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Budaka is among the 
districts that registered 
a high number offailures 
in the 2025 PLE results 
that were released on 
Friday. 

PLE exposes systelllic 
gaps in Budaka schools 

BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

F 
or years, the release of national ex­
amination results has followed a ,. 
familiar and troubling pattern in • 
Budaka District. : 

Each season brings renewed anxie- : 
ty, heated public debate and, ultimate- : 
ly, disappointment as hundreds of can- ~ 
didates fail to attain the requITed stand- . 
ards.. c. . .. , 

Budaka, 10cate4 in eastern Uganda, • 
is among the districts that registered : 
a high number of fallures in the 2025 · : 
Primary Leaving Examinations (pLE), : 
whose results were released on Friday. : 

According to district education re- : 
. cords, the area presented 5,454 candi- : 

. dates. Of these, 245 passed in Division : 
One, 1,705 in Division Two, 1,496 in Di- ~ 
vision Three and 1,123 in Division Four. : 
However, 758 candidates were graded : 
Division U, while 46 fell in Division X. : 

Beyond the stark figures on the score • 
sheets lies a deeper story of systemic • 
challenges that continue to undermine : 
learning outcomes in the district. • 

Education experts and local lead- : 
ers point to limited access to quality • 
learning resources as a key driver ofBu- : 
daka's persistent poor performance. ' 
Many schools,particularly in rural ar- : A teacher attends to pupils under a tree at lrangholi Primary School in Budaka Town Council, Budaka District, in 
eas, grapple with overcrowded class- : February 2024. PHOTO/FILE . 
rooms, inadequate textbooks and se- • 
vere teacher shortages, conditions that' : said Mr James Mwigo, a parent in Bu­
make effective teaching and independ- • daka 
ent learning extremely difficult. j Ip-egular school attendance is an-

Without basic instructional materi- • other critical factor. Poverty contino 
als,evenmotivatedlearnersstruggleto : ues to disrupt ed.ucation in many 
keep pace with the syllabus, widening : households, with some learners miss­

.~ learning gaps long before they sit their • ing classes to support their families 
final exruninations. ,. : through farming, casual labour or 

Teacher shortages remain a major r small-scale trading. Others temporari· 
concern. Several schools operate with : ly drop out due to lack of scholastic mao 
fewer teachers than required, forcing ~ terials or meals at school. 
those available to manage large classes : "When learners are frequently ab­
and teach multiple subjeCts. • sent,cpntinuity in learning is lost,mak-

"This limits individual attention for t ing exam preparation extremely diffi­
learners, especially those who fall be- • cult,~Mr MWigo added. 
hind at an early stage. Over time, these ' . Infrastructure challenges further 
small gaps grow wider and eventually compound the problem. Dilapidat­
show up in poor examination results," ed classrooms, a shortage of desks and 

long distances to School negatively af­
fect learners' concentration, motiva­
tion and overall morale. 

Despite the grim picture, education 
stakeholders in the district say there 
is room for optimism if targeted inter­
ventions are prioritised. 

Ldcalleaders and school administra­
tors have called for increased teacher 
recruitment, establishment of school 
feeding programmes, improved ac­
cess to learning materials and stronger 
community involvement in education. 

Mr Michael Wairagala,a retired teach­
~ said early childhood education and 
remedial teaching for struggling learn­
ers are essential to reversfug the trend. 

"Budaka's high failure rates do not 

reflect a lack of ability among learners. 
They are a result of systemic challenges 
that require coordinated action,"he said. 

The head teacher of Budaka Family 
Helper Project Primary School, Mr Eri­

. ya Poli. added that although there was a 
slight improvement in the latest PLE re­
sults,failure rates remain high. 
"This is attributed to several fuctors, in­

cluding parents failing to fulfil their re­
sponsibilities, lack of staff teachers, in­
adequate accommodation and theab­
sen~ of school feeding,"Mr Poli said. His 
school registered only six candidates in 
Division One. 

Budaka Senior Education Officer Sha­
nia Mugala acknowledged tire margin­
al improvement but expressed concern 

DIVISION U FIGUR S 

PaJlisa: 1,285 

Tororo District: 1,017 

Butaleja: 775 

Budaka:758 

Kibuku:741 

Butebo:743 

Busia District: 382 

Busia Municipality: 122 

Tororo Municipality: 99 • 

over the high number of ungraded can­
didates. 

"The Division UJigures are worrying. 
This has been attributed to teenage preg­
nancies, lack of feeding, teacher shortag­
es, accommodatiE>n challenges and inad­
equate classrooms,"Ms Mugala said. 

