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Save us from animal theft 
As is commonly reported in many parts of the COWl­

try, crime, particularly livestock theft, in Nyakihanga 
Cell, eastern division ofRukungiri MWlicipality,has 
reached Wlbearable levels, leaving people's livelihood 
sources devastated. 

My village is now part of this newly created mWlic- • 
ipality that doesn't have even a factory to employ Ie­
dWldant youth follo}Ving the demise ofKagogo based 
agro processing plant fonnerly owned by North Kige­
zi Cooperative Union. 

Theft of animals,including goats,sheep,pigs, cows 
and poultry,is no longer petty theft; ifhas become 
a sophisticated, well-organised and violent activity 
whose perpetrators attack while anned with machet­
es,ready to kill whoever confronts them. 

Born,raised,and eailca1ed in this commWlity Wl­
til Ileftin 1998 after Seruor Six,honestly,I never wit­
nessed the cries of helpless victims of repeated thefts 
at this scale like today! 

A few years ago, when I had gone for my nephew's 
send-off', the night after the burial, a cow was stolen 
in addition to another one that had been slaughtered 
earlier after it refused to move. 

The goats and chickens stolen from my home are 
cOWltiess. The stolen animals are slaughtered a few 
metres away from homes, and the meat is carried 
away,leaving the Wlwanted behind. 
According to 2024 Annual Police Crime report, 9,5 14 

animals were stolen,ofwhich3, 729 were recovered., 
leaving 5,785 (61 percent ) WlaccoWlted for by the end 
of the year. 
The same source also shows that Western. Uganda is 

the worst hit with 864 cases,followed by North ~o­
ga (578 cases), and Rwenzori West and East ~oga with 
527 and 5 i 7 cases,respectively. 

The problem being driven by several factors includ­
ing-illlemployment,high population induced de­
mand for meat,inadequate intelligence and enforce­
ment,is reported cOWlt:ry\'tide, but lieel om commu-

• nity has been worst hit,given we don't graze in big 
numbers, but the few we have are not spared. 

It's not even the recurrence of the crimes that trou­
bles residents most, but rather the confidence the per­
petrators wield:" 
To appreciate the scale and magnitude oflivestock 

theft, one needs to hear the incident that occurred 
on the night ofDecember 27,2025' when thieves stole 
poultry belonging to the Lei chainnan who had slept 
at aroWld 4am after exhausting group security pa­
trois. 

On the same day,the chairman's neighbour had a 
thanksgiving event at a commWlity church, but sadly, 
all the animals the old lady received from friends and 
her children were stolen after one week and slaugh­
teredjust 200 metres away. 

Out of the 16 nearby homesteads I interacted with 
regarding the persistent livestock theft, 11 lost either 
animals or birds to thieves. 

As a formidable source offinancial stability,the theft 
of cows,goats, and sheep leaves fumilies,particularly 
smallholder fanners,in dire financial distress. Some 
of the stolen livestock include animals acquired using 
PDMloans. 
Besides reducing incomes critical for school fees, 

medical care,food security,livestock theft is causing 
fear,forcing residents to stay awake at night guarding 
their livestock, some even sleep outside. 

Then there are those who have resorted to sharing 
accommodation with animals exposing themselves • 
to poor hygiene and attendant health risks. 

Since local authorities,including district police ap­
..pear overwhelmed, thenational security appara­
tus ought to intervene and reverse the increased so­
cial and economic menace via intelligence gathering 
(monitoring commWlication and movements of the 
network of organised livestock thieves and their cli­
entele. 

Good enough, the suspects' identities and connec­
tions are ~dyprovided to local police by commu­
nitymembers. 
. This is in addition to fighting corruption propagat­
ed by the organised crime networks that pay bribes to 
Wldermine cases.Reports of collusion between local 
leaders,security officials, and criminals are common. 

Andrew Bakoraho Kakura, . ~."'" 
ConcemedCitizen_ 
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Boy child advocacy: A strong 
support system is not optional 

There is a Luganda saying 
that goes, "omwana takula ye­
ka" to mean that a child does 
not grow up alone. Yet many 
parents are raising children in 
emotional ~olation, especially 
when it comes to the boy child. 

When a once-jolly boy be­
comes withdrawn, angry, or dis­
tant, our first instinct is often 
to harden up: "Boys must be 
strong.""He will grow out of it." 
"Let him learn to handle life." 
But what if that silence is not 
strength, but a cry for support? 

Many boys are raised to sup­
press emotion early. Tears 
are discouraged. Vulnerabil­
ity is mocked. Affection is ra­
tioned. By the time they reach 
adolescence, they have learnt 
one powerful lesson: Do not 
need anyone. And so, when 
life overwhelms them, as it 
inevitably does, they shut 
down instead of reaching out. 

For parents, this shutdown 
can feel terrifying. You look at 
your son and wonder where the 
child you knew went. You ques­
tion your parenting. You feel 
rejected, frustrated, and even 
helpless. 

And yet, in that moment,par­
enting becomes less about con­
trol and more about connec­
tion_ Something no parent can 
rebuild alone. 

This is where support 
systems matter deeply. 
In many Ugandan homes, par­
enting is still seen as an ¥vid­
ual duty.often fulling heaVily on 
one parent, usually the mother. 

Even in marriage, emotion­
allabour is Wleven. Yet boys 
especially need multiple safe 
adults, fathers, uncles, men­
tors, teachers, to help them pro­
cess the world. When one bridge 
breaks, another must exist. 
The boy child needs to see men 

who talk, who listen, who apol­
ogise, who sit in discomfort in-

, 

stead of exploding or disappear­
ing. 

A present father or father fig­
ure is not a luxury, it is protec­
tion. When men step in to slow 
things down, to interpret si­
lence, to model emotional lan­
guage, boys learn that masculin­
ity does not mean isolation. 

Parents, we must also ac­
knowledge the pressures on our 
boys today: Economic uncer­
tainty, academic competition, 
social media expectations, and 
shrin.}ting spaces for healthy 

male identity. 
Without support, these pres­

sures harden into anger, with­
drawal, or risk-taking behav­
iours. We then punish what 
we failed to understand. 
Asking for help is not 
weakness. It is wisdom. 
There is no trophy for parental 

burnout. No medal for suffering 
in silence. 

Raising emotionally healthy 
boys requires community, hu­
mility, and intentional partner­
ship. If your son feels unreach-

able, it may not be because you 
failed but because you were 
never-meant to carry him alone. 

To raise boys who can love, 
lead, and live well, we must 
first show them thai support 
is not optional but survival. 

And in doing so, we heal not 
only our sons, but our fami­
lies, and ultimately, our nation. 

Joan Salmon, 
Boy child advocate 

What is your assessment of the 2026 General Election? 

Ramesh Babu, 
Chairman- Kiboko Group 
They went on smoothly, 
people were scared that we 
would experience what hap­
penedin Tanzania,but we 
had the confidence that Pres­
ident Museveni is capable of 
handling the situation. 

GoutamDas, 
Trustee Indian 
Association 
I am Ugandan and I have 
been voting since 1996, this 
has been the most peace­
ful election.I voted from Na­
guru go-down and later I 
joined my family. 

Dr Venkata Krishnan, 
Businessman 
It was a very peaceful elec­
tion compared to happened 
in Kenya and Tanzania be­
fore. President Museveni 
kept us safe and people fol­
lowed his instructions at­
tentively. 

K.R ThakkaJ; 
DireCtor, National Foren­
sics Science University 
Government did the right 
thing to shut down internet 
because the peace we are en­
joying right now after elec­
tions is a result of that shut­
down. 
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