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National News 

The arrest follows a \ 
shoot-out in Kira Mu­
nicipality in which police 
recovered a gun belong­
ing to an anti-terrorism -
unit. 

Top JATT omcer naIlled 
in arIlled robbery probe 

BY ANDREW BAGALA 

A
n anned robbery suspect found 
in possess~on ot: an ass~ult ri­
.fle belongmg to the polite has 
accused a senior security com­

mander attached to a key counter-ter­
rorism unit of being behind a criminal 

. gang that has been carrying out anned 
robberies. . . 

The suspect w:as an:~sted following 
a shoot-out between police patrol of­
ficers and anned thugs iIi Kireka, Kira 
Municipality, Wakiso District, last week. 
During the confrontation, police recov­
ered the firearm, which preliminary in· 
vestigations indicate belongs to a spe­
cialised anti-terrorism unit. 

A security source, who requested ano­
nymity because of the sensitivity of the 
matter, said one suspect was shot dead 
during the exchange of fire, while an­
other surrendered with his rifle. The 
surviving suspect reportedly pleaded 
for his life,promising to reveal those be­

. hind the criminal gang. 
According to the source, the suspect 

alleged that the robberies were be-· 
ing carried out on the orders of a sen­
ior military commander attached to 
one of the country's counter-terrorism 
units. 

"The police have commenced mves­
tigations, and our sister security agen­
cies have also been informed to jointly 
paFticipate in the probe since a senior 
military officer has been named,"the 
source said. 

When contacted for comment, Kam­
pala Metropolitan Police spokesperson 
Rachael Kawala declined to discuss the 
matter and. referred the Daily Monitqr 
to the national police spokesperson,Mr 
Kituuma Rusoke. 

However, Mr-Rusoke did not respond 
to questions sent to him last week. 

This is the second incident in six 
months in which firearms belonging to 
an anti-terrorism unit have been recov-

Police display two guns that were recovered from suspected robbers in 
Greater Masaka last year. PHOTO/FILE 

ered from suspected criminals. 
In July last year, two assault rifles be­

longing to a counter-terrorism unit 

CRIME AT A GLANCE 

According to the Uganda Police 
Force annual crime report, overall 
crime in the country declined 
by about 4.1 percent in 2024, 
with reported cases falling from 
228,074 in 2023 to 218,715. 
However, Kampala Metropolitan 

were recovered during an operation 
against suspected robbers in Kifuta Vil­
lage, Kibira Sub-couilty,Kyotera District. 

remains a major crime hotspot, 
with polic:~ divisions recording 
between about 1,200 and 3,600 
cases each, led by Otd Kampala 
Division, which reported the 
highest number of cases, while 
Kakiri Division recorded the 
lowest. 

Investigations 
commence. 
The police have com­
menced investigations, 
and our sister security 
agencies have also 
been informed to 
jointly participate 
in the probe since a 
senior military officer 
has been named,"- a 

source told Daily Monitor 

The suspects were allegedly planning to 
rob a coffee dealer ofShs50 million. 

In the Kira Municipality incident, po­
lice suspect the recovered gun may 
have been used in several robberies 

that have rocked Kampala Metropoli­
tan East since last year. 

Investigators are yet to establish who 
had the fireann before it was allegedly 
used in the robberies. Police sources say 
most firearms issued to security agen­
cies are recorded in forensic databases, 
making it possible to trace their histo­
ry and usage. Authorities say there has 
been a rise in anned robberies in Kira 
Municipality, Wakiso District, and parts 
of neighbouring Mukono District. . 

II:!. November last year, anned attack­
ers shot dead the Officer-in-Charge of 
Ntawo Police Post,Assistant Superin­
tendent of Police Emmanuel Bagenda. 

Since April last year, two men anned 
with assault rifles have been captured 
on CCIV cameras robbing mobile mon­
ey outlets and wholesale businesses in 
Kira Municipality and parts of Mukono 
District. 

Mr Rusoke previously said intelligence 
reports indicated that the crimes were 
being carried out by organised crimi: 
nal gangs. He added that security agen­
cies were still hunting for suspects who 
escaped during recent operations. 

In mid-2025,Mr Rusoke reported simi­
lar incidents in Namugongo Division in 
Kira Municipality and Goma Division 
in Mukono District, where residents 
were attacked by thugs anned with rna­
chetes and knives. 

"The attackers began their spree in 
Nabweru in Mukono District, then con­
tinued through Kyaliwajjala and Sonde 
in Wakiso District, before proceeding 
to Seeta Town in Mukono. On. their re­
turn to Nabweru, they co~ed an­
other robbery at ~anve Industrial 
Park along the Kampala-Jinja highway," 
he said. 

