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Polling stations open but Ulany I 
UGANDNS 
BCDLDVOICE 

Under the Electoral 
Commission guidelines, 
'voting officially opens 
at 7 am and doses at 
4pm. However, several 
polling stations across 
the country had not 
opened by 7 am because 
the minimum number 
of10 voters required to 
witness the commence­
ment of the voting exer­
cise had not shown up. 

BY MONITOR REPO~TERS . 

A
· r~markably low voter turnout 

was yesterday registered across 
Kampala as voters went to polls 
to elect their city ana division 

mayors,and councillors. 
Kampala Capital City Authority {KC-

• CA) is made up of the five divisions of 
Makindye, Central, Rubaga, Kawempe, 
and Nakawa. 

In Makindye Division West, Mr Deo 
Genza, a boda boda rider, contesting 
for the Urb~ LC3 co~cilor seat, said 
he had to embarked on a mobilisation 
drive after many polting stations in his 
area remained de&erted for hours after 
voting was scheduled to begin. 

He said the voter turnout was "worry­
ingly low despite the division boasting 
of 436 polling stations and more than 
255,000 registered voters. "I am moving 
across all the 12 parishes of Makindye . 
Division West to encourage peo-
ple to vote before the 4pm 
closing time,"he said. 
Under 'the Electoral 

Commission guidelines, 
voting officially opens at 
7am and closes at 4prn. 

Mr Genza said some of 
the residents he encoun­
tered said they had chosen 
to boycott because of dissat­
isfaction with the outcome of the 
presidential and parliamentary elec-

tions held last Thursday. 
The EC last Saturday declared incum­

bent President Musevem. the winner of 
the January 15 presidential poll with 
71.65 percent against his closest chal­
lenger, Mr Robert Kyagulanyi Ssenta­
mu, aka Bobi Wine, of the National Uni­
ty Platform (NUP), who garnered 24.72 
percent. ' .. 

Bobi Wme has rejected the reruns and 
asked Ugandans to demand what he 

. called their stolen victory. 
Mr Genza said:"NUP party supporters 

are saying their candidate (Mr Kyagu­
lanyi) was unfairly declared the los­
er, and feel any more participation is 
meaningless,"he said. 

A polling agent for the NRM party 
candidate at Madirisa-Kasawe Polling 
Station in Makindye IT Parish, said most 
voters stayed away because they be­
lieve their presidential and parliamen­
tary candidates were unfairly defeated. 

At Makindye I Parish, Mr Juma Mu­
wonge, a polling agent for Kampala 
Lord Mayoral candidate,Mr Ronald Bal­
imwezo (NUP), cited intimidation by 
security personnel as a key factor for 
the low voter turnout. "This ·area has 
six polling stations, but"it is within the 
Military Police barracks. The presence 
of armed personnel has intimidated 
many voters." 

Makindye Division is widely regard­
ed as an Opposition (NUP) stronghold. 
However, the EC disqualified all 11 can­
didates who had been nominated for 
the Makindye Division mayoral race, 
leaving only Mr Yasin Omari (NRM) to 
run unopposed, a decision that further 
dampened voters'enthusiasrn. 

Despite this decision, polling agents 
remained on duty to protect their may­
oral candidates' futerests for Ms Be­
atrice Mao (DP), Ms Nabilah Naggayi 
Sempala (Independent),Mr Moses Nsu­
buga Kizito (NRM), Charles Luba Lwan­
ga (Independent), Mr Ibrahim Kasozi 
(Forum for Democratic Change - FDC), 
incumbent Erias Lukwago (People's 
Front ror Freedom - PFF), and Mr Ron­
aldBalimwezo (NUP). 

At both Makindye Division East and 
West, voting was delayed at sev­

eral polling stations. . 
However, unlike dur­
ing the January 15 polls, 
when delays were large­
ly blamed on late de­
livery of materials and 
malfunctioning biomet-

ric voter verification kits 
(BVVKs), yesterday's delays 

were forced by the absence of 
voters. ' 

EC guidelines dictate that polling offi-

Some of the candidates 

Fred Kadimba, 
Gomba District chairperson (lnd) 

cials cann~t open any ballot box unless 
at least ten registered voters are pr'esent 
to witness the process, a safeguard to 
enhance transparency. 

