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Restless giants 
resort to fight for 
Uganda Cup ,glory 
Relief. Nec have been the most active side in t.h~ transfer 
market, desperately trying to correct a dismal first round 
of the league camp~ign. The Cup offers a chance to' reset. 

Camered8rie. 
L_R Mercyline 
Clielangat, 
Stella Chesang 
and Juliet 
Chekwel cel­
ebrate after 
the10000rn 
women's final 
at the 2018 

c' BY.DENIS BBOSA 

ST~BIC UGANDA CUP 
Todayat3pm 
Paidha United YL Maroons 
Patongo United YL URA 

Mairye United VL Police 
Mabira TC VL Nec 
PalJisa Hospital VL SC Villa 
Kisugu United D. Lugazi 
Obule Earthquake YL Kitara 
Ombachi Pride yS. E. UPPC 

A
s the Stanbic Uganda Cup 

. . Round of 64 continues today 
f across the country, the com-
, 'petition already feels like a 
, refuge for ambition. among Ugan­

da Premier League's current brides­
maids. 
With holders Vipers cruising om­

inously atop the league table - six 
points clear midway through the 
season -the CUp presents the most 
realistic battleground for the chas­
ing pack to disrupt the Venoms' 
dominance. 

Vip'ers, who completed the league 
___ __ __ and iJIld . do beasts -

look frighteningly efficient once i 
again. . 
It would be almost unfathomable ' 

if Ivan Minnaert's side were allowed , 
, to cruise unchallenged to another ' 
; double,il feat that would hand them 

a third-ever league-and-cup sweep ; 
after their 2023 and 2025 triumphs. ' 

; That looming threat'is precisely , 
; why the rest of the elite will channel 
: most of their" energy into dethron- , 
· ing the Venoms via the knockout : 
, route. . 

, Taxing moment , 
i Among those desperate for re- ; 
, demption are three-time Uganda : 
: . CUp winners URA,!. 
: Withonly13points,theTaxCollee- ' 
: tors find themselves in 13th place, , 
; a significant departure from their : 
· previous success. , 
, Having last lifted the CUp in 2014 ; 
! in Mbale after edging KCCA on pen- i 
, alties, URA feel almost mandated to ' 
, mount a serious challenge this year. 
· Yet the warning signs are glaring. 
, URA carry the unwanted record of 

the longest scoring drought in the 
, league, having gone seven straight j 

, matches - 630 minutes - without : 
· finding the net since Kabon LiVlng's , 
: late. strike in their 7-3 win over Bu- , 
• himba United Saints. . 

That blunt edge,could be ruthless- ! 
ly exposed today in Agago by a slip-

DOUBLE' 

It would be almost unfatho­
mable if Ivan Minnaert's side 
were allowed to cruise un­
cballenged to another double, 

. a feat they did twice before. 

pery Patongo United side thatwill 
fancy unsettling a fragile giant. 

In Luweero, Police face 'a far more 
straightforward task on paper. 

Matia Lule's side, sixth in the 
league with 28 points, have been 
among the most physically impos­
fug teams this season.., 

AgainSt minnows Mairye United, 
the Cops will be experu;d to Unleash 
the same brutal efficiency as they 
continue their hunt for a maiden 
Uganda CUp crown. 

N9wornever 
Elsewhere,Badru Kaddu's Nec trav­

el to Kasese to face Mabira TC. 
Nec have been the most active side 

in the transfer market, desperately 
trying to correct a dismal first round 
of the league campaign. 

The CUp offers a chance to reset 
momentum and rekindle memo­
ries of their impressive 2024 run to 
the final, where they narrowly lost 
1-0 to eventual champions Kitara at 
Wankulukuku. 

Zeljko Kovacevic's SC Villa, nine­
time Uganda CUp winners, also seek 

. balance. . 
Third in the league on 30 points, 

the Jogoos invade.Pallisa to face lit­
tle-known Pallisa Hospital in what 
has all the makings of a classic ba­
nana skin. Villa last lifted the CUp 
in 2015 and will be wary of compla­
cency. 

In Soroti, 2024 champions Kitani, 
under Wasswa Bbosa, tak~ on Ob­
ule Earthquake aiming to build on . 
league momentum that has them 
fifth with 29 points. 

And in Koboko, Abdallah Mubi­
ru's Entebbe UPPC - second in the 
league with 30 points in their maid­
en top-flight season - begin a po­
tential fairytale Cup run against 
Ombachi Pride, keen to prove their 
league form is no fluke. 
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Kihirige goes for strong finish at Chhattisgarh