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Magulu Jr signs with US academy CAr ~oss ~acks [a~ Africa to deliver hi~oric ArCON 2027 Kitata s~ines in [gy~t · 
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Uganda's budding boxing 
sensation, Jayden Magulu 
Jr's dream of becoming a 
world champion has taken a 
major step after signing with 
Texas-based KFB Boxing . 
Academy in ,the United 
States. 

Nicknamed the 'La Masia 
of boxing' in reference to 
Spanish football giants 
Barcelona's famed youth 

. academy, KFB has nurtured 
a parrage of elite world 
champions. 'mahlng Magulu 
Jr's move a Significant mile­
stone to Ugandan boxing. 

His move to KFB Academy 
raises more hopes that in 
Magulu Jr, Uganda is set 
to produce another world 
champion. 

The development follows 
the youngster's outstanding 
performance at last year's 
People's Fighters Kids Box­
ing Championship, where 
he won gold and caught the 
attention of several interna­
tional boxing promoters. 

In Dubai, he was not only 
the African 19-d to clinch gold 
but has set another record of 
being the first African U -15 
to be signed by the prestig­
ious KFB academy. 

At KFB academy, he'will 
train with explosive young 
prospects like Kingy Jr and 
Dylan Capetillo under leg­
endary boxing coaches Israel 
Kingy and Abdullah Mason. 

Notable world champions 
training under the KFB gym 
includes four division undis­
puted middleweight champi­
on, Terrence Crawford who 
has twice visited Uganda in 
2015 and 2025 on top of 
Shakur Stevenson. 

Speaking while on his 
official flag off at Kampala 
Parents School, Magulu 
Jr, flanked by the School's 
Principal Daphine Kato and 
his mother Nnalongo Dorah 
Birungi pledged to keep his 
dream alive. "From day one 
my dream has always been 
to box my way to the top 
and join Ugandan legends 
like John Mugabi, Ayub Ka­
lule, Conelius Boza Edwards, 
Kasim The Dream Ouma and 
others," noted Magulu Jr, a 
primary six pupil at Kampala 
Parents School. 

Revenue surije powers economic ijains 
Continue d from Page 36 dirhams (sh16 Trillion). 

CAP made trillions too 
While appearing before the 

House of Representatives on 
Monday, Lekjaa pointed out 
that the growth is primarily 
attributable to the significant 
increase in tax revenues, 
which rose by 43.8b MAD 
dirlJams (sh17 Trillion), 
representing a 107% 
achievement rate compared 
to the 2025 Finance Law 
projections. 

He also reported improved 
revenues from corporate 
income tax (CIT) at 91.4b 
MAD dirhams (sh35 trillion), 
value-added tax (VAT) at 
97.7b MAD dirhams (sh38 
Trillion), and personal in­
come tax (PIT) at 65.4b MAD 
dirhams (sh25 Trillion), with 
a 107.4% achievement rate. 

Regarding customs duties, 
they increased by 12.9% to 
17.2b MAD dirhams (sh7 
Trillion) in 2025, the min­
ister specified, adding that 
revenues from the domestic 
consumption tax (TIC) rose 
by 1;S.8% to 41.5p MAD 

The Confederation of 
African Football (CAP) also 
achieved unprecedented 
returns, with revenues ex­
ceeding Ivory Coast 2023 by 
over 90%. 

During APCON 2025, CAP 
also penetrated new markets, 
particularly in China and Ja­
pan, while strengthening its 
presence in traditional mar­
kets. Commercial partners 
increased from nine sponsors 
in Cameroon 2021 to 17 in 
the Ivory Coast 2023, reach­
ing 23 in Morocco 2025. 

Projected tournament 
revenues totalled $192.6m 
(sh680b), with net profits es­
timated at 113.8m (sh402b) 
compared to $72m (sh254b) 
from the previous edition. 
Morocco's expected 20evo 
share from CAP's broadcast 
and sponsorship revenues 
was initially estimated at 
$22.5m (sh79b) but appears 
likely to increase given the 
ecpnomic windfall. 
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"I have a duty to develop 
football all over Africa - I 
cannot have football only in 
those countries with the best 
infrastructure," said the CAP 
boss. 

"I am confident that the AP­
CON in Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda will be enormously 
successful. We are not going 
to l'ake the competition away 
from these countries." 

'Kenya absolutely 
beautiful' 

South Africa-born Kenya 
head coach Benni McCarthy 
was equally optimistic, telling 
reporters "Kenya is absolutely 
beautiful and well capable of 
hosting a major tournament". 

The three east African 
countries last year staged the 
African ations Champion­
ship (CHAN), a competition 
reserved for footballers play­
ing in their country of birth. 

LWENGO 

~ar from the legendary skies 
above Hogwarts school, 
a young woman chased a 
"Golden Snitch" highlight-
ing how the craze for Harry 
Potter's favourite sport, 
Quidditch, has taken hold in a 
remote Ugandan village. 

In a clearing surrounded 
by banana trees, around 135 
kilometres (80 miles) from the 
capital Kampala, players ran 
around with sticks between 
their legs instead of broom­
sticks. 

The adapted version of 
Quidditch is offiCially called 
quadball, and does not 
require the same magical or 
flying abilities as the sport 
invented by J.K. Rowling for 
her world-conquering fantasy 
books. 