Although voting materials were deliv­
ered'nationwide as early as 6arn, with 
polling scheduled to begin an hour 
later, many stations had not opened 
by lOam due to failure to meet this re­
quirement,raising concerns among ob-

Fred Gasaaka, 
Buikwe District chairperson (Ind) 

servers about voter i'atigue, post-elec­
tion disillusionment. 

Polling cancelled 
The EC yesterday cancelled voting 

at Ggaba Mission Polling Centre, one 
of the ten polling stations at St Den­
is Ssebugwawo S.S., after discovering it 
had been supplied with ballot papers 
of Makindye II candidates instead of 

Ignatius Kiwanuka Koomu, 
Nakaseke District chairman (NRM) 

Makindye m, affecting some 600 voters. 
The ballot papers that were initially 

supplied were missing the names of the 
NuP candidate for the Makindye West 
Woman Councilor LC5 seat, Dr Judith 
Nalukwago, and Ms Josephine Nassazi 
(Independent), among others. ' 

Dr Nalukwago blamed the EC for 
what she termed as "inconsistencies" 
and urged the electoral body to "al-
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BY PAUL ADUDE . 

ENTEBBE. At least six journalists 
covering yesterday's district chairper­
son and direct councillor elections in 
Entebbe Municipality, Wakiso District, 
were briefly detained by joint security 
forces at Banga-Nakiwogo Polling Sta­
tion, sparking fresh concerns over me­
dia freedom during electoral process­
es. 

Thejournalists were rounded up by 
plain-clothed soldiers attached to the 
Special Forces Command (SFC) ~an­
ga-Nakiwogo barracks, alongside per-

a .~ ... qo 'C~ oi. n oJ 

6 journalists briefly detained during Entebbe elections 
sonnel from the Police Field Unit and 
newly-deployed Electoral Commis­
sion police constables. 

According to accounts from the jour­
nalists, the media teams had agreed 
,to move together for safety, citing past 
incidents in which reporters were at­
tacked by boJ.h security personnel and 
hostile voters during elections in the 
murucipality. 

Earlier in the day, the journalists had 

freely carried out their duties at sever­
al polling stations with heavy military 
and police deployment, including Kat­
abi-Busambaga, without interference. 

Trouble began in the afternoon 
shortly after the journalists arrived 
at Banga-Nakiwogo Polling Station, 
where they had been covering pro­
ceedings for abQut 40 minutes. 

Plain-clothed soldiers and uni­
formed police officers reportedly 

moved in and apprehended NTV jour- : 
nalist Ivan Kamana Walunyolo while : 
he was conducting live coverage. Dur- ~ 
ing the scuffle, security personnel al­
legedly grabbed a phone and live 
broadcast equipment from the NTV 
camera operator, forcing the live bul­
letin offair. 

The journalists regfouped and fol­
lowed their colleague as security of­
ficers confiscated the equipment 

and escorted the detained journalists 
away from the polling station. 
Speaking to Daily Monitor, Mr 

Walunyolo said he was reporting on 
low voter turnout in Nakiwogo and 

-complaints raised by Opposition lead­
ers when security officers intervened. 

"The Opposition leaders were com­
plaining that all their polling agents 
had been chased out of the polling sta­
tion by the military and were stand-
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voters stay away 
BALLOT STUFFING 

L GAT 0 

Voting in several parts of Kisenyi, 
including Kiganda Zone, Buwaili­
ka, Muzana, and Central, Kampala 
City, was marred by allegations of 
ballot stuffing. 

In some instances, street children 
were.seen voting despite not being 
listed on the votel'&~ register, while 
elsewhere, polling assistants is­
sued voter slips without verifYing 
names against the official register 
books. The EC was yet to 

ways be organised", while Ms Nassazi 
welcomed the decision, saying despite 
people having voted for different can­
digates and not their own representa­
tives, the vote would not matter. 

Generally,the voting process inthe.en­
tire Makindye Division was marred by 
low voter turnout, with some polling 
stations having not more than 10 vot­
ersby9am. 