She added that while the results were 
fairly assessed, multiple underlying fac­
tors continue to affect performance, in­
cluding negative parental attitudes and 
limited political support for the educa­
tion sector. 

"Political leaders often discourage par­
ents from contributing towards school 
needs such as feeding and assessment. 
Later, blame is shifted to teachers, yet 
without proper support, meaningful im-
provement is impossible,"she said. . 

Ms Mugala also criticised the automat­
ic promotion policy, adding that many 
learners progress without adequate as-
sessment. . 

"The Education Act clearly outlines the 
roles of parents, teachers and adminis­
trators. Without motivating teachers and 
addressing basic needs like lunch and 
scholastic materials, better results Willre­
main elusive,"shesaid. 
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Hippos hinder body recovery process after Karuma bridge crash 
BY JAMES OWICH 

NWOYA. The retrieval of bodies fol­
lowing a fatal road crash at Karuma 
Bridge has been complicated by an in­
festation of hippopotamuses, frustrat­
ing efforts by Uganda Police Force ma­
rine officers to access the scene. 

The accident occurred last Tuesday 
evening when a blue Isuzu Elf truck lad­
en with maize, lost control, knocked 
down the bridge barriers and plunged 
about seven metres into the fast-run­
ning waters below.At least seven people 
are believed to have died in the crash. 
- Preliminary police investigations at­
tribute the accident to alleged alcohol 
intoxication of the drivel: 

Last Wednesday, police divers at­
tempted to retrieve a body believed to 
be that of a female victim, which had 
been sighted along the river bank.How-

ever, the operation was aborted after a 
herd of hippopotamuses was seen in 
the area 

The Aswa west Region Police spokes­
person, Mr· David Ongom Mudong, said 
the matine squad was forced to retreat 
for safety reasons. 

"One body suspected to be of a wom­
an was sighted trapped along the riv­
er banks, but the presence of hippo­
potamuses could not aHow the marine 
squad to dive and retrieve it. The body 
was later seen being swept away by the 
fusHlowingwa~"Mr Mudong said. 

He added that local residents inter­
vened to prevent the wreckage from be­
ing carried away by the strong current. 

"The vehicle had been trapped on one 
. of the bridge pillars and was at risk of 
being swept away. Good Samaritans 
managed to hook it and tie it to the 
pavement of the bridge,"he said. 
_ So far, police have retrieved one body 

, , 
Recoyery of bodies. 
"One body suspected 

to be of a woman was 
sighted t~pped along 

the river banks, but the presence 
of hippopotamuses could not 
allow the marine squad to dive 
and retrieve it. The body was later 
seen being swept away by the 
fast-flowing water,· David OngGln 
Mudong, Aswa West Region 
Police spokesperson 

and two severed legs believed to be­
long to two other victims. The remains 
were taken to Anaka General Hospital 
ill. Nwoya District for identification be­
fore being handed over to relatives fur 
burial. 

Police believe the vehicle had seven 
occupants at the time of the accident. 
In an earlier statement, policeiden-

tified the driver as 28-year-old Jamal 
Okello,a resident ofGulu City.He hadre­
portedly been hired to transport maize 
from Lelabaro Trading Centre in Omo­
ro District to Kiryandongo District in 
western Uganda 

"Preliminary findings indicate that 
the driver lost control of the vehicle as 
he approached the bridge and plunged 
into the river,"police said., adding that 
intoxication is suspected to have con­
tributed to the crash. 

Previous accidents 
Karuma Bridge, which crosses the Nile 

on the Gulu-Kampala highway, has in 
the past been the scene of several futal 
accidents, often linked to mechanical 
failure,speeding and driver error. 
In June 2023, a truck driver identified 

only as Tumusiime and his turn man, 
Geoffrey Lushataare, were feared dead 
aftertheirvehicle plunged into Karuma 

Falls following a reported brake failure 
at a chtrlpoint. 

A similar tragedy occurred in April 
2021 when a fuel tanker, registration 
number UAS337M, lost control and 
plunged into the fast-flowing river. The • 
driver,Alex 0gwal,35,and a pump atten­
dant, Howard Obam, both residents of 
Lira City, died in the crash. 
In June 2018,another Fuso truck,regis­

tration number UAS 994Y;hit the guard­
rail and plunged into the falls, while .. ~ 
in July 2017, three people - a driver, 
his turn man and a passenger - were 
killed in a similar incident at the same 
spot. 

Local leaders and road safety advo­
cates have repeatedly raised concerns 
about the dangers posed by the bridg~, 
particularly to heavy commercial vehi­
cles, calling for stricter enforcement of 
traffic regulations and routine vehicle 
ins~o~ . 
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