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Feature . . ~. 

Rift Valley: Photographer tells 
how Africa is bound by a scar 

The Rift: Scar of Africa is 
deliberately large and tactile. 
It is meant to sit at the centre 
of a rooin, to be returned to 
slowly, to spark conversation 
and curiosity. 

At Latitude 0 Hotel, 
photographer Shem 
Compion unveiled The 
Rift: Scar of Africa, a 
monumental coffee-ta­
ble book that carries 
oearly two decades of 
trav!3l, o.b$e.rvatio.n, and 
storytelling across the 
African continent. 

BY EDGAR R BATTE . 0 n a Monday evening in Kampala, 
, silence settled over the room be­

fore the applause arrived. It was 
the kind of silence reserved for 

moments of recognition, when people 
sense they are witnessing something 
that has taken time, patience, and con­
viction to come into bemg. 

At Latitude 0 Hotel, photographer 
Shem Compion unveiled the Rift: Scar 
of Africa, a monumental coffee-table 
.b~)Ok that carries nearly two decades 
of travel, observation, and storytelling 
across the African continent. 
Weighing close to three kilogrammes 

and built from 17 years of photography; 
the book is less a publication than an a.r­
chive of lived experience. It is a captivat­
ingvisual work that sh0wcases Africa as 
a connected whole shaped by one of the 
planet's most powerful geological forc­
es 
_':-We often treat the Rift Valley as just 

- - a piece of geology;" Compion says. "But 
it's far more than that. It's tearing Afri­
ca apart, yes- but it's also the thread that 
connects US.D 

A broader reading 

Stretching from Ethiopia down to Mo­
zambique, the Great Rift Valley is com­
monly reduced to escarpments, volca­
noes, and dramatic landforms. Compi­
on's work insists on a broader reading. 

Through his lens, volcanoes become 
the reason fertile plains exist. Deep 
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Wildlife photographer Shem Com pion displays a copy of his book titled The 
Rift: Scar of Africa. PHOTO/EDGAR R BATIE. 

lakes become sources of food and cul- 'deep lakes that feed communities and 
ture, wildlife corridors emerge as out- created waterfalls like Murchison Falls­
comes of ancient tectonic shifts and raw power turned into spectacle. 
human settlement,migration,conflict, Tourism, conservation, and liveli­
and survival all trace their roots back to hoods are all, in many ways, Rift Valley 
this "sc~that runs through the conti- stories. 
nent. "Uganda thrives on what the Rift of-

Uganda, he notes, occupies a particu- fers,D Compion says. "From wildlife and 
larly special place in this story. Here, . water to food systems and taurism.DHe 
the Rift Valley's volcanic history has picked up a camera in 2002 while living 
shaped ecosystems thatsupport moun- : in Pretoria,South Africa. 
tain gorillas and chimpanzees.It carved l He was 27 and curious, unsure where 

photography would take him. Two 
years later,he packed a Land Rover and 
set off on a seven-monthjourney across 
Africa, photographing wildlife and 
landscapes. 

That journey became a way of life. 
Over 23 years, he travelled repeatedly 
along the Rift Valley; from Ethiopia and 
Kenya to Uganda, Tanzania. the Dem­
{lcratic Republic of the Congo, and Mo­
zambique, often returning to the same 
places to deepen relationships and un­
derstanding. 

"As a photographer, you're an observ­
er,Dhe says. "But the real privilege is'the 
people-being welcomed into homes, 
building trust, being received not ·as a 
visitor, but as a friend." 

In northern Kenya, among the Turka­
na and Samburu.In Ethiopia's Omo Val­
ley with the Mursi and Suri. In remote 
volcanic zones rarely photographed 
with patience or context. These encoun­
ters shaped the emotional backbone of 
The Rift: Scar of Africa as much as the 
landscapes themselves. 

Not just about aesthetics 
One of Compion's most defining mo­

ments came atop 01 Doinyo Lengai, 
Tanzania's active volcano. From its 
summit, the Rift Valley unfolded in a 
single, overwhelming panorama: the 
Serengeti Plains nourished by volcanic 
ash, Lake Natron glowing pink with fla­
mingos, and ancient footprints, 10, 000 
years old,etched into the earth belOw. 

"You realise you're looking at where so 
· much began,Dhe recalls. Minutes later, a 
· storm rolled in. The light vanished. The 

camera went quiet. "Sometimes," he 
says,"the moment itselfis the reward." 

The Rift Valley is not empty space. 
Nearly 300 million people move in and 
out of it every single day. Compion does 
not shy away from this reality. Along­
side beauty; his book documents pres­
sure- environmental degradation,frag­
ile livelihoods, and the uneasy balance 
between nature and modern life. 

· This is where the Qook shifts from ad-
miration to inqujry."What are we going 

· to leave behind?"he asks. Images of car­
: casses in arid landscapes, fishermen sil­
~ _ houetted againstftagile light, and shad.-

ows stretching longer than the people 
wQo cast them quietly raise questions 
about survival, resilience, and respon-
sibility. . 

