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BYBILLOKETCH . Salume: PLE star who brought pride to Oyam rural school 
OYAM. Salume Ajalo's remark· ! Mr Tonny Ojok, the chairperson of : , , 

able performance in the 2025 Pri- : Abela School Management Commit- i 
mary Leaving Examinations (PLE) , tee, hailed Ajalo's achievement, attrib- ' 
has brought pride to Abela Primary ' uting it partly to parental support. , ~~~~:u~ 
School, a government-aided learning ; "Ajalo has made us proud this year, ,: 
centre in Oyam District. ' and I would like to thank her par- ' 

Ajalo stood out as the only candidate ents for supporting her education. We 
to score Division One among the 47 pu- urge all parents to follow suit," Mr Ojok 
pils who sat the examinations at the , said. 
school. ' Mr B-enson Odongo, the chairper­
'In the 2025 PLE results released last son of Ab~la Parish~ said the school's 

Friday, Ajalo obtained Distinction : 'failure to register a flrst-grade result 
, Two in both English and Mathemat- , in 2024 was largely due to inac;l~quate 
ics, Credit Four in Science and Credit i cooperation among parents;teachers 
Three in Social Studies. ' and learners. 

. Despite attaining an Aggregate of 11" How~ver, he noted that Ajalo's suc-
Ajalois'beingwidelycelebratedforele- : cess reflects renewed commitment 
vating the profile of the rural school in ,: and serves as a positive step forward 
Abela Parish, Meka Sub-county. ' for the school. 
, _ Overall, the school posted an im- Nationally, girls outperformed boys 

~-1>roved performance, with 38 candi- in English, according to the released 
dates passing in Division Two, one PLE results. 
in Division Three and six in Division However, boys dominated perfor­
Four. One candidate did not turn up f mance in Mathematics, Science, Social 

-fortheexaminationsconductedonNo- i Studies and Religious Education, the 
vember 3 and 4, 2025. Uganda National Examinations Board 

Community hero. 
"Ajalo has made 
us proud this year, 
and I would like to 
thank her parents 
for supporting her 
education. We urge 
all parents to follow 
suit," Mr Tonny 
Ojok, the chairper' 
son of the Abela 
School Manage­
ment Committee 

Salume Aialo of Abe- _ 
la Primary School 
in Oyam District 
passed the exams in 
Division One. PHO­
TO/COURTESY 

(Uneb) Executive Director, Mr Dan Od­
ongo said in a statement. 

Overall, more candidates passed in 
Division One in 2025, with 91,990 at­
taining a grade-an increase of 7,689 
from 2024. Most candidates scored ag­
gregates between 11 and 30, with the 
mode at Aggregate 22. 

A total of 817,883 candidates regis­
terecUor the 2025 PLE, a significant 
rise from 797,444 in 2024. Of these, 

, girls accounted for 52.4 percent, com­
~ pared to 47.6 percent boys. 

Gender analysis shows that 389,469 
boys were registered in 2025, com­
pared to 428,324 girls, continuing a 
trend in which more girls complete the 
primary education cycle. 

This pattern is not new. lIT 2024, girls 
- constituted 52.5 percent of candidates, 

a proportion that has remained consist­
ent. Educationists attribute the trend to 
improved access to education fur girls 
and increased support for female learn­
ers, suggesting steady progress towards 
genderparityin education. 
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Located in Buyanja 
County and represent­
ed by Finance Mrnister 
ry1atia Kasaija, Karuguu-

\ .' ~zaTown Council contin-
• ues to lag behind, raising 

questions about wheth­
__ ~r political leverage is 

translating into tangible 
development. 

BY SEGUJJA BYOMUGABi 
& ALEX ASHABA 

M
ore than three deca~s after 
it~ c~eation from Houna DIs­
tnct ill 1991, Karuguuza Town 
Council- the main urban cen­

tre in IGbaaIe District-remains large­
ly dormant, grappling with poor infra­
structure, weak service delivery and 
dwindling economic activity. . 
This is despite its long history as one of 

the oldest towns inBunyoro Sub-region. 
Once envisioned as a vibrantcommer­

cial hub, the town today presents a pic­
ture of stagnation, marked by dusty 
and narrow roads, the absence of street 
lighting, ageing buildings and minimal 
night-tiIlle business activity. After dark, 
Karuguuza is barely distinguishable 
from a rural trading centre. 

The town, located in Buyanja County, 
is represented in Parliament by the Min­

- -::;ster of Finance, Mr Matia Kasaija, who 
recently won another term in the 12th 
Parliament. 

