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Be careful; internet gets 
scarier by the day 

The Nerd In He ... 
Do something different this year 

ABDALLAH MBAJJA In other words, your chances of 
successfully suing the company 

The Grok scandal is still unfolding" because Grok inserted your spouse 
and so far, it has shown no signs of or infant into a pornographic scene 
abating. Grok was initially released - are low. ' 
in November 2023. However. this X X has limited Grok's ahility to alter 
(formerly Twitter) AI only gained images you don't own in countries -
infamy in January 2026 when X that forbid such actions. But guess 

-added an image-editingfeature to what? Uganda is not one of those 
the chatbo~ ," countries. That leaves you with only 

You can mo¢fy any image you one option. 
want by simply clicking 'Edit' Stop posting personal pictures of 
and typing your request into the yourself online. At the very least, MICHAEL KATEREGGA 
box. Why does that matter? The stop posting high-quality images. In 
Guardian reported recently that response to international backlash, What resolutionS have you made 
people had used Grok to generate X has hidden Grok's image-editing for 2026? I am specifically talking 
three million sexualized images in features behind a paywall. about your hobbies. 
just 11 days. But that monthly $8 fee is unlikely People neglect this aspect of their 

But why would anyone take to stop the world's many perverts. lives, probably because they are 
offense at your decision to erase that Find a way of navigating social ignorant of the substantial impact 
blouse and those jeans from that media without using real pictures hobbies can have on their mental 
picture on your page, leaving you automatically own the copyright of yourself At the very least, leave and emotional w~-being. 
naked? Because no one is generating to that selfie, and no one can use it your children out of your pictures; To clarify, if football, drinking, 
sexualized pictures of themselves. without your consent. Also, you can report individuals clubbing, and the like are your idea 

Instead, they are producing That means exaGrly what you think , who misuse your images without of fun, I have nothing to offer. I can 
sexualized pictures of other people. it means. You can get in legal trouble your consent. More than likely, the only speak about the nerdy comer I 

Imagine a scenario in whith a for posting someone else's original platform in question will delete the typically inhabit. 
. ' random stranger grabs a family pictures or images without their images and ban the perpetrator. I recommend rethinking the two 

picture from your page, removes permission, assuming the owner is Addition'ally, you can reach most important components of 
everyone's clothes, places them in willing to take action. out to online resources such as nerd culture, namely: money and 
sexualized poses, and publishes that , Does that mean Grok is breaking , eSafety, who work with vjctims to fandorns. 
picture for the world to see. copyright lawby allowing a stranger identify and forcefully remove their Let's start with fandoms; the 

Before you dismiss that suggestiop to edit your pictures? Well, maybe. deepfakes from the internet. I used communities that populate 
as an exaggeration, of those three Here is the problem with social eSafety merely as an example. They entertainment mediums and 
million sexualized images, 23,000 media platforms. They recognize primarily help Australian victims. properties. 
were of children, which is why the that every user owns the intellectual Look for online resources with Your approach to fandoms will 
world is losing its mind. Grok is property rights to their content. a broader reach. You can also add depend on where you are. If you 
essentially allowing X users to make However, when you join a social watermarks to your photos. This consume your favourite properties 
child pornography. media platform, you also agree to encourages deepfake content and titles in isolation (video games) 

The controversy has raised an grant them a license to use your creators to avoid them because movies, TV shows, comics, novels, 
important question about public content. ~ a watermark makes your images etc), break that habit. 
images and copyright law. Most of This is why another person can easier to trace. Most forms of fiction can be 
you think that any image you post share your pictures on social media The internet is becoming more enjoyed in isolation. But do you 
online is fair game, and the public without attracting expensive dangerous with each passing know what makes a great movie 
can use it as they see fit. lawsuits. moment. As bad as you think things better? Gushing about it with 

In many modem countries, you Grok's actions fall somewhere are, they can still get so much people who loved it as much as you 
own every original image you create within that gap. Those terms and worse, and in ways you could not did. _ 

