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‘Govt speaks out on deported journalists

BYKARIMMUYOBO

KAMPALA. The government has de- -
fended ejecting three French journalists °

who had arrived to cover Uganda’s on- -
going general election, insisting the ac- :

tion did not violate any press freedom.

Last week, journalist Bastien Re- :
nouil, the East Africa correspondent :
for France 24, and two others from Ra- :
dio France Internationale (RFI), were :
expelled despite having entered Ugan-
da with the documentation required to :

carry out their work.

One of the other two journalists work- -

ing for RFI was denied entry at the bor-

der, while the other; initially allowed in-
to the country,was later escorted ontoa :
. return flight. Mr Renouil, who arrived :
on January 17, the day President Mu- :
seveni was declared winner of the pres- :
idential election held two days earlier, :

was denied the opportunity toreport.

But Dr Chris Baryomunsi, the minister
for ICT, Information and National Guid- :
ance, said: “Accreditation is a simple :

and standard process. Uganda is open
to journalists who comply with its laws.

BACKGROUND

The deportations come amid re-
ports that foreign media houses
were barred from covering the ru-
ling party’s rallies and when ope-
rations of organisations, inclu-
ding the Human Rights Network
for Journalists-Uganda, were sus-
pended during the elections.

- The deportations were administrative :
: in nature...Members of the press were :
. accredited to cover events in the coun- :
: tryincluding the elections.If there were :
. issues regarding certain media hous-
. es; that does not mean there is no press
. freedominUganda”
. But Reporters Without Borders (RSF),
. an international body for journalists,
: said the French journalists were asked
© to complete a form normally reserved :
¢ for “suspects,” apologising for alleged-

- Iyfailingto apply for the correct permit. -
After briefly returning to their hotel to

. book air tickets, the journalists retrieved

their passports from immigration offi-

cials and were escorted to Entebbe Air-

port,and departed on January 20.
Human rights defender Dr Living-

stone Ssewanyana condemned the de-

. portations, saying : “We should con-

demn actions that limit media space,

- particularly deportations. They speak

volumes about our democratic creden-

. tials. We are part of the global village,

and international partners require in-
formation that international journal-
ists help to provide.”



