How PDM has lifted Ugandans
into the money economy

As Uganda'marks 40 years of the NRM, PDM stands as a de-
fining pillar of this legacy, translating Ilberatlon into livelihoods,
stability into opportunity, and national development into real,
‘measurable impact at the household level.
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Among the beneficiaries,

~ Ms Pelucy Biira, a visually -
¢ impaired woman who once
. survived by street begging
. in Kasese District, has trans-
¢ formed her life after embrac-
: ingthé PDM funding to capi-
¢ talise in poultry.
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: the usual banks to boost her
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. project for the meantime.
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. institutions but failed due to
. the long list of requirements
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today happy to have bene-
fited from the government,”
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i ens, and the first batch :
: earned Shs1.5m.
¢ Ms Mbabazi explained that :
she invested Shs506,000 to
: buy 205 broiler chicks; she
: used the balance for feed,
: space organisation and
. other logistics. After gaining
i the first profits, she added

. layers of chicken, now with

: about 300 layers ‘of chicken
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. funds are acquired through
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pay in time. My husband lost
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: five children well, pay school
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Since its inception, PDM
has benefited millions of
Ugandans, transforming
them from subsistence

. households into the money
¢ economy.
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¢ the parish level as the low-
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Corruption in PDM ,

Despite the achievements,
the programme has also
registered challenges from
¢ Ugandans who try to benefit
. from the programme, rang-
ing from corruption, favourit-
ism, and segregation, some-
thing that the government
has to address.

During the International
Women's Day celebrations
in Kyankwanzi, Ms Betty Mu-
kaye criticised the top lead-
ership for misusing the PDM
funding by allocating it to
their close relatives, hence

. not benefiting intended par-
: ties:

“Every development

- brought to this area is always
_stolen, like PDM and wom-

en's funds. When we reach
banks to access the funding,

- we don't find it there. | ask
. for prosecution of the wrong
: culprits,” Ms Mbabazi stated.

Ms Mbabazi called for

ability during the fundin
distribution to save the su?
fering Ugandans in need of
the financial support rather
than it being taken to the
already wealthy ‘corrupt of-
ficials’.

To ensure efﬁaency, Pres-
ident Museveni issued a di-
rective to all PDM officials
across the country to stop
denying youth access to

: PDM funds over claims that

: they lack land, insisting that

¢ the viability of youth proj-

- ects, not land ownership,

. : should be the basis for ap-
- proval.

This has created hope for

.  improved governance and

President Museveni and the First Lady, Janet Museveni during a visit to Kyambogo Complex Parish in Nakawa Division, where he met with PDM beneficiaries. PHO-
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¢ administration mindsets,
¢ prioritising the develop-
: ment of coffee, cotton, co-
. coa, cassava, tea, vegetable
: oils/palm oil,
. sugarcane, fish, dairy, beef,

maize, rice,

bananas, beans, avocado,

. shea-nuts, cashew nuts &
. macadamia nuts .growing
: and production.
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