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Could the Qatar. 
pitch unlock the 
Premier League 
Dream for Uganda? 
What the Uganda Cubs achieved was.the most 
important firsfstep; they captured the world's ­
attention and redefined what was conceivable for 
Ugandan football. 

BYNICKOLUPOT 

T
he spectacle unfolding in Qatar was, 
on paper,just a youth tournament. 
Yet.,for Ugandanfootball,the U17Fifu 
World CUp felt like the first tremors 

of a long-awaited seismic shift. As the 
"Uganda Cubs" defied expectations,first 
outmaneuvering amuch-funcied French 
side and then edging past the "Young 
Lions ofTeranga" from Senegal, they did 
morethah advance in acomwtition; they 
igniteq 'a potent, intoxicating question 
across thehation. 
It was a question that dared to re­

frame a historic frustration: Had this 
generation just come closer than any 
before to producing the first Ugandan 

to play in the English Premier League 
(EPL)? 

The premise was not born from mere 
euphoria, but from a clear-eyed analysis 
of a historic bottleneck. For decades, the 
EPL's global broadcast had been a nightly 
religion in Uganda,its stars worshiPPed as 
demigods.Yet,thefield of play remained a 
distant, unrea<;hable cathedral 

No Ugandan had ever featured 'in its 
hallowed competition. This disconnect, 
between fervent fandom and on-field 
representation, was a peculiar pain for 
a nation with deep footballing passion. 
Theimpact ofbreakingthis barrier would 
have been profound,providing a tangible, 
electrifying blueprint for every child with 
aball 

The Uganda Cubs appear for Uganda in Qatar last year. PHOTO/FILE. 

Talent under the global spotlight 

The first and most crucial box was em­
phatically tiCked in Qatar; undeniable tal-
enthad beenshowcased. _ 

This was not a team of athletes merely 
competing; it was a tactically disciplined, 
technically sound unit holding its own 
againstnations with entrenched football­
ing infrastructures.Scouts from top Eur0-
pean academies, whose networks were 
vast and eyes ever-present at such tourna­
ments, undoubtedly took note. 

They were not just looking for the flash­
iest p~ but for football intelligence,ad­
aptab~andcoachability;traitstheCubs 
displayedin abundance.Forseveralstand­
out players, the tournament represent­
ed their first major audition on the glob-

_ alstage. , 
A subsequent move to a high-level Eur0-

pean academy; governed by systems such 
as England's Elite Player Performance 
Plan (EPPP), was the logical next step for 
turning that audition into a contract This 

HOPE 

These young men were not just 
playing football; they were buil­
ding a mental database of suc­
cess against elite opposition. 
They learnt that they could stare 
down a world football power­
house such as France and not 
blink. 
That confidence, forged in the 
heat of a World Cup, was the 
kind of intangible asset that 
could sustain a player through 
the lonely, challenging years of 
academy life abroad. It had the 
potential to shift their internal 
narrative from "I hope I can" to "I 
know I belong:' 
They created a new reference 
point for excellence. 
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system was designed tofust-track develop­
ment within a holistic environment,fo­
cusing on technical skills, tactical under­
standing, and crucially;life skills. For a tal­
ented Ugandan teenager,it represented a 
golden pathway that had finally become 
visible. 

Forging a winner's mentality 
However, raw talent alone was an in­

complete passport One of the most signif­
icant barriers historically cited by coach­
es and observers was a lack of the requi­
site mentcl strength to thrive at the high- _ 
est echelons ofEuropeanfootbalt 

The leap from domestic competition to 
the intensity oftop-tier Europe was not 
just physical; it-was profoundly psycho­
logical.It demanded resilience in the fuce 
of criticism., consistency under immense 
pressure, and an unshakable self-belief. 
This was where the Qatar experience ~" 
came a potentially priceless psychologi­
Cal investment. Competing and succeed­
ing on that global stage at such a forma­
tive age was an irreplaceable builder of 
character. 

Not aguanurtee gWen 
To be clear, the tournament's end did 

not bring a prediction of inevitability, but 
it solidified an argument fo. a new and 
tangible possibility. What the Uganda 
CUbs achieved was the most important 
first step; they captured the world's atten­
tion and redefined what was conceivable 
for Ugandanfootball. 

They showed that with structured 
coaching, tactical discipline, and collective 
beliet;Ugandan players could eXcel on the 
world's stage. Scouts~ere now watching, 
and academies might soon come calling. 
The dream of a Ugandan in the EPL has 
become a project with a visible, talented 
cohortatitsheart. 
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Steel &.Tu be INTRODUCES 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REOI) PRO/REOI/26/16 

Supply and Delivery of Plywood Sheet to UNMISS Logbase in Juba, 
the Republic of South Sudan. 

Closing Date for Receipt of EOI: 06 February 2026 

General pescriptlon of the Requirement 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan 

(UNMISS) hereby solicits Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) from competent Companies for' the 
Supply and Delivery of Plywood Sheet to 
UNMISS Logbase in Juba, the Republic of South 
Sudan. 

Conditions' 

I.lnterested companies are invited to submit 
their Expression of Interest (EOI) online, by hand 
delivery, or bye-mail as indicated below. The 
EOI must include, as a minimum, the following 
information: 

• United Nations Global Market (UNGM) and 
Registration Number for Airport Runway 
Construction Services of UNSPSC Code no 
11122001 

·Company's contact details (address, 
telephone and fax numbers, e-mail, etc.). 

Important Notice: 

2.This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. 
UNMISS reserves the right to change or cancel 
the requirement at any time during the REOI 
and/or solicitation process. Thus, submitting a 
response to this REOI does not automatically 
guarantee that your company will be consid­
ered for receipt of the solicitation when issued. 

3.UNMISS also reserves the right to send the 
Solicitation Documents to companies who 
were identified through additional market 

research or other meons to source the U 
requirements. 

4.Vendors interested in fulfilling the requirement 
described above must be registered with 
UNGM and those not registered may wish to 
visit www.ungm.org for full registration informa­
tion in order to be eligible to participate in any 
solicitation. 

5.Vendors already registered at the UNGM basic 
level are strongly advised to upgrade to level 1 
in order t6 be eligible for any ensuing of 
contract. 

6.Local and Regional companies, women 
owned business and businesses owned by 
people living with disabilities are encouraged 
to participate. -

7_The EOI, clearly marked "Requestfor Expression 
of Interest - SupplY and Delivery of Plywood 
Sheet to UNMISS Log base In Juba, the Republic 

- of South Sudan" must be received by UNMISS 
no later than 16:00 hours local time in South 
Sudan (GMT+2) on friday 06 February 2026, via 
the link https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice-· 
or contact e-mail to: ousman.sowe@un.org 
with a copy to lafta@un.org in case of 
difficulties. The EOI may also be hand-delivered 
to the attention of the Chief Procurement 
Officer, United Nations Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) Near Juba Intemational Airport, 
Room No.: 3C/02, Juba, South Sudan, Tel: 
+211912067160. 

FABRICATION & INSTALLATION OF: 
• Warehouses And Distribution Centres. 
• Industria I, Commercial & Residential Buildings 
• Railway Station And Bridges. 

STIL Structural Engineering Division. 
Kazinga Industrial Business Park,Namanve - Kampala 
Email: sales_peb@stil-group_com 

• Curved Roof Buildjngs. 
-. Water Panel Tank With Stand. 

• Fuel Tank, Hand Railings. 
• Staircase, Designer Plates . 

CONTACT US FOR THE 

el: +256 745317106 
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