_-or post. As soon as you take that ' conditions you blindly agreed to have predicted. Think back to the Game of Thrones 
selfie, it is yours. You don't have to while joining X give the chatbot craze. Think about the millions 
formally apply for copyright. You more legal room than you realize. I mbjjnr8@gmail.com of viewers around the world who 
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~I "'l&ae;l~ "~e;l~.~ f=== person whenever a new episode ==, 1.. y ... VW/~ .aW/ w/"::;:; ew./ r:: aired. They would spend the next 
seven days losing their minds 

Watch the 28 Years Later sequel today ~~e~ts~:=~~~:~~~se 
weaknesses, and speculating about 
upcoming events. ABDALLAH MBAJJA The reception to 28 Years 

Later: The Bone Temple has been 
First introduced in 28 Years Significantly stronger (93 percent 

Later 2025, the sequel continues critic score and 88 percent 
Dr.Kelson's story after he audience rating) , even though it 
makes a life-altering discovery. has Uil.derperformed at the box 
Meanwhile, Spike is quickly office. 
regretting his decision to join Critics praised the film for 
Jimmy Crystal. taking the weakest parts of 28 

-,I-The infected are still Days Later 2025 and enhancing 
on the prowl, continually them, delivering a more 
evolving, presenting new and intriguing mythology, incredible 
unpredictable obstacles for the performances, and shocking 
living. brutality. You can watch 28 

28 Years Later 2025 secured an Years Later: The Bone Temple in 
88 percent critic score and a 6<. cinemas today. 
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Do you know why that happened? 
Watching the average Game of 
Thrones episode in isolation will 
allow your enjoyment to linger for 
a few hours after the credits roll, 
whereas talking about it with other 
fans will multiply that sensation 
exponentially, fueling it for days. 

Think of fandorns as a fire. 
Every in<lli idual who joins the 
conversation is essentially adding a 
new log to the fire. Their presence 
compels you to talk about the 
properties you love, which, in turn, 
~ takes you back t<;. that exhilarating .. 
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them. 
It is comparable to getting high 

on a drug and keeping that high 
going for months, even years. 

But what if fundorns are stealing 
your joy? Do you find yourself 
stewing in misery because you 
enjoyed a novel, but everyone in 
your book group thinks it is stupid? 
Or maybe you hated a video game, 
and everyone keeps telling you 
how unsophisticated you are 
because you somehow failed to 
perceive the genius of the writing? 

Or maybe you have dropped 
the franchises you adore, against 
your will (Star Wars, Doctor Who, 
Lord of the Rings) because the 
conversations they ignite are 
exhausting. 

Consider doing the opposite of 
what I recommended above. You 
have become a little too dependent 
on the online communities you 
frequent, and you should step back. ' 

Instead, carefully curate the 
groups and forums you join. Avoid 
spaces where loud, unregulated 
arguments have become 
commonplace. Look for platforms 
that soothe your soul as opposed 
to agitating your spirit. 

This brings me to our second 
resolution. Don't be afraid to 
invest financially in your hobbies. 
Obviously, you should apply some' 
common sense. Anyone spending 
50 percent or more of their income 
on their hobbies is crazy. 

That said, many Ugandans are 
hesitant to spend their hard-earned 
money on their nerdy interests. 
It feels wasteful. A soccer fan will 
happily sink lOoK into a ticket to 
watch a football match, but nerds 
act as though $20 is too muchJor 
Hollow Knight Silksong . • 

Enjoyyourself. Buy that video 
game. Get that console. Go to the 
cinema Get an official subscription 
for your favourite anime platform. 
, And if someone asks why an adult 
like yourself is squandering so 

! much money on <cartoons', remind 
them that others are paying far 
more for drugs and alcohol. 

Which is worse? Throwing $60 at 
a PS5 video game or spending that 
money in a brothel? If 'brothel' is 
your answer, get help. 
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