
. What is his crime? 
GEOFREY SERUGO 

Every morning in Magere, the gates of 
Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu's home no 
longer open to ordinary political life. They 
open to silence, soldiers, and fear. 

In the days afte\ Uganda's January 15 
armed presidential election, armoured 
men scaled the opposition leader's fence, 
prowled his compound, and have since 
camped tQ.ere. Kyagulanyi, better known as 
Bobi Wme, the pop-star-turned politician, 
slipped away in the night. Since then, he 
has lived in hiding, his home under what his 
allies describe as a de facto military siege. 

The question hanging over Uganda's post­
election moment is starK and unsettling: 
wj:lat, ~;~ Bobi Wme's crime? 

A CANDIDATE BECOMES A TARGET 
Kyagulanyi was the main challenger to 

President Yoweri Museveni in the January -
15, 2026 election, a contest that marked 
four decades ofMuseveni's unintelTIlpted 
rule. Eight candidates-were nominated by 
the Electoral Commission in September 
2025, whittled down from more than 200 
aspirants who had picked up nomination 
forms. On paper, the election followed 
constitutional form: universal adult 
suffrage; secret ballots, and one box per 
polling station. 

But since Museveni was declared the 
winner with about 71 percent of the 
vote, the legal rituals have given way to a 
harsher political reality, especially for the 

-opposition. 
Over 500 supporters of Kyagulanyi's 

National Unity Platform (NUP) have 
reportedly been arrested before and after 
polling day. In a series of now-delet¢ posts 
on X, the Chief of Defence Forces, Gen. 
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, claimed that 22 

NUP supporters had been killed. Several 
senior NUP officials have disappeared 
or been detained. Dr. Lina Zedriga Warn, 
the party's deputy president for Northern 
Uganda, was reportedly abducted from her 
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home on polling day and remains missing, according 
to Kyagulanyi. Jolly Jacklyn Tukamushaba, the deputy 
president for Western Uganda, was allegedly abducted 
a day earlier in Rukiga District. In the Central Region, 
MP Muwanga Kivumbi was arrested, charged, and 
remanded to Kitalya Prison. 

Against this backdrop, Kyagulanyi's flight from his 
own home looks less like political theatre and more like 
survival. 

RAIDS IN THE NIGHT 
On January 26, ten days after he went into hiding, 

Kyagulanyi gave a detailed account of what-he says 
happened inMagere. The first raid came on the night 
of January 16, hours after the polls closed. 

"When we saw them jumping over our fence on 
the night of January 16, I managed to escape from my 
home," he said ''They did not enter the house; th~ 
stopped in the compound" 

Two more raids followed on January 21 and January 
23- This time, he says, dozens of soldiers broke down 
doors, confiscated documents, including academic 
certificates and land titles, and seized phones, laptops, 
and ccrv cameras. His wife, Barbie Kyagulanyi, was 
allegedly held at gunpoint as soldiers demanded to 
know where her husband was. 

''All these actions by Museveni's regime are signs 
of weakness," Kyagulanyi said ''IfMuseveni claims 
he won the election, why is he panickipg? Why is he 
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harassing people, me, and my fainily? These ire signs 
of shame and illegitimacy." 

He says he remains away from home because his life 
is under threat. . 

''1 take this opportunity to thank the international 
community for the voices they have raised and 
encourage them to keep an eye on Uganda, especia11y 
at this critical time," he added. ''To my fellow 
Ugandans, this is our country. All this is being done to 
intimidate us." 

THE GENERAL SPEAKS 
The most explosive commentary has come not 

from civilian officials, but from the army commander 
himself 

On JaI).uary 17, Gen. Muhoozi Kainerugaba said no 
one was looking for Bobi Wme. Five days later, the 
tone shifted dramatically. He accused Kyagulanyi 
. of having "started a war against the country" and 
declared that he would ''pay for :everything he has 
done." "Whether R.obert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu is 

- in the country or not," Muhoozi said, ''1, as CDF, in 
the interests of national security and for the good 
of the commonwealth, ban him from any further 
participation in Uganda's electoral processes." 

He said his orders carried the authority of the 
Commander-in-Chief, President Museveni. 
. On the raids at Magere, the army chief denied 
assaulting Kyagulanyi's wife. "My soldiers did not beat 
up Barbie, Bobi Wme's wife," he said ''First of all, we 
do not beat women. They are not worth our time. We 
are looking for her cowardly husband, not her." 

He added that although the search had briefly been 
suspended, troops had been instructed to apprehend 
Kyagulanyi "dead or alive" - a phrase that sent a chill 
through Uganda's already tense political climate. 

The Uganda People's Defence Forces declined 
to offerfintherclarification. ''1 have nothing to 
S<J:j about it," said the acting director of defence 
communications, Chris Magezi. 

A DMDED GOVERNMENT VOICE 
Inside government, the responses have been 

notably unev.en. 
Information Minister Chris Baryomunsi defended 

the security presence at Kyagulanyi's home, saying it 
was meant to monitor visitors, not to stop him from 
living there. He denied that the opposition leader was 
wanted by the state and suggested Kyagulanyi was 
simply avoiding the political consequences of defeat. 

''1 think he is embarrassed that he performed much 
worse compared to the last elections; ' Baryomunsi 
said "He has collapsed in many areas where he was 

previously strong, and because he can't 
explain that loss, he just goes into hiding." 

But other ministers have struck a 
markedly different tone. Betty Arnongi, 
the Minister for Gender, Labour and 
Social Development, publicly condenmed 
post -election violence, arrests, and the 
inflammatory online posts attributed to the 
army chief. 

