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HOW TO SHIELD CHILDREN FROM BAD POLITICS 
From page 27 

which warn that involving 
__ children in partisan politics is 

inappropriate and harmful to 
their well-being. 

Crispin Kaheru, a 
cOIl1111issioner at the UHRC, 
says children are frequently 
seen in campaign processions 
wearing party-branded T-shirts 
and colours, an experience 
that can negatively affect their 
mental and emotional health. 

. SpeilJ<jng at a joint press 
conference' at the UHRC 
headquarters in Kampala 
recently, Kaheru expressed . 
concern over the continued use 
of children at political events. 

"We have seen footage of 
children on cars campaigning 
for one of the candidates in 
Rubanda district," he says. 

Kaheeru noted that at rallies, 
children are often made to sing 
praises for specific' candidates, 
despite being vulnerable 
members of society. 

"Campaigns arid politics are 
very risky env.ironments for 
children, which is why it is 
important to J<eep therb out," 
Kaheruemphasises. 

Lamex Omara Apitta, who 
represented UHRC chairperson 
Mariam Wangady.a, echoed the 
warning. 

"Elections are a cornerstone 
-of democracy, but they should ' 
never come at the expense of 
the safety and well-being of 
Uganda's children," he added. 

Apitta says political parties 
should commit to child-friendly 
poliCies that promote children's 
rights, rather than involving 
them in political profusses they 
barely understand. . 

Damon Wamara, the 
executive director of the 

A child listens attentlv~ly as the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen Sam Okldlng speaks to the community of Odwarat 
sub-county In Ngora district. Children usually follow the example set by leaders in a community 

Uganda Child Rights and 
NCO Network, warns that 
during elections, some 
campaigns morph into violent 
incidents and children often 
end up being caught in the 
crossfire. 

"In some cases, 
children are injured, 
leaving them with 
long-term trauma 
that affects their 
physical and emotional 
development," 
Wamara 
says. 

He 
also points 
out that 

some children are ferried to 
rallies and later abandoned. 

"After rallies, some (hildren 
end up lost and stranded, no 
one bothers to take them back 
home," he notes. 

Apitta observes 
that nearly half of 
Uganda's population 
is young. If children . 
are not protected 
from traumatic 
experiences early 

in life, he 

explains, they may never grow 
into productive citizens. 

Dr Robin Nandy, the head 
of the UNICEF office in 
Uganda, says Uganda's young 
population has immense 
potential if raised in a safe and 
calm environment. 

To secure their future, he 
stresses that priority must be 
given to education and health, 
enabling children to grow with 
a clear understanding of their 
rights and responsibilities. 

She also cautioned media 
houses against 

Pauline Nansamba Mutumba, 
director of complaints, 
investigations, and legal 

services at the UHRC, 
says some children are 
coerced into participating in 
political campaigns without 
understanding the risks 
involved. 

Jeff Wadulo, a team lead 
at Jenga Afrika, a human 
rights non-government 
organisation, says children 
should be allowed to grow 
gradually, to think rationally 
and understand multiple 
perspectives before taking a 
political decision as they grow. 

"Using children in politics 
amounts to brainwashing and 
exposes them to danger in the 
future," Wadulo says. 

School heads warned against charging illegal fees 
. By Rhyman Agaba 

..... ..... .... ... ... ....... ... ........ ..... ... ..... ...... 

Primary and secondary school 
hea.ds have been warned to 
stop charging illegal fees in 
government-aided institutions 
or face the full wrath of the 
law. 
The warning was sounded 
by the head of the education 
desk at State House, Jimmy 

. Nambiro, during an interview 
with MwciJimu last week. 
He warned that the illegal 
school charges imposed on 
learners under Universal 
Primary Education (UPE) 
and Universal Secondary . 
Education (USE) programmes . 
are pushing thousands of 
children out of school and into 
a cycle of poverty, crime and 
~op.eL~ne,ss~ j , , , .• _, 

Nambiro said investigations Model (PDM), which were out the Presidential Skilling 
by his office have exposed designed to lift households Initiative. 
widespread abuse in out of poverty through direct "The President realised 
government-aided schools, fin~cial support. that many children had been 
where head teachers and "You give a family PDM pushed out of formal education 
administrators continue to money, only for them to spend because of illegal charges and 
levy ~harges despite full it on illegal school fees," he poverty," Nambiro said. 
government financing of the said. "He said, let me give them 
programmes. . He warned that the ripple practical skills so they can 

"I Will do barazas, even effects of school dropouts go survive and thrive." 
in schools. What I have far beyond education, noting The skilling programme, 
discovered is that even some that many learners forced out which started in Kampala 
studel'lts do not know that of school migrate to urban before expanding to 20 

th~ education is free. They centres and end up in informal regional hubs across the 
are chased away every day for settlements and ghettos. country, offers free vocational 
money, so they start doubting . "When there is no education training to young people aged 
the system and losing hope," and no skills, crime becomes 16 years and above, regardless 
Nambiro said. attractive. The future becomes of their academic background. 

shoemaking, bakery, tailoring, 
hairdressing and mechanics." 

However, Nambiro 
expressed concern over 
reports that some Local 
Council I (LCI) chairpersons 
are demanding bribes to 
issue recommendation letters 
required for admission into 
skilling centres. 

"I want to appeal to LCI 
chairpersons across the 
country. Do not charge money 
for a stamp. That small amount 
can lock out a child who would 
have become an engineer or 
entrepreneur. " 

He said such illegal charges dark for them." "In Kampala alone, over FREE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
defeat the very purpose Nambiro explained that it 70,000 young people have Last week, the First Lady 
of flagship government was this harsh reality that been trained," Nambiro and Minister for Education 
programmes like USE, UPE informed President Yoweri said. "They learn skills such and Sports, Janet Museveni, 

. ~d the Parish Development Museveni's decision. to_roll ____ ," . .as carpentry., plumbing, ___ __ announced that th~_. 
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LEARNIN6 FRO 
ADULTS? 
Filbert Baguma, the 
General secretary 
of Uganda National 
Teachers' Union, 
describes the fierce, 
monetised prefects' 
campaigns in schools as 
a sad state of affairs. 

"Schools are supposed 
to be safe ha.vens 
for learners to thrive 
holistically. Having 
leadership campaigns 
characterised by bribing 
voters is a replica of 
what is happening in 
national politics, which 
is very unfortunate/' he 
says. 

Baguma puts the 
blame squarely on 
schools, saying their 
actions in allowing such 
campaigns defeats the 
purpose of education. 

"Commercialised 
leadership campaigns 
in school means 
administrators have 
become weak. Learners 
need to be guided on 
what's right and wrong. 
Campaigns can be held 
without using money. 
The habit is trickling 
down even to nursery 
schools. Parents 
buy their candidates 
children sweets, sodas, 
chocolates, among other 
goodies to bribe voters," 
Baguma says. 

Complied by 
Harriet Strungl 

Jimmy Namblro 

Government was committed 
to rolling out free Technical 
Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) education. 

She made the announcement 
while comrni~sioning the 
Uganda Vocational and 
Technical Assessment 
Board (UVTAB) Assessment .... 
Centre and headquarters in 
Kyambogo, Kampala City last 
Friday . . _ ' _~ .. _ . 
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