But it has gained a following 
around the world and it came 

to be put back from February itrea) have registered to play Ugandan professional golfer 
to August because of delays in in the qualifiers for the 2027 Willy Kitata continued his 
preparations. APCON," national football perfect run on the Middle East 

Challenges during the 2025 federation president Paulos and North Africa (MENA) 
CHAN included ticket dis- Andemariam told reporters in Tour when he made the 
tribution, crowd control and Morocco this month. cut at the Egypt Golf Series ..;...-,--
supporters breaching perime- Eritrea last competed 19 - Address Marassi Resort 
ter security checkpoints. years ago, defeating Kenya '::' Al Marassi Golf Club on 

During the APCON in twice only to finish .second in Monday. 
Morocco, Motsep~ announced a group behind sole qualifi- Kitata carded an overall 
that the CHAN would be dis- ers Angola. They will meet 3-under 213 in 54 holes 
continued after eight editions Eswatini during March in the to finish joint 17th with 
as it haa created a "hug"e ' 2027 preliminary round. Scotland's David Rudd and 
financial black hole". While Eritrean -officials Will Porter, Portugal's Jack 

Ghana and Nigeria co-host- have never commented o.n Davidson, and France's Lars 
ed the 2000 APCON and subsequent non-appearances, Keunen, who all finished with 
Equatorial Guiriea and Gabon it is widely believed they were the same score out of the 60 
did likewise in 2012, but the linked to footballers seeking golfers who made the cut. 
2027 tournament will be the asylum after travelling to other They each pocketed sh3.9m in 
first to be shared among three African countries. the sh351m tournament won 
countries. Those not willing to return by Briton Chris Wood, who 

Eritrea re turns 
The 2027 edition will also be 

the first in which all 54 CAP 
member nations take part with 
long-time absentees Eritrea 

to Katwadde, deep in rural 
southern Uganda, in 2013 
thanks to primary school 
teacher John Ssentamu, who 
discovered the sport after 
reading a Harry Potter book 
over the shoulder of someone 
on a bus. 

"The word 'Quidditch' 
meant nothing to me, neither 
in English nor in any other 
language, so I went on Goog­
Ie," Ssentamu, 47, told APP. 

"I was like hey it's a game ... 
it's beautiful. I think I could 
introduce this to my commu­
nity," he said. 

Ssentamu put together a 
team around Good Shepherd 
Primary school where he 
teaches. 

Ten years of hard work paid 
off in 2023 when Ssentamu's 
team hosted and won the first 
national quadball tournament. 
The east African country now 
has more than 200 players. 

home to the one-party state carded an overall 13-under 
ruled by President Isaias 203 to walk away with sh63m. 
Afwerki since gftining inde- Since he flew to Europe in 
pendence from Ethiopia in search of the MENA Tour 
1993 often cite repression and card in the MENA Golf Tour 
lengthy military service. Q-School in November, Kita-

The aim of quadball is to 
throw balls through hoops. 
But Ssentamu loves the way it 
combines elements of netball, 
football, volleyball, and rugby 
-- and also the equality be­
tween men and women, which 
is an official requirement for 
every team. 

But without magic, reality 
can intrude. 

The team lacks the funds 
to travel, said Ssentamu, and 
despite invitations, they have 
been unable to attend the 
quadball World Cup, held 
every two years since 2012 in 
Europe or the Americas. 

Thirty-one teams took part 
in the last World Cup, a three­
day event in Belgium last year. 

"My dream is to see a team 
from here going to the World 
Cup of Quidditch, because it 
would be a revelation for the , 
whole world," he said. 

ta's star has been on the rise. 
He made the cut at the MENA 
Golf Tour Q-School at the 
Troia Golf - Championship 
Course, finishing 27th out of 
67 who made the cut, and 
within the top 50 mark that 
ensured he qualified to play in 
more MENA tournaments in 
Category 3-Q-School Top 50. 

After rounds of 70, 70, and 
73 at the Address Marassi 
Resort, Kitata continued his 
perfect run as he was coming _ 
off winning the Sunshine 
Development Tour Absa 
Invitational Series at the Thika 

. Greens Resort in Kenya. 
Earlier, Kitata also competed 

in the Rolear Algarve Classic 
in Portugal, finishing 54th out 
of 67 who made the cut from 
a field of 86, at the Amendoe-
ira Golf Resort - O'Connor 
Jm. Course in December, 
where he pocketed $380. He 
also made the cut in the PGA 
Aroeira Challenge in the same 
country, finishing 43rd out . 
of 63 who made the cut in a --' 
field of 83 and walking away 
with $510. This means he has 
earned about Sh 1 7m from his 
last five events as he contin-
ues his grind in even more 
MENA Tour tournaments. 

Next for him is a continua-
tion of the Egypt Golf Series 
again at the Address Ma,rassi 
Golf Resort, January 29-31, 
and at the Madinaty Golf 
Club, February 3-5, all with 
a combined prize purse of 
$200,000 (sh706m). 

Elsewhere in South Africa 
another Ugandan professional 
Ronald Rugumayo also made 
the cut in the first of the Big 
Easy Tour playoffs at the 
Modderfontein Golf Club in 
Johannesburg. Rugumayo 
carded 143 in 144 holes to 
ensure he will partake of the 

AFP _. sh115m prize money. 
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