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This follows an alleged 
assault on the wife of 
Mr Robert Kyagulanyi 
during a raid on their 
home. , 

BY SyLtVIA,KATOSHABE 

WOlllen 'call out security 
agencies over viQlence 

A 
groUp of women has condemned 
what they tenn as a systematic 

, . violation bfwomen's dignity and 
privacy by sec1,lrity forces before 

and after the 2026 General Election. 
In a'press statement released,yester­

day by the Womerr"s Probono Initia~ 
(WPD, a feminist non-profit organisa­
tion, the w0Il.len decried growing pat­
terns of abuse targeting women, espe­
cially in politiqilly charged situations. 

"We are wiinessilig' a 'i:l.ark chapter 
in our nation's history 'where the forc­
es mandated to protect the lives and 
property ofUgandans have turned into 
instruments ofterror against women. 
We have observed a deplorable escala· 
tion in the targeted harassment, physi­
cal assault, and sexualised humiliation 
ofwomen,"the document reads. . 

The statement follows reports of an 
alleged assault on Ms Barbara (Barbie) 
Itungo, the ~e of Opposition National 
Unity Platform (NUP) party president 
Robert Kyagulanyi,popularly known as 
Bobi Wine,during a raid on their home 
in Magere, Wakiso District, by security 
operatives,on January 23. . 
According to the Electoral Commis-

. sion (EC), Mr Kyagulanyi finished sec­
ond in the January 15 presidential 
election, securing 24.72 percent of the 
vote against the eventual wiruier and 
incumbent, Museveni, who clinched 
71.65 percent of the valid ballots. 
• Mr Kyagulanyi dismissed the results 
as "rigged" and went underground. 
From time to time, he has resurfaced 
through videos uploaded from undis­
closed locations, urging his supporters 
to pursue democratic means to claim 
what he calls their stolen victory. , 

other women, including Ms LimlZe­
driga and Ms Jolly Tukamushaba, both 
NUP deputy,Rresidents for Northern 
and Western Uganda respectively, are 

alleged to have been abducted, with 
their whereabouts still unknown. -

The women warned that such con­
duct by securitY agencies amounts to 
grave human rights violations ~d 
threatens the rule oflaw. . • ' 

"We refuse to remain silent as the 
sanctity of the Ugandan home is dese­
crated, and the dignity of our mothers, 
sisters, and daughters is stripped away 
under the guise of 'maintaining order.' 
What we are witnessing is not law en­
forcement;--it is a systematic assault on 
the soul of our nation,"the statement 
further states. 

Highlighting the plight of women 
such as Ms Kyagulanyi, they caution 
that such actions carry far-reaching 
consequences, including psychological 
trauma for children, destabilisation of 
families,and damage to Uganda's inter­
national reputation. 

"As men who have wives, mothers, 
and girl children, we call upon you to 
look at your own family and find the 
humanity to improve your 'attitude to­
ward the protection of women's 'rights. 
We demand that you command your 
officers with the sanctity of women 
in mind. The behaviour of the forc­
es is a reflection of leadership; it must 
change,"the statement reads. 

"The security forces, we are not asking 
you to stop doing your jobs. We are de­
manding that you do your jobs with­
in the confines of the law. Your 'uni­
form does not give you a license to strip 
women naked during arrests, inter­
rogation, or invade their privacy," the 
women state. . 

The women called on President Mu­
seveni to rein in security agencies and 
ensure accountability, while urging 
First Lady Janet Museveni to speak out 
against the alleged violations. 

. 
Ms Barbra Itungo, the wife offormer presidential candidate Robert Kyagu-
lanyi, at St Francis Hospital, Nsambya, on January 24 following a security 
raid on her home. PHOTOjABUBAKER LUBOWA 

Policeppokesperson Kituuma Ru­
soke, in a telephone interview last 
eve~g, neither dismissed nor con­
firmed the allegations, saying no for­
mal complaint had been received. 

"We have not come across that com­
plaint. When we come across it, we 
shall analyse it and give you feecU>ack,~ 
Mr Rusoke said. 

Col Chris Magezi, the acting Defence 

Appe/:!1. " ... we call upon 
you to look at your 
own family and find the 

humanity to improve your 
attitude toward the protection of 
women's rights. We demand that 
you command your officers with 
the sanctity of women in mind. The 
behaviour of the forces is a reflec­
tion of leadership; it must change: 
Statement . 

-
Public Information Officer, could not be 
reached by press time. His deputy, Col 
Henry Obbo,referred our inquiries to his 
superior: 

Ms Winnie Byanyima, the Executive Di­
rector ofUNAIDS and wife of jailed 0p­
position veteran Dr Kizza Besigye, con­
demned the alleged assault on Ms Kyagu­
lanyi, stressing that a violent and milita­
rised election cannot reflect the will of 
the people. 