Ms Kahunde Muhereza, a resident, 
said the town council'continues to reg­
ister low levels of socio-economic and 
infrastructural development. She not­
ed that roads linking different streets 
are narrow, dusty and riddled with pot­
holes,}:>ecomingmuddy and impassable 
duringthe rainy season. 

li__ "When it rains, access~g workplac­
es becomes extremely difficult. Some­
times we are forced to stay at home or 
spend a lot on bod'a bod,asjust to move 
through themud," she said. 
Mr IsaayaBusinge, a boda boda rider, 

described it as'shameful that such an 
old town still lacks tarmacked roads, 
with most streets remaining dusty and 
full of potholes. He said the poor state of 
the roads has increased accidents and 

Why Kibaale~s oldest town 
relllains JUlderdeveloped 
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A section of Karuguuza Town Council, the main town in Kibaale District. PHOTO/BYOMUGUBI ~EGUJJA 

operating costs. 
"Overtaking is dangerous because the 

.roads are too narrow. Most of the mon­
ey we earn goes into repairing motorcy­
cles or ~spital bills after accidents,D Mr 
Businge said. 

The absence of street lighting across 
the town has further crippled business, 
particularly atnight, affectingfood ven­
dors and boda bodariders. By as early as 
7pm, most businesses close due to fears 
ofinsecurity. . 
, Mr Simon.Kalule, a shop owner, said 
, working beyond 7prri exposes traders 
to thieves because the town is plunged 
into darkness. He added that the only 
sources of light are security bulbs on a 
few shops and lights from passing vehi­
clesand boda bodas. 

"For me, I close early to protect my 
merchandise and my life. Beyond 7pm, 
it is hard to get customers because they 
also fear the darkness. When power 
goes on: the entire toWll is dark because.. 

even shop lights are not there. Food ven­
dors have to rely on touch or improvise 
with rechargeable lights," he said. 

Ms Aidah Babura, a restaurant opera­
tor, said there are veryfewplaces where 
orie can flnd food past 8pm because 

I ELANiD01W s 
. Most buildings inthe town 
council are visibly. old, with 
rusted iron sheets and minimal 
renovatiQn, some dating back 
more than 30 years. Authorities 
fault lanqowners. ·Some 
landowners are not prioritising . 
,development or sellingto people 
willing to invest. This has slowed 
growth," MrJoseph Sazi, the 
Kibaale Town Council Mayor, 
said, urging owners to open up 
land for development. 

most local restaurants close early due to 
the darkness. She added that operators 
renting premises incur losses because 
there is no night-time businesS. 

"Once it reaches 9pm and food is still 
on the fire, it means a loss. Customers 
fear moving in the darkness. People are 
Used to staying indoors because of the 
town's darkness; others go to bigger res­
taurants or travel to Kakumiro. We only 
work during the daytime,D she said. 

Investors in lodging facilities are 
equally affected. With few people mov­
ing atnight, mostclients avoid spending 
nights in Kibaale due to thetown's weak 
night economy. 

"Rooms remain empty most nights. 
Customers prefer neighbouring town 
councils or other districts where servic­
es are better,D Mr Peter Mwesige, a lodge 
operator, said. 

He said on average, a good self-con­
tainedroomgDe$for betweenShs2O,ooo 
and lis3Q,OOO, compar:ed' with. 

Shs50,000 in other towns. Even lodges 
with better facilities, where rooms cost 
up to Shs100,000, can go for days with­
out clients, he added. 

Residents partly blamethetown coun­
cilleadership for failing to enforce laws, 
install security lights and improve ser­
vice delivery, despite collecting revenue. 

However, the Kibaale Town Council ' 
Mayor, Mr Joseph Sazi, attributed the 
slow pace of development to structural 
andfinanciallimitations. 

According to the 2024 Uganda Bu­
reau of Statistics (Ubos) report, the town 
council has a population of only 9,157 
people. 

"Because of the low population, we col­
lect littielocal revenue-about Shs100 
million annually. After remittances to 
different wards, very little remains for 
town maintenance, D Mr Sazisaid. 

He added that land in the town coun­
cil is valued at about Shs20m. Howev­
er, much of the land is surrounded by 
swamps and rocky terrain, limiting ex­
pansion. 
Mr Sazi also cited inadequate road 

funding as a major bottleneck, resulting 
in irregularmaintenance. 

"In the last financial year [2024/2025], 
we expected Shs106m as road fund but 
only received Shs85 million. This finan­
cial year [2025/2026], only ShsBom has 
been released. This cannot facilitate 
the construction of new roads or proper 
maintenance," he explained. 

Unlike other urban centres, Klbaale 
Town has not beneflted from a major 
highway passing through its centre. The , 
main road bypasses the town, denying 
it advantages' such as government-in- .. ~ 
stalled street lights and increased com­
mercial traffic. 

"Towns where main roads cut 
through receive infrastructure support 
from the ministry. We missed that op­
portunity,D Mr Sazi said. 

Ironically, when Klbaale District waS 
subdivided in 2012 into Kibaale, Kaga­
di and Kakumiro to improve service de­
livery, the newly created districts seem 
to be developing faster than the moth-
er distllict. I t ~ ';; :'r 


