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Perspeetlve 

India's development 
partnership will contin­
ue to prioritise capacity 
building, knowledge 
exchange, infrastruc­
ture support and peo­
ple-centred projects, 
Upeilder Singh Rawat 
said in a speech during 
celebrations to mark 
the 77th Republic Day. -

India-Uganda relations built 
on shared values~ aspirations 

I
t is my hOI.1ourtg,welcome you to the 
77th ~public Day offndia Today, we 
celebrate not only 'a constitutional 
milestone in India's democratic jour­

ney but also the enduring friendship be­
tween India and Uganda - a partner­
ship built on mutual respect,shared val­
ues,and common aspirations. 

SeVenty-six years ago, the people of In­
dia gave themselves a Constitution that 
affirmed dignity, justice, liberty and 
equality for all. 

Those ideals have guided India's de­
velopment and engagement with the 
world, including our relations with 
Uganda 

Over six decades of diplomatic ties 
- marked last year by the 60th anni­
versary of India- Ug!lilda relations -
our partn~rship has grown deeper and 
more diversified: political understand­
ing, development cooperation, trade 
and investment, defence collabora­
tion, cultural exchange"and strong peo­
ple-to-people links. 

• Development cooperation and capac­
ity building lie at the heart of our rela­
tionship. 

India remains a reliable partner in hu­
man-resource development through 
programmes that build skills and 
knowl~e across sectors. . 

Under the Indian Technical and Eco­
nomic Cooperation (!TEC) programme, 
India has trained thousands ofUgan­
dan officials and professionals in areas 
such as healthtare, agriculture, banking, 
cyber technologies,journalisrn, audit­
ingandpublica~tio~ 
This year, Uganda has over 150 civil­

ian !TEC slots, and over 250 slots overall 
have been allocated for short and medi­
um-term civilian and defence training. 
Bespoke coUrses have directly benefit­
ed Ugandan officials: Resident District 
Commissioners attended specialised 
livelihood promotion training; Minis­
try of Agriculture staff participated in 
courses at the National Institute of Ag­
ricultural Management (MANAGE),Hy­
derabad; engineers from Uganda Elec­
tricity Distribution Company gained 
technical training; andjournalists from 
Uganda took partin familiarisation pro­
grammes in India -

These sustained investments in hu­
man capital strengtheninstitutions and 
unlock local potential. As we Say in Lu­
ganda: "Omuliro tegusibwa mu katiro 
ke kimu,"meaning: "You cannot light a 
fire with a single spark," - a reminder 
that sustained, collective effort is need­
ed to build capacity. 

Defence cooperation is a key pillar of 
our partnership. Military training ex­
changes and the Indian Military Advi­
sory Trnirllng Team (IMATT),present in 

, Uganda since 2010 and reinforced with 
a new team fr9m!uly 2025, undersco~ 
our shared commitment to regional sta­
bility and security and' to building the 
capabilities of Ugandan defence insti-
tutions. . 
~ Education links. co~tinue to expand. 
This year, 32 Ugandans received ful-
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lv-funded scholarships from the Indi- tant instrument to bOost Uganda's trade 
an Council for Cultural Relations (IC- potential and diversify its exports. 
CR) to study at premier Indi.<m universi- Indi911 companies and the diaspora 
ties.The NationalForensic Sciences Uni- continue to invest in Uganda, creating 
versity's first overseas campus ill Jinja jobs, building enterprises and contrib­
- which commenced its first fu1l aca- uting to social services -'- a living testa­
demic session in October 2~5, offering mentto South--Southcooperationin ac­
courses in forensic sciences, cyber secu- tio~ ·, , 
rity and homeland security - is a tan- The Indian diaspora in Uganda has 
gibleexampleofinstitutional collabora- been a vital partner in our shared pro-
tion that will benefit Ugandan students gress.For over a century,the community 
and professionals for yearsto come. has been woven into the social and eco-

We have robust medical cooperation nomic fabric oftbis country - contrib­
and me<;lical tourism, with support uting to commerce, healthcare, educa-' 
from the Indian Association Uganda tionandphilanthropy. 
and other partners, Indian hOspitals fa- It is theresultof sustained efi'ort,as we 
cilitate complex surgeries for Ugandan .say in Luganda:" Ebibala by'omusaayi 
children. tebihaJira munafu,"meaning, "Fruits of 

Lastyear,the High Commission donat- labour do not ripen for 'the lazy." Your 
ed physiotherapy equipment to Soroti entrepreneurship and commitment to 
University. - Uganda's development strengthen the 

High-level exchanges have steadily bonds between our peoples and are 
strengthened political trust between rightly a source of pride for both na-
our countries. Visits by Indian and tions. 
Ugandan leaders and ministers in re- At the multilateral level, India and 
cent years have advanced cooperation Uganda share a common voice for the 
across trade, investment, environment Global South. Together, we champion 
and multilateral engagement, and pro- equitable development, the reform of 
vided momentum for concrete projects global governance institutions, and the 
on the ground. peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

