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Chief Justice Flavian Zeija on mental wellness : "A healthy, supported Judiciary is leSs vulnerable to corruption and external 
influence. Conversely, a str~ssed or burned-out judge is more likely to fa'ce health challenges that can affect judgment and decision making." 

EDITORIAL 

Selective application. of 
privacy laws must stop 

L
ast week, the release of the 2025 Primary Leaving ExaJnina­
tions (pLE) results kick-started a busy period for the public me­
dia when the frictionless movement of vast quantities of data 
typically attracts many eyeballs. 

With the release of O-Level ana A-Level results also m the pipe­
line, meQia howes fi,nd themselves at ajuncture where the aggre­
gation and reffneIp.ent of data is primed to give them huge new 
value. But with all this comes one concomitant ob~gationifnotre­
sponsibility- being ffiindful of the tact that the interests of an in­
dividual in data and privacy have to be brought into balance. 

During the release of the 2025 PLE results, last Friday, Ms Janet 
Museveni was at pains to stress that, in the aforesaid fundamen­

- tal asymmetry between the individual and the public media, the 
State has every intention to ensure that no one is disadvant<!ged 
by having their data proCessed without their consent. 

The First Lady, who also doubles as the Education and Sports 
minister, correctly pointed out that the Data Protection and Priva­
cy Act,2019 provides a handy shield against undue harm. Which is 
just as well. As players in the information economy, we hold our-
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selves to standards that demand the collec­
tion and analysis of huge quantities of aI\­
onymised data as well as collection of per­
sonal vignettes produces the greatest good 
for the greatest number. 
. We do not take the issue of informed con­
sent lightly. Our editorial policies are explic­
it abollt being intentional when it comes to . 
minimising pain. At the h~art of this is the · ' 
need to safeguard the wellbeing if not men­
tal health of the voiceless. This explains why, 
in our reportage, we intentionally set out 
to comfort the afflicted and afflict the com­
fortable. We, therefore, welcome the First La­
dy's keen interest in the mental health of the 
voiceless. The interest should, however, be 
broadened. Telcos, big data harvesting com-

panies, and even the State haye approached their obligations to 
Ugandans who supply their personal data in a manner that leaves 
a lot to be desired. Unsolicited messages severally appear on the 
gadgets ()fmany Ugandans, causing undue distress in the process. 

Personal data should only be Used for purposes for which in­
formed consent has been given by the owners. fi.s such, an unso­
licited message from Yoweri Museveni's campaign team, making a 
case for his re-election, should be treated with the contempt that 
publication of a pupil's PLE results without their consent merits. 
In the same vein, the conceptual tools that the State uses to de­

termine breaches of priv;lCY rights must make the rubicon clear 
enough. The manner in which State actors have not just accessed 
but also callously shared personal phone conversations of journal­
ists and rights activists,for one,is deeply disturbing. 
It goes without saying that these missteps, if they merit being 

called such, nave to be condemned in the strongest terms possi­
ble. They continue to inflict lasting mental anguish on many, and 
have a chilling effect on others more not caught in the crosshairs 
but are in the business of holding the government accountable. 

All told, it would be counterproductive to be selective in the 
application/of privacy laws on our books. The issue of data that 
is collected by public bodies but exploited to the point of being 
abused- either by State intelligence officials or indeed private 
monopolies- should be the clearest indication~et that some­
thing of the gravest nature has occurred. That something, we 
strongly believe, haS to be decisively addressed to birth a Uganda 
that works for all. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor' Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. . 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
havefallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoon. More than 167.000 court cases are still awaiting justice across all courts in the country. 
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PLE results ,are here, we can 
now lllove onto other, t~gs 

J
anuary 2026 was long.! was waiting 
for the month to end so that the elec­
tions are forgotten,put to bed as soon 
as possible:!It appears that we have 
put it all behind us if some small signs 
that we can move about is anything to 

go by. Few will forget the internet shutdown 
as those whose gratification comes from 
updating their great social status gotlost. 
There was real peace for the rest. 
In this country, everyday musings by ordi­

nary people can become policy. I wonaer if 
it will not be better for Parliament this term 
to declare the election cycle every 10 years. 
This would save uS the misery and anxie-
ty of dealing with these elections every five 
years. The more cynical people are saying 
let ~ections just be over with already, and 
we move on. 

Most importantly,it will give the Elector-
al Corrunission tiine to prepare adequately 
for election day, and not need a near nation­
allockdown for work to be able to execute 
their duties. It will also help us fully recov­
er from the losses, both visible and invisi­
ble ones. The Electoral Commission will also 
have sufficient time to try and recover from 
the difficulty of conducting a national elec­
tion, building their credibility in the process. 
That way,there will never again be anyone 
challenging election results, even as ajoke. 

What ifit is done the same tUne as the na­
tional census,every 10 years and wejust add 
one question for each household head to . 
answer. We simply ask who they wish to be 
president. One house, one vote. There can­
not be voter apathy. We find the people in 
their homes and they answer the question. 
pone, withjust one question in the cen-
sus questionnaire quickly processed and 
we move on. No soldiers neededjust cen-
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sus enumerators. It would save us so much 
more than money that we can construct 
more roads and make Kampala great. 

Imagine that the next time we go to the 
polls is 2036,.ifwe reject the census idea.we 
are getting ready to celebrate President Mu­
seveni's golden jubilee as the leader ofUgan­
da.Amazing 50 years as the President of the 
Republic ofUganda and happy citizens. We 
shall be counting incredible gains to protect 
and much more to come. As some people 
wish, the President will have seen the gold­
en drop of oil in his lifetime indeed. Surely, 
we cannot miss 2036 to see this. . 

Everything is beautiful,bigger and bet-
ter. Yes,even the Parish Development Mod­
el will be multiplying at the rate ofShs100m 
per village everyyear and by 2036, this 
would be a1l impressive amount I cannot 
dare say per parish,in addition to other ben-

efits for the people. 
Talking of benefits, by then, people with 

no biological school-going age children shall 
be paid the equivalent offees for four chil­
dren as those with children benefit from 
Universal Primary Education or even uni­
versal secondary school. There has to be a 
way to compensate those who are locked 
out of such gains based on their circum­
stance. This is when leaving no one behind 
makes sense. . 

Onto education. Imagine all the money 
we shall have saved for the 2031 elections 
and 2036 ifwe go the census way. Mama Ja­
net Museveni can put all that into improv­
ing educational standards of children in 
West Nile and Karamoja Free school and 
food in every village to supplement on the 
parish money and wipe out the tears of po v­
erty from every child. Free milk flowing for 
school children and eggs too in order to ca­
ter for breakfast. Free medicine as well,af­
forded by the money from our oil that is 
about to flow in 2026. This is the real free­
dom we need,not to just talk. 

Thank God PLE results are here, They 
demonstrate that these things sum as 
above can be done. When you see which dis­
tricts do very well in PLE these days, and 
where they came from, you know Mama f 
has done a great job in the education sector. 
There is hope for West Nile.By 2036, the re­
al gains will be in the education of our chil­
dren andMr Dan Odongo, the Uneb boss 
will also still be handing Mama Janet in­
crechble results to work with. 

I am only thinking about the money spent 
on elections,ifput in the education sector 
what miracles there may be. No one needs 
to retire, everyone stays put and keeps pro­
tecting the gains of the past until there is no 
need to protect anything. 

Emilly Comfort Maractho, PhD. 
Associate Professor" of Media Studies. 
emillycm®gmail.com 
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