For Compion, photography is not just 
about aesthetics, it is about representa­
tion. "Africa has too often been shown 
through unpleasant or incomplete im­
ages," Albert Ntambiko, an avid pho­
tographer and tourism entrepreneur 
notes, adding,"Or through pictures that 
try to imitate something we're not." 

A continental statement 
Authentic documentation, he be­

lieves, allows Africa to speak in its own 
voice- rich in culture, warmth, diversi­
ty; and complexiti Tourism consultant 
Diana Persis Kisakje echoed this sen­
timent at the launch, noting that pho­
tography shapes anticipation and un­
derstanding. 

It helps travellers and readers appreci­
ate destinations beyond wildlife,reveal­
ing culture, history; and everyday life. 

"This kind of documentation increas­
es diversity in what Africa offers," she 
said, adding, "Not just for the future, but 
rightnow.D 

The Rift: Scar of Africa is deliberately 
large and tactile. It is meant to sit at 
the centre of a room, to be returned 
to slowly, to spark conversation 
and curiosity. Uganda's gorillas and 
chimpanzees feature prominently, 
alongside images from across the 
continent. 

Available locally through Signature 
Africa, the book is both a personal 
milestone and a continental statement. 
"It's a lifelong work," Compion says 
simply. In the end, this is not just a book 
about a geological fault line. 
It is about the connection between 

landscapes and people, past and 
present, fir~ and life. It reminds us 
that a Maasai walking across arid land, 
a fisherman casting nets at dawn, a 
gorilla moving through mist, and a city 
thriving beside deep lakes are all part 
of the same ancient story; one written 
by the earth itself- and patiently, 
respectfully; retold through a lens. 
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FOR THE RECORD 
PDMrequest 
"The model ofISO's reporting is dif­
ferent from the model of reporting 
by other stakeholders,other minis­
tries and government agencies. We 
maxbereporting as directed.Forus 
we are supposed to be reporting to 
the president or as directed, where­
as other people are supposed tore­
port to allinterested stakeholders. We 
are reporting,but because you are 
not privy to our information, that's 
why you may not know whether it 
is there or not there.D Ken Tumwe­
baze, DirectorRnanceand LogIs­
Ucs,atlntemaiSecurttyOrgan· 
IsatIon (ISO), teDsa House com­
mltteeafterUganda'sprlmarydo­
mestlclnteDlgenceagencysought 
anextraShs218b1Uontoenhance 
intelligence c:oIIectIonand monI­
torthe Parish Development Mod· 
eJ(pDM). 

$60~ 
The amount of combined tumoveror 
assetbaseforeross-bordermerg­
ersandjointventuresthattheCom­
monMarketforEastem dSouVl-
emAfHcaCCotnesa al 

notifica 0 Cb Fordigitalmar-
ketplacetransactions, the reporting thresh­
oldhas been set at $25om,assessed on a glob­
al basis rather than the size of business attrib­
utable to the COmesaregion. The new Come­
sa Competition and Consumer Protection 
Regulations Of2025, which came into effect 
on December 4,2025,haveintroduced what 
is known as asuspensory notification regime, 
which:man.dates prior approval by the Come­
sa Competition and ConsuinerCommission 
(CCCC) before the conclusion of a transaction. 
They replaced previous regulatio~ that had 
been in place since 2004, which only required 
companies to notify the Comesa competition 
watchdog ofa merger decisionwithin 30 days 
of the parties'decision.to merge. 

·41% 
The percentage thatSaccos and 
non-deposit-takingmicrofinance 
institutions accounted for all ere 
reports requested in 2025 ~ 

....... ~· t 'he Sa: 0 

The 
central bank also indicates that credit-re­
lated enquiries rose by 28.4 percent,in­
creasingfrom 653,400 to 838,700 injust 
one year, while the averagenumber of . 
registered bonuwers across the three li­
censed creditreference bureau (CRB) ser­
vices surged from 2.9 miIlion to 4.1 mil­
lion.1he report also indicates that the 
numberof Accreditid Credit Providers 
that feed information into CRBs surged 
fromjustseven inJune 2024 to31 by June 
2025.Newly accredited providers now in­
cludeSaccos,non-deposit-takingmicro­
finance institutions,digitallenders and 
money lenders,marlcing one of the most 
significant structural shifts in Uganda's 
credit information system in recent years. 

Something in the 
water 
"These findings chlillenge the 
assumption that bottled wateris 
purer than tap wateJ:Much bottled . 
water begins as municipal tap 
wateJ:What's striking is notjustthat 
these by-products are present, but 
how inconsistent they are between 
brands and even between production 
batches." Bengt RIttrI, founder and 
CEO of Bluewater, says after a 
maJorstudy, newlypubDshedln 
ScienceDIrect, which analysed 
10 widely sold bottled water 
brands using advanced testing 
techniques, Identified dozensof -
chemical disinfection byproducts, 
someofwhlchhadneverbeen 
detected In bottled water. Several 
ofthesecompoundshavebeen • 
linked In laboratory studies to 
DNAdamage and Increased 
cancerrlsk. 


