downplayed 

the rumours of 
government ha­

! bouring plans to shut down the Inter­
: net, saying no such directive had been 
, issued. 
: "We have not got any directive from 
: the government to switch off the Inter­
~ net during or after the elections," Mr 
• Nyombi said. 
• "NobodY in government has told ueC' 
; to prepare or do anything related to an 
: Internet shutdown. If such a decision 
: were to be taken, UCC would cOIl!e out 
: earlier to brief the country and explain 

why;"he added. 
He had assured the public that Inter­

net services would remain stable, urg­
ing media houses, digital users, and 
consumers to use online platforms re­
sponsibly to avoid actions that could 
prompt regulatory intervention. 

See related story on Page 8. 
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