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Fishermen say the lake 
has changed in colour, 
smell and character. 

BY JACINTA KANNYANGE 

-It 
tdawn, the cool breeze from Lake 
Victoria should carry freshness, 
the soft: rustle of fishing nets be­

- .-ing-Ulltangle-d-and-the-lowhum 
ofboatengines wanningup. 

- For generations, this was how the lake 
announced-the. morning to commu­

. nities along its shores. Today, dawn ar­
rives with a different sensation. 

Along the waterfronts ofLuzira, Gga­
oa, Port Bell and Entebbe, an inescap­
able, choking stench now hangs in 
the air:It drifts through opeD inarkets, 
seeps into homes;settles in bedrooms 
and cliI1is to clbfueS'long after sunrise. 
For many lakefront residents, the smell 
~ become so familiar that they now . 

mark time by when it intensifies and 
when it finally fades. 

At Luzira Market, traders say the smell 
- does not announce itself politely; it in-
- Vades. It grows worse at night, thicken-

ing as temperatures drop. 
• Customers abandon meals halfway, 

and vendors hurriedly cover their food, 
unsure whether it makes any differ­
ence.Some traders now close early; oth­
ers endure, with little choice. 

Nearby, tenants living close to the lake 
speak of sleepless nights, headaches 
and nausea. Some have packed up and 
left:. 
~or Jandlords, they can wait, but ten­

ants are moving out; it has become un­
bearable,"Mr Usama Manana, the chair­
person ofWavu Village, said. 

What Is happening to the lake? 
Barely a kilometre away, officials at 

the Ministry ofWater and Environment 
say what residents are experiencing is a 
visible sIgn that Lake Victoria is under 
ecological siege. 

Dr Callist Tindimugaya, the Commis­
siOI~er for Water Planning artd Regu­
lation, said the stench is the reswt of a 
dangerous combination of pollution 
and rising temperatures. 

"When poUution enters the lake,it in­
troduces nutrients that cause excessive 
growth of algae; when temperatures 
rise, the algae die, decompose and re­
lease a putrid smell,"he explained. · 

This process, known as eutrophica­
tion, cuts oxygen levels in the water. As 
algae rot, they release gases such as hy­
drogen rulphide and ammonia, both 

Residents suffocate as Lake 
Victoria chokes on pollution 

-----.. ~_l 

A polluted section ofLake Victoria shoreline at Ggaba landing Site. lake Victoria receives industrial effluent from 
factories, untreated sewage from Kampala and surrounding suburbs. PHOTO/MARIA JACINTA KANNYANGE 

notorious for their offensive odourS. 
"These are the gases people are smell­

ing, and high temperatures have accel­
erated the process," Dr Tindimugaya 
said. 

What residents see as greenish water, 
floating scum and dark patches along 
the shoreline are not harmless weeds, 
he added, but warning signs of severe 
ecological distress. 

Lake Victoria receives industrial ef­
fluent from factories, untreated sew­
age ITom Kampala and surrounding 
suburbs, and agricultural runoff rich 
~ fertilisers. During heavy rains, plas­
tic waste, garbage and human waste are 
washed directly into the lake. . 

The Inner Murchison Bay at Luzira, 
one of the most heavily used sections of 

the lake in Uganda, is especially vulner­
able. Its shallow waters make it a natu­
ral collection point for pollutants. 

Studies by the ministry and it,s part­
ners show persistently high concentra­
tions of nitrogen and phosphorus in 
thE!o bay, the perfect conditions for algal 
blooms. In a February 3 statement, the 
ministry said prolonged dry conditions 
and high temperatures had created ide­
al conditions for the blooms witnessed 
recently. 

"In simple terms, the lake is being 
overfed and is suffocating,"the state­
mentnoted. 

At Ggaba Landing Site, fishermen say 
the lake has changed in colour, smell 
and character. 

"We cannot stay near the water 

for long anymore;we have had this 
smell since December," Mr William 
Ssemasamha,a fishermen's leider,said. 

He blamed unchecked waste dump­
ing and weak enforcement. 

"Companies and wealthy individuals 
dump waste here with little treatment. 
Even the water hyacinth, which helped 
trap dirt, was removed,"he said. 

Once viewed solely as a nuisance, wa­
ter hyacinth also absorbed pollutants. 
Removing it without addressing pollu­
tion upstream, fishermen say, has ex­
posed the lake to even greater contam­
ination. 

For small busin~s owners along the' 
lake, the stench has become an invisible 
enemy. At Ggaba Beach, chapatti ven­
dor Catherine Aturinda says customers 
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. Lake Victoria supports 
nearly 38 million people ac(,<)ss 
Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania, 
providing water, fish, transpOrt 
routes, power generation and 
agricultural livelihoods .. 