At Golden Eagles Junior School, which 
comb41es two polling stations in the 
Nsambya-Kabalagala area, by 7am, 
voting materials were already on the 
ground, with about 16 agents ofMr Luk­
wago, Mr Balimwezo, and Ms ·Mukisa 
present. But by 8am, there was only one 
voter present. 
In the Central Division, voting started 

'at around 9.30am, with voters, the ma­
jority of whom were youth, seen drop­
ping by the polling stations to cast their 
votes. 

Ms Aisha Babirye Yusurah, a presid­
ing officer at polling station N-Z, said, 
"We came early, but voting started late 
at 9.30am because of the low turnout. 
We waited for the first 10 voter witness­
es to arrive,"she said. 

At polling stations,A-M located at Rail­
way PaIX, the situation was not any dif­
ferent as voters kept coming through 
one-by-one. 

Similarly,in Rubaga Division, the may­
oral elections were mamed by low vot­
er turnout across several polling sta­
tions, with Mr Lukwago saying many 
polling centres recorded fewer voters 
than expected. 

After casting his vote, Mr Lukwago at­
tributed the low turnout to "voter fa­
tigue~following last week's presidential 
and parliamentary elections, and unre­
solved logistical challenges that contin­
ue to undermine confidence in the elec­
toral process. 

He criticised the persistent failure 

respond to these allegations by the 
time offiRing this story. 

Unlike last weel<s presidential and 
parliamentary elections, where vo­
ting materials arrived late, and,;"I­
ling began after 9am in m!1ny other 
areas, materials were delivered 
as early as 7am, but by 9am, only a 
handful of voters had turned up to 
cast their ballots. 

! Mr Adam Kyazze, an EC observer, 
. attributed the low turnout to voter 

of BVVKs, saying they had failed right 
from the beginning, and up to yester­
da~ there was no clear response or per­
manent solution from the authorities. 
He questioned the accountability for 
¢.elarge sums of taxpayers' money in­
vested in procuring the equipment. 

Mr Lukwago warned that continued ' 
failures risked discouragingvo~ from 
turning up for future elections. 

Still across Rubaga division, polling 
materials, officials, and party agents 
were reported to have arrived on time 
at their stations, including at Kabowa 
Church of Uganda, Mutundwe Church 
ofUgandaPrinuuySchool,W~· 
ku and Kibuye Mamet. 
!lowever, by mid-morning and 

throughout the da~ voter numbers re­
mained low. At Klbuye Market Polling 
Station, business continued as usual, 
with many traders opting to remain in 
their shops instead of going out to vote. 

Mr John Paul Ssenyonga, a business­
man at the market, said he didnot par­
ticipate in the exercise due to loss of 
confidence in the electoral process. 

"We have lost the morale to vote be­
cause the elections in Uganda are not 
transparent. Whether we vote or not, 
the government will declare the per­
son they want,"Mr Ssenyonga said, call- , 
ing for reforms to ensure an independ- ' 
entEC. 

Ms Lilian Babirye, who voted early in 
the morning, said many people were 
forced to choose between earning a liv­
ing and voting. She said traders and in­
formal workers had already lost pro­
ductive time during the election peri­
od, including public holidays declared 
earlier and during the recent internet 
shutdown. 

"People depend on daily income, and 
after losing time during the internet 
shutdown and holidays, many decid­
ed to go back to work instead of spend-

frustration and loss of trust in the 
candidates. 
"Pr.-eviously, people used to vote in 
large numbers, but the leaders 
they elected often failed to address 
the issues they were voted in to 
solve," Mr Kyazze said. _. 
He said the decision not to declare 
the polling day a public holiday also 
contributed to the low participa­
tion' as many residents opted to 
attend to their jobs instead ofvo­
ting. 

ing more hours at polling stations,"Ms 
Babirye said 

Nevertheless,she said declaring poll­
ing day a public holiday would have al­
lowed more voters to participate. 

Some voters and polling agents also 
pointed out limited voter education 
on the role of mayors and local govern­
ment leaders. 

After casting her vote in Naiianan­
kumbi on Busaabala Road, MSc Mao, 
who was accompanied by her husbaJ.ld, 
who is the Ministerjor Justice and Con­
stitutional Affairs, Mr Norbert Mao, al­
so decried the low voter turnout. She • 
attributed it to "frustrations"voters ex­
perienced during the January 15 pres­
idential and parliamentary elections. 