"I condemn in the strongest terms the 
violent attack on the home of Barbara 
Itungo, the brutal assault on ha;her staJI: 
and the continued persecution of the 
fumily ofBobi Wine.A violent,militarised 
election can never reflect the will of the 
people.Kidnaps,abductions,kilIings,lead­
ers forced into hiding, and nearly 10 days 
on, the Internet still deliberately crippled,' 
MsByanyimasaidviaherXaccount. 

Ms Patricia Munabi, the Executive Direc­
tor of the Forum for Women in Democra­
cy (Fowode), echoed the concerns, calling 
the actions indignifying. 

"It is an attack on their plivafy.The pe0-
ple who they are looking for OJ. who they 
have alleged to have committed crimes 
are men, they are individuals,and it is not 
right to invade the privacy of their part· 
ners,looking for either information or an­
ything about their husbands,"Ms,Muna' 
bisaid. 
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Sarab Bireete granted 
bailafter 27 days injail 
BY JULIET KIGONGO 

KAMPALA. Joy and hugs filled the Bu­
ganda Road Chief Magistrate's Court 
yesterday after human rights activist 
Sarah Bireete gained temporary free­
dom,having spent 27 days behind the 
Luzira gates. 

Presiding Senior Principal Chief Mag­
istrate Winnie Nankya Jatiko, in an ear­
ly morning ruling, said Ms Bireete had 
met all the conditions for her release on 
a cash bail ofShs1 million. 

"The applicant has satisfied the con­
ditions for a grant of bail," the magis­
trate ruled, stressing that while the dis­
cretion to grant bail rests with the court, 
it must be exercised judiciously and in 
line with established legal principles. 

Other bail conditions included not 
leaving the country without court per­
mission and depositing her passport 
with the court. 

ance, was charged on January 2 with 
unlawfully obtaining or disclosing 
voters' data belonging to the Electoral 
Commission, an offence she denies. . 

The magistrate anchored her decision 
on Article 23 of the Constitution, which 
guarantees Ule right to personal hberty. 

"The right to bail has its foundation in 
the right to hberty, which is a universal 
human right inherent in every human 
being and is not granted by the State," 
she said. 

On judicial discretion, she warned 
against arbitrariness. "Judicial discre­
tion is not private opinion. It is not 
arbitrariness. It must be exer­
cised judiciously, guided by 
principles of justice and law," 
the magistrate said. 

The court considered fac­
tors under Section 77 of 

Ms Sarah Bireete, at the Buganda Road Chief Magistrate's Court after being 
granted bail yesterday. PHOTOjABUBAKER LUBOWA 

on conviction, the applicant's anteced-
ents, fixed place of abode, 

and the likelihood of in­
terference with wit­

nesses or investiga­
tions. 

dividualliberty with societal interests. 
"The law on bail dovetails two conflict­
ing interests: the sanctity of individual 
hberty and the interests of society," the 
magistrate said, adding that pretrial de­
tention should be the exception rather 
than the rule. 

The court found that Ms Brreete's of­
fence is bailable and falls within the 
jurisdiction of the Chief Magistrate) 
Court. It also considered her person­
al c~umstances, including-that she 

Ms Bireete, the Executive Director of 
-the Gentreior Constitutional Govern­
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the Magistrates Courts Act, 
which require assessing the 
nature and gravity of the of­
fem~e, potential punishment up-
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She also relied on 
the Constitution­
al Bail Guidelines 

for Courts of Judica­
ture (2022), noting that 

-Geurts· must balance in­
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is a mother of minor children who re-' 
ly on her care. On the contentious issue 
of sureties, the court rejected the pros­
ecution's argument that the proposed 
guarantors lacked the financial capac­
ity to meet bonQ. obligations. The sure­
ties included former Leader 9fthe Op­
position in Parliament Winnie Kiiza,Jo­
seph Beyanga, the general manager of 
Power PM, and Bireete's brother,former 
US ambassador Edith Sempala, and 
UPC's Joseph Othieno. 

The prosecution had argued that 
prominence alone was insufficient and -
insisted on documentary proof of fi­
nancial capacity. 

However, the magistrate disagreed. 
"To insist on documentary evidence 
of capacity would be to exclude a big 
section of the Ugandan population 
from standing surety for relatives and 
friends," she said, adding that such a re­
quirement would 'amount to socio-eco­
nomic discrimination. 

The court ruled that the sureties, de­
scribed as public figures of good stand­
ing who have known the accused for a 
long time, had the capacity to ensure 
her attendance."I find the sureties to be 
substantial,"the magistrate concluded 

The case was adjourned to February 
27, with the prosecution ordered to dis­
close all evidence to the defence before 
the hearing. 
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