''1t gives inflammatory rhetoric," she said 
''1 don't approve of that because it inflames 
rather than builds peace. The recklessness 
is not good for public discourse and 
democracy." 

Arnopgi warned that ''post-violence, 
framed arrests" undermine national 
unity and damage Uganda's international 
standing. "Such actions make the 
govemment appear repressive and 
dictatorial," she said ''There is significant 
concern about the democratic direction our 
country is taking." 

WHATTHIS MOMENT REVEALS 
Taken together, the raids, arrests, 

disappearances, and rhetoric point to 
something deeper than a dispute over one 
election result. They expose the unresolved 
tension at the heart of Uganda's politics: 
a system that holds regular elections, but 
struggles to tolerate genuine opposition. 

Bobi Wme's rise from ghetto pop star to 
presidential contender once symbolised 
a generational shift, a sense that politics 
could be contested without guns. His 
current predicament suggests how fragile 
that hope remains. 

The state insists he is not wanted. The 
army speaks of war. Ministers contradict 
one another. Meanwhile, the opposition 
leader is in hiding, his home raided, his allies 
jailed or missing. 

If Bobi Wme has committed a crime, 
it has yet to be clearly stated, charged, or 
tested in court. What is unmistakable is 
the message being sent: in today's Uganda, 
challenging power can still carry a heavy 
personal cost. 

And as the dust settles on yet another 
election, the country is left with an 
uncomfortable reckoning not just about 
who won, but about what kind of political 
future is being enforced in the aftermath. 

East Africa'S banks race to keep up with a borderless economy 
TALENT ATWINE MUVUNYJ 

At the Busia border, it is no longer unusual to see 
traders stepping offbuses with smartphones in band, 
checking balances, settling payments, and moving on 
before the dust has even settled. East Africa is on the 
. move its people, its goods, its money and the region's 
banks are being forced to move with it. 

Cross-border banking has become one of the quiet 
~ngines of regional integration. AB trade and travel 
stretch beyond nationalllnes, banks are following 
their customers, setting up branches, subsidiaries, 
and digital platfonns that allow money to move as 
freely as people do. The aim is simple: make it easier 
to finimce trade, support investment, and keep pace 
with an economy that no longer fits neatly inside 
borders. 

Nowhere is this shift more visible than in 
Africa, where regional policies have lowered 
barriers that once slowed commerce. The East 
African Community's Common Market Protocol, 
which allows the free movement of people among 
member states, has transformed how individuals 
and businesses operate. Traders cross borders daily. 
Professionals work in multiple countries. Families 
live spread across the region. Their financial lives, 

inevitably, stretch across borders too. 
Banks have responded by rethinking how regional 

customers are served. Products are increasingly 
designed for people whose aa::ounts, incomes, and 
obu.,aations span more than one country. It is within 
this landscape that I&!\II Bank rolled out its IMBRISK 
campaign in November 2025, positioning it as a 
practical response to a very real problem. 

IlI4BRISK allows customers to deposit, withdraw, 
and transfer money at any I&M Bank branch in 
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, and Rwanda regardless 
of where their main account is held Transactions 
are done in local currency, without the need to open 
multiple accounts in different countries. For frequent 
travellers, cross-border traders, and import -export _ 
businesses, this removes a familiar headache. 

The solution is open to all I&M Bank account 
holders and is aimed squarely at people who have 
long struggled with delays, limited access to funds, or 
the inefficiencies of moving money across borders. 

I For many, it replaces cash-heavy transactions with 
something faster, safer, and easier to track. 

This kind of innovation is arriving at a moment of 
rapid change in East Africa's payments ecosystem. 
In 2025, the region pushed forward with its Cross­
Border Payment System Masterplan, desioaned to 

enable integrated and near-instant transfers 
across countries. National systems are 
being linked, while continental platfonns 
such as the Pan-African Payment and 
Settlement Sy"Stem (PAPSS) are gaining 
ground Global players like Mastercard are 
also expanding digital acceptance across the 
region. 

The numbers underline why banks are 
paying attention. MicroSave Cotlsulting 
eStimates the East African cross-border 
payments market at about USD 329 billion 
in 2025, with projections showing it could 
reach USD 1 trillion by 2035. That growth 
around 12 percent a year is being driven by 
fintech innovation, the spread of mobile 
money, and a steady rise in intra-African 
trade. 

Trade volumes themselves tell the 
story. In the second quarter of 2025, total 
merchandise trade within the East African 
Community reached roughly USD 38.2 
billion, a jump of 284 percent compared to 
the same period in 2024 Goods are moving 
faster through border posts and airports, 
and money needs to move just as efficiently. 

Travel adds another layer. Around 40 
percent of tourism in recent years has been 
intra-regional, with East Africans crossing 
borders for business, study, leisure, and 
family visits. AB mobility increases, so 
does the need for blinking services that 
work seamlesslyacross countries allowing 
people to pay for hotels, transport, and daily 
expenses without juggling cash or accounts 
in every destination. 

Some traders still rely on cash, particularly 
for foreign transactions. But solutions 
like IMBRISK are steadily reshaping 
expectations, offering a glimpse of what 
regional banking can look like when it aligns 
with how people actually live and work. 

By adapting to a mobile, interconnected 
region, cross-border banking is doing more 
than moving money. It is helping to knit 
East Africa's economies closer together, 
supporting trade, easing travel, and making 
it simpler for businesses and individuals 
to operate beyond national borders. In a 
region defined 41creasingly by movement, 
the future of banking is learning to move 
too. 
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