Despite the challenges, Ms Mao ex­
pressed optimism about her chances, 
saying the people of Kampala had "pos­
itively received her manifesto", which 
focuses on inclusive governance and 
transforming the city. 

Mr Mao urged Ugandans to actively 
particiPate in elections, arguing that 
citizens who do not vote share respoIi­
sibility for the resultant poor leader­
ship. He, however, acknowledged the 
concerns about the electoral process 
and challenged the government to car­
ry out thorough investigations into the 
failure of the BVVKs. 

Compiled by Philip Wafula, Tonny 
Abet, Jacinta Maria Kannyange, Ruth 
Anderah, David Walugembe, Jane Na­
fula, Shabibah Nakirigya, Sylvia Ka­
tushabe, Sylvia Namagembe, Daph­
ine Nakabiri, Prossy Kisakye, Juliet 
Kigongo, Michael Kakumirizi, Damali 
Mukhaye, Isaac Ssejjombwe & Ndaye 
Moses. 
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ing outside the fence. They also al­
leged that soldiers were being fer­
ried in to vote twice. That is when we 
were rounded up by SFC and police 
officers,"Mr Walunyolo said 

He added that security personnel 
first confronted his camera operato!: 

"They went to my cameraman and 
squeezed him in the ribs as they or­
dered him to get off air. When I ap­
proached them to ask what we had 
done wrong, they took both ofus to 
their commander, who asked why we 
were siding with the Opposition,"Mr 
Walunyolo said. 

According to thejournalists, the sol­
diers told them they were required 
to seek permission from the Entebbe 
District Police Commander (DPe) be­
fore filming or broadcasting from the 
polling station because of its proxim­
ity to the Banga-Nakiwogo SFC bar­
racks. 
The journalists were subsequent­

ly removed from the polling station 
and taken to Entebbe Central Police 
Station, allegedly on the orders of the 
Entebbe DPe. 

Upon arrival at the police station, 
senior police officers and the SFC 

commander reportedly made sever­
al phone calls to unidentified indi­
viduals before the journalists were 
released without any charge. 

By press time,neither the police nor 
the military had issued an official 
sta~ent explaining the detention 
ofthejo~ 

The incident adds to a growing list 
of complaints by media practition: 
ers over harassment and interfer­
ence while covering electoral activi­
ties across the country. 
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Low' voter up, de~ays, violence 
mar mayoral, local council polls 
BY MONITOR TEAM 

COUNTRYWIDE. The elections for 
citymayors, district chairpersons,mu­
nicipal council mayors and councillors 
were marked by low voter turn up, and 
ballot errors that led to suspension of 
the voting exercise in some districts 
across the country yesterday. 

Uncertainty hung over WalQ.so Dis-
. triet. yesterday as voters turned up in 
low numbers to elect a new dlstrict 
chairperson (LCS) and district council­
lors,raising questions about voter con­
fidence and participation in local gov­
ernment elections. 

The closely watched race for the 
LC5 seat pits National Unity Platform 
(NUP) candidate Nasif Naiia against 
ruling National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) party flag bearer Ian Kyeyune 
and Democratic Front (DF) contender 
Flavia Nakafeero. 

Although Wakiso is widely regard­
ed as an NUP stronghold, the low vot­
er turnout and the presence of an ex­
perienced former district chairperson 
in the race appeared to complicate pre­
dictions about the outcome. 

Mr Kyeyune, who previously served 
as Wakiso District chairperson, cam-· 
paigned on a message ofreconciliation 
and experience, arguing that the dis­
trict needs inclusive leadership to ad­
dress its growing population and ad­
ministrative challenges. 

In Butebo District, the Electoral Com­
mission (EC) suspended the election 
of the chairperson and councillors fol­
lowing reports of malpractice, includ­
ingviolence and ballot stuffing. 

According to the letter seen by the 
Daily Monitor, signed by the chairper­
son ofEC,Justice Simon Byabakama 
dated January 22,2026; the postpone­
ment was due to reports of serious in­
terruptions to the electoral process .. 