The affected areas are predominant­
ly residential neighk01unoods housing 
hundreds of middle- and working-class 
residents who provide labour to Kam­
pala City and the industrial hubs of 
Wakiso and Mukono districts. 
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How Uganda cut malaria 
deatbs in babies by half 
BY TONNY ABET children under five declined from 

390,911 cases in the 2022/2023 finan­
cial year to 30~949 in 2024/2025 finan­
cial year, a reduction of close to 90,000 
cases. 

"The vaccine is important, but it is not 
a magic bullet. It must be combined 
with other measures such as consistent 
use of mosquito nets and indoor resid-
ual spraying,"Dr Lugemwa added. 

Uganda ihtroduced the malaria vac­
cine in April 2025 in 107 districts with 
the highest disease burden, target­
ing children aged between six and 11 
months. According to the health sector 
performance report, by the end of the 
2024/2025 financial year, 96 percent of 
the targeted population had received 
the first dose. 

"A few areas are already reporting 
. fewer cases of severe malaria; 

KAMPALA. Hospitals across Uganda 
are recording a steady decline in malar­
ia admissions and deaths among chil­
dren under five, marking a major public 
health gain in a country that has long 
carried one of the world's heaviest ma­
laria burdens. 

Over the same period, deaths among 
hospitalised children fell from 
2,321 to 1,249,representing a .---..... that is exactly what the vac-

An analysis of Ministry of Health da­
ta shows that over the last three finan­
cial years, malaria admissions among 
babies dropped sharply, while deaths 
among hospitalised children in this age 
group were reduced by nearly half. 

Health officials attribute the gains to 
a combination ofpreyention measures, 
improved treatment, and the recent 
roll-out of the malaria vaccine. 

Figures from July 2022 to June 2025 in­
dicate that malaria admlssioI)S among 
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drop of almost 50 percent. 
Dr Myers Lugemwa, the 

head of the Malaria Con­
trol Programme at the 
Ministry of Health, says 
theimprovementrefieds 
sustained investment in 
prevention and early treat­
ment,alorigside the introduc­
tion of the malaria vaccine. 

"The decline is a result of multiple 
interventions working together," Dr 
Lugemwa said. 
i)~'Y"' f:.'1) •. L :J 

cine is meant to do, but 
families must continue 
using bed nets even after 
vaccination,"Dr Lugem­
wasaid. 
To reinforce preven­

tion efforts, the Minis­
try of Health launched an­

other wave of mosquito net 
distribution in December 2025. 

Health minister Dr Jane Ruth Aceng 
said the ministry is preparing for a na­
tionwide campaign this month, during-
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ABOUT MALARIA VACCINE 

Uganda introduced the malaria 
vaccine in April 2025 in 107 
districts with the highest disease 
burden, targeting children aged 
between six and 11 months. 
According to the health sector 
performance report, by the 
end ofthe 2024/2025 financial 
year, 96 percent of the targeted 
population had received the first 
dose. 

which 25.8 million mosquito nets will ; 
be distributed free of charge. 

Under the first wave, districts with a 
high malaria burden, including parts 
ofLango,Busoga and Bukedi, are receiv­
ingnets. 

Dr Jimmy Opigo, a former head of the 
Malaria Control Division, also said hos­
pitals have become more efficient in 
managing severe malaria cases, reduc­
ing delays that often prove fatal. 

"We are also promoting the use of 
medicines for prevention, because if 
you c~ar p;lIasites from pepple, mos-
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quitoes have nothing to transmit," he 
added. 

According to ministry data, insecti­
cide-treated net cov..erage stood at 76 
percent as of June 2025. Malaria inci­
dence also declined from 280 cases per 
1,000 people in the 2023/2024 finan­
cial year to 260 per 1,000 in 2Q24/2025, 
a drop officials attribute to indoor re­
sidual spraying in West Nile and Buke­
di,and seasonal malaria chemoprophy­
laxis in Karamoja. 

Overall, the health sector perfor­
mance report indicates a 14.1 percent 
reduction in malaria cases in 2024/2025 
compared to the previous year. 

Despite the progress, vaccine uptake. 
beyond the first dose remains a con­
cern. While nearly all targeted children 
received the initial dose, only 33 per­
cent completed the second dose and 
just nine petcent received the third. 

Dr Richard Kabanda, the commission­
er for health promotion, urged parents 
to ensure children complete the full 
vaccination schedule while maintain­
ing other preventive practices."The vac­
cine only protects against severe malar­
ia; it does not replace bed nets or other 
measures;" he-said.~ -
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