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• EDITORIAL 
Strengthening 
emergency medical 
respopse. system-is 
the way to go 

T
he Government says it has a comprehensive 
'plan to strengthen Uganda's emergency . 
medical re,won,se (EMS) system. The revelation 
of this critical. intervention arrives at just the 

right moment because road traffic injuries have 
tripled from 50,000 to 164,000 cases over the past 
decade and fatalities surged from 3,000 to 10,000 
annually. 
. We commend the health ministry's clear roadmap 

to operationalise nine regional ambulance 
co-ordination centres, with construction 
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nearing completion in the cities of 
Mbarara, Mbale, Arua and Lira. The 

planned ambulance registration 
system within six months shows 
foresight. 

This expansion is also 
timely since Uganda is 
facing mounting pressure 
from severe malaria, non­
communicable diseases, mental 
health crises and other public 

health. Research confirms strong 
emergency care systems can 

reduce preventable deaths by up to 
54%· 

However, funding cuts in 2025 
disrupted essential emergency medical support 

services. However, lest we forget, a plan is only as 
good as its implementation. Past efforts have lagged 
due to financial constraints, poor infrastructure and 
inadequate human resour~. 

Even though there has been progress in mortality 
rates, challenges persist in pre-hospital care and 
ambulance utilisation. The health ministry should 
ensure this initiative avoids the pitfalls that have 
prevented previous health sector initiatives Hom 
flourishing. 

To succeed, the health ministry needs secure 
sustainable financing, infrastructure gaPs 
addressed and proper staffing for these new centres 
guaranteed. The upcoming ambulance registration 
drive shbuld rigorously be enforced, with clear 
consequences for non-compliance. 

An effective EMS in low-resource settings, like 
ours, needs structured, adaptable implementation 
strategies. 

The nine co-ordination centres, once fully 
operational, will go a long way in curtailing deaths 
arising from ineffective EMS after road crashes. 
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COMMENT 

. NUP AND FDC COLLAPSE, 

. WHILE TOP MPS ARE OUSTED , 
he general election saw a political 
setback for Robert Kyagulanyi 
and the Natiorial Unity Platform 
(NUP), alongside the gradual 

decline of the Forum for Democratic 
Change (FDC). Its dismal performance 
was anticipated, but political bravado 
kept up a brave face. When FDC first 
contested elections in 2006, it won 49 
MPs, then 39 in 20II, and 36 in 2016. 
In the current Parlifment FDC has 29, 
while in the next, only 10 MPs. That is 
the electoral profile FDC leaders, Kizza 
Besigye, Mugisha -tviuntu and Partrick 
Oboi Amuriat, marshalled. 

Having seen the uphill task 
of getting Uganda's presidency, 
Amuriat, in the just concluded 
elections, lowered his sight to Kanyum 
County parliamentary seat, but lost 
to Simon Peter Opolot of National 
Resistance Movement (NRM). NUP 
and Kyagulanyi, with all the media 
hype, could only field 202 candidates 
out of the 499 seats on the deal, and 
settled for a mere 48 in a House that 
will have 529 MPs. 1t lost Buganda, 
its presumed stronghold at 39, while 
NRM has 57- Countrywide, the boastful 
NUP gangsters have just 49, according 
to preliminary results, and NRM 365 
MPs, topping every region. For the first 
time, NRM has swept all the six seats 
in Kasese district. In June 2025, five 
months to the presidential nominations, 
the New ViSion, to its credit, conducted 
and published an opinion poll titled 
"Race to the Presidency", covering 
all the seventeen sub-regions which 
showed that President Yoweri would 
get 73.3%, Kyagulanyi 19%, Jimmy 
Akena 24%, Kizza Besigye 2-3%, 

Mugisha Muntu JO/o, Amuriat JO/o, 
and Muhoozi Kainerugaba JO/o of the 
national vote. Although dismissed 
by critics, it has turned out to be 
aCCl.l1d.te with a L.) margin of error. 
The self-styled 'independent' media 
of The Nation Group, instead, went 
into an overdrive in a hostile posture 
against Museveni, with using salacious, 
sensational, negative, and sometimes 
even false news dominating coverage; 
across therr television, radio, digital 
and social platforms. These deliberately 
negative narratives were intended to 
portray mainly Museveni as Uganda's 
political 'beast', in order to dampen voter 
and public electoral mood towards him. 
These critics may now need to swallow 
their pride and concede they were 
wrong all along. 

Kyagulanyi, as the NUP presidential 
candidate, tumbled from his 2021 best 
of 3.5 million votes (:35%) to 2.6 million 
(24%). As a bad loser, crying foul, 
inside his heart, Kyagulanyi probably 
knows he did not win. His clever tricks, 
including going into hiding, won't 

. change much on Uganda's political 

ground. Kyagulanyi can begin writing 
his political obituary. People's Front 
for Freedom, the FDC breakaway party 
led by Erias Lukwago, has two MPs 
countrywide, but none from Buganda. 
Despite the hype, neither FDC nor NUP 
could manage to field parliamentary 
candidates in all the available-499 
parliamentary seats countrywide, letting 
the NRM to mostly sail alone after its 
internal civil war with the so-called 
independents. FDC and NUP, as well 
as the other opposition parties like 
UPC, Democratic Party, the Alliance for 
National Transformation, Justice Forum, 
conceded very early in the campaigns 
that they collectively did not need to 
weave a joint strategy to tackle NRM 
and President Yoweri Museveni, the 
man they said was their main obstacle to 
power. Now the big' opposition names 
- Abdu Katuntu, Elijah Okupa, Wilfred: 
Niwagaba, Barnabas Tinkasimiire, 
Mathias Mpuuga, Muwanga Kivmnbi..­
Theodore Ssekikubo, Ibrahim Ssemujju 
Nganda, and Paulson Semakula 
Luttamaguzi, fell because of longevity 
that bred extreme arrogance and 
insolence to their own constituents 
that attracted public wrath. Some like 
Kivumbi, Ssekikubo, Tinkasimiire and 
Luttamaguzi don't deserve a tear drop, 
because they had become the drivers 
of cheap, sectarian, invective, and toxic 
politics. Ministers and NRM MPs, even 
with easy soft cash, and using strong­
arm tactics of political subterfuge, 
nevertheless, have crashed, and should 
be good lesson for the future, that well­
informed voters can punish those with 
bad behaviour, however powerful they 
maybe . 

.. -