Sources said violence erupted in sev­
eral sub-counties as the supporters 
of opposing candidates fought using 
sticks and stones, leaving several in­
jured. 

Elsewhere, voting for the Fort Portal 
City Female Councillor was cancelled 
in several wards across the Northern 
and Central divisions after some poll­
ing stations received the wrong ballot 
papers, while others received ballots 
that were mixed up in caRdidates'de­
tails. 

The Fort Portal City Returning Of­
ficer, Mrlsaac Byamugisha, told this 
publication that the EC cancelled the 
elections in the affected areas due to 
the errors. He added that a new voting 
date would be communicated before 
February 4. . 

Ms Josephine Komuhimbo, one of 
the affected female city councillor can­
didates for Fort Portal City West, ex­
pressed disappointment with the EC, 
saying the mistakes were avoidable 
since nominations were conducted 
more than five months ago. 

However, the voting in Central and 
Northern divisions generally experi­
enced delays, largely due to low voter 
turnout. Out of about 190 polling sta­
tions, voting in most centres started af­
ter8am. 

Affected areas included Nyabuka­
fa, and Rwengoma as well as Central 
South wards ofBazaar,Kasusu,and Ki­
janju in Central Division. 

Ms Josephine Komuhimbo,one of the 
affected city councillor candidates for 
Fort Portal City West, expressed disap-

pointment with the EC,saying the er­
rors were avoidable since nominations 
were conducted overfive months ago. 
In Kagadi District and the greater 

Klbaale !!fea,including Kakwniro Dis­
trict, candidates for the district chair­
person positions expressed concern 
over the low voter turnout, fearing it 
could affect election outcomes. 

Although polling materials were de­
livered to designated polling centers 
on time, voting did not start early in 
some areas due to the absence of wit­
nesses required to flag off the exercise. 

rapath • 
Many people here 
voted for their can­
didates and were not 
announced winners 
.So, they feel it is 
now useless to take 
part in another 

round of election where they 
don't expect to fairness," - Salim 
Asiimwe, a NUP supporter in 
Lyantonde 

In Masaka Ci~the low voter turnout 
was prevalent even at polling stations 
like Fork Land, Bata Cell that· have 
many voters. 

Mr Jason Erick Ludigo, the presiding 
officer at Bata Cell LUC to NAKK Poll­
ing Station said only 62 voters had cast 
their votes by noon out of 475 regis­
tered at the polling station. 

~ At Kirumba Health Centre II M-NAL 
: polling station, only 31 out of 460 vot­

ers had shown up by noon. 
In Lyantonde District, two independ­

ent districtLCV contenders ~ Cleophas 
Tukamarwa, a former jo~alist and 
James Nemeye, a businessman pulled 
out of the race on dection day,leaving 
NRM's Moses Ali ~da andNUP's 
Edward Kateregga to tussle it out. 

Mr Salim Asiimwe, a NUP support­
er attributed the low voter turnout to 
voter fatigue. "Many people here voted 
for their candidates and were not an­
nouncedwinners.So,they feel it is now 
useless to take part in another round 
of election where they don't expect to 
fairness,"hesaid 

Mr !mon Tusiime, the district re­
turning officer said: "When the BV­
VK machines failed to work in some 
sub-countries during presidential and 
parliamentary election, we got a tech­
nical person who helped to fix them 
and all are now working at all the 144 
polling stations." 

In Mpigi District, voters in Kammen­
go Sub-county refused to vote for the 
direct district councillor following a 
mix up of party symbols with the bus 
put against NUP candidate Ronald 
Kaggwa Klbirige's name while Joseph 
Mugatte Kasule ofNRM was given an 
umbrella 

Mr Kasule said the Ee officials had 
apologised for the mix-up and prom­
ised to organiseJresh electibns in the 
area. . 
In Mukono and Kalangala, several 

polling stations remained largely de­
serted throughout the da~raising seri­
ous concerns about voter mobilisation 
and civic education. 

Mr Moses Nyombi, the chairman of • 
Wantoni Cell in Mukono Municipali-
~ said his constituency has approxi­
mately 1,800 registered voters but no 
votifighad taken place by lOam. 

Continues on page 6 
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