Trade and commerce between India Uganda's leadership in regional peace 
and Uganda have seen steady progress, and its constructive role in global fora 
and India is the fourth-Iarg- are deeply valued by India, includ-
esttradepartnerforUgan- ing its current chairmanship of 
da, with t9tal bilateral the Non-Aligned Movement 
trade well in excess of (NAM). 
$lb ova-the last few 'I'hiS year, India will host the 
years. 18th BRICS summit as part of 

The India Trade its BRICS chairmanship. We 
Show and Exhibi- . will also engage and welcome 
tions last year high- Uganda as aBRICS partnerna-
lighted Indian prod- tion since January 1,2025. 
ucts and fostered busi- I would like to congratulate 
ness ties. Ugandaforthe successful and peace-

The India-Uganda Joint Trade ful conduct of its recent general elec-
Committee and policy dialogues tions.Peacefuldeinocraticprocessesare 
opened avenues for deeper econom- essential for stability, growth and the 
ic engagement. India's Duty-Free Tar- strengthening of institutions. 
-iff Preference (DfTP)scheme formost _ A bIjef and importanJ announce­
Ugandan exports remains an impor- ment;January27,2iJ26.Presidentofthe 

One voice. 
At the 
multilateral 
level, India and 
Uganda share 
a common 
voice for the 
Global South. 
Together, we 
champion 
equitable de­
velopment, the 
reform of glo­
balgovernance 
institutions, 
and the peace­
ful resolution 
of conflicts. 
Uganda's 
leadership 
in regional 
peace and its 
constructive 
role in global 
fora are deeply 
valued by India, 
including its . 
current chair­
manship of the 
Non-Aligned 
Movement 
(NAM) ... We 
will also en­
gage and wei­
con:te Uganda 
asaBRICS 
partner nation 
since January 
1,2025."- . 
lJpender ~ingh 
Rawat, Indian 
High Commis- _ 
sioner. 

European Counci1Ant6nio Costa and 
European Commission President Ur­
sula von der Leyen were chief guests at 
this year's Republic Day celebrations in 
Delhi. 

We note with great interest the conclu­
sion of the India-EU Free Trade Agree­
ment.Described by the EurOpean Com­
mission president as the "mother ,of 
all" trade deals, its conclusion yester-
day marks a significant milestone in In­
dia's external economic engagement, ~_ 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted~' 
EU President von der.Leyen and Euro­
pean Council President-Costa to elevate 
ties andjointly address geopolitical and 
trade challenges. . 

This long-awaited FTA is expect­
ed to open new vistas for cooperation 
aCross trade, defence and security, cli­
mate action, critical technologies and a 
strengthened rules-based global order. 

Its qualitative impact on India's overall 
two-way engagement will create fresh 
opportunities that India and its part-
ners, including African partners like 
Uganda, can seize to deepen economic.~-
and strategic linkages. . 

Looking ahead, our relationship halds 
immense promise. India's development 
partnership will continue Eo prioritise 
capacity building,knowledge exchaI}ge, 
infrastructure support and people-cen-.:-::-:--,' 
tred projects. 
. We will work side by side with Uganda 
to create opportunities for trade, indus­
triaIisation, agricultural modernisation, 
digital innovap.on'aIldtlimate-~ilient 
development." . "' . . ' , ,'. ~- -"" 

TheNFSl(~~-"m}inja,expanding 
!TEe engagement,s cholarships, busi­
ness delegations, and continued de­
fence collaboration -are the scaffolding 
on which deeper cooperation will be 
built. 

On this Republic Day,we also recall the 
spirit of India's cultural and civilisation­
al diversity. The Republic Day Parade iI). 
New Delhi - this year themed on the 
150 years of Vande Mataram- cele­
brates our cultural h~tage, artistic cre­
ativity and unity in diversity. It reminds 
us that democracy and devel0Rment 
are sustained by citizens' active partici- ' 
pation, the courage to innovate, and the 
humility to serve. 

I thank our partners today - Bank 
of Baroda, Bank of Illdia, Airtel, Tata 
Group,Bajaj Auto and Ashok Leyland -
for supporting this event and for their 
significant operations in Uganda. They 
are showcasing their products here, and -­
I encourage you to visit their displays. 

I also thank our partners for today's 
programme: the management ofSher­
aton, members of the Indian com­
munity who supported us, and above 
all, my entire team at the High Com­
mission, who have worked tirele~sly. 

In closing, let. me reiterate India's 
friendship and gratitude to Uganda -
to its government,institutionS, business 
community and people of all coIDJiluni-__ 
ties who welcome and work with us: ' 

Our partnership has matured into.a 
relationship of trust and shared pur­
pose. Together we can advance mutu­
al prosperity, regional stability and a 
stronger voice for developing nations 
on the world stage. 

Mr Upender Singh Rawat is ih~ High 
Commissioneroflndia to Uganda 