Scientists have long wamed 
that the lake faces mounting 
threats from chemical 
contamination, plastic Pollution, 
untreated sewage and climate 
change. Last year, researchers 
raised alarm over dangerous 
chemical substances detected 
in the lake, posing risks to both . 
human health and aquatic life. 

hesitate before ordering. 
"Some ask if the food is safe. Oth­

ers just walk away; all I can do is keep 
everything extra clean,"she said. 

Restaurant operators report loss­
es as foot traffic declines. Prime lake­
side locations have become undesira­
ble spaces. At Luzira Railway Quarters, 
village chairperson Elizabeth Barungi 
has urged calm, assuring residents the 
smell will pass, but patience is wearing 
thin. 

The current stench, experts say, is 
merely the most noticeable symptom 
of a deeper crisis. 

The Ministry of Water and Environ­
ment says measures are underway to 
protect and restore the lake. These in­
clude restoring degraded wetlands, 
which act as natural filters, and enforc­
ing a 200-metre buffer zone along the 
shoreline to curb encroachment. 

Industries are being encouraged to 
adopt cleaner production methods, re­
cycle wastewater and red\lceeffluent 
discharge. But officials warn that treat­
ment alone will not solve the problem. . 

"Stop garbage and waste from enter­
ing the water; once waste contiI;l.Ues 
flowing into the lake, algae will keep 
growing. Prevention is the first priority," 
Dr Tindimugaya,said. 
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NUP rejects presidential results but rules out court challenge 
BY-DERRICK WANDERA 

KAMPALA. The opposition Nation­
al Unity Platform (NUP) has reject­
ed the presidential election results an­
nounced by the Electoral Commission 

. (EC) on January 15. 
However, the party has ruled out peti­

tioning the SUpreme Court, citing a lack 
of confidence in the Judiciary. 

Addressing journalists at the party 
headquarters in Makerere-Kavule yes­
terday, party leaders spoke in the ab­
sence of their presidential flag bearer, 
Mr Robert Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wine, 
whom they said is "being hunted" but 
is safe and wip. appear publicly at the 
right time'-. 

NUP Secretary General David Lew­
is Rubongoya urged party candidates 
who lost in the elections and have evi-

dence of rigging to pursue remedies in' 
the high courts. 

"I am.going to seek a remedy in court 
over mystoleil victory.We know we don't 
have confidence in our judicial system, 
but we must keep this evidence on re­
cord,"Mr Rubongoya said. 

"All leaders who feel they were rigged 
should go to court for redress,"he added. 

Avoiding Supreme Court 
Mr Rubongoya explained that the par­

ty is avoiding the SUpreme Court for the 
presidential race because o(perceived 
bias. 

"We gave our supporters four steps: 
look for the vote, go and vote, protect 
it, and if rigged, demand it. We know 
we were rigged at the presidential lev­
el, and we are demanding through vari­
ous ways,"he said. 

, , 
~position. 
We gave our suppor-
ters four steps: look 

for the vote, go and 
vote, protect it, and if rigged, 

demand it. We know we were rig­
ged at the presidential level, and 
we are demanding through various 
ways," David Lewis Rubongoya, 
NUP Secretary General 

Sources within NUP told reporters on 
condition of anonymity that the party 
believes the Supreme Court is unlikely 
to deliver justice. 

"In high courts, we might get one or 
two soberjudges, but in the Supreme 
Court, there is no chance. That is why 
we are not petitioning this time," the 
source said. 

On January 15,EC chairperson Justice 

Simon Byabakama declared President 
Museveni, 81, winner with 71.65 per­
cent of the vote. 

Bobi Wine, 43,received 24.72 percent, 
_while Mr Nandala Mafabi of the Fo­
rum·for Democratic Change (FOC) got 
1.88 percent. Most presidential candi­
dates have since ruled out court action, 
though they allege irregularities and vi­
olations marred the elections. 

However, Mr Robert Kasibante, also 
one of the candidates, has petitioned 
the Supreme Court over alleged irregu­
larities, and the matter is currently be­
ingheard. 

In the last presidential elections, NUP 
applied to withdraw its SUpreme Court 
petition, citing abduction, harassment, 
and intimidation of witnesses by State 
security operatives, allegedly under the 
supervision of President Museveni and 

the Attorney General. 
Yesterday, NUP also demanded that 

the EC produces the declaration forms 
(DR forms) used to announce Mr Mu- • 
seveni as the winner. 

"The Presidential Elections Act says 
all parties and independents must 
have DR forms from districts. We asked 
where they got theirs,"Mr Joel Ssenyo­
nyi, the NUP spokesperson and Lead- .• ~ 
er of the Opposition in Parliament, said. 

He added: "Some of our DR forms 
were confiscated; up to today, we don't 
know where they are. They should first 
bring theirs and ours before we can rec­
oncile~ • 

EC spokesperson Julius Mucunguzi 
responded: "When elections have end­
ed, any disputes are addressed through 
the courts of law provided for within 
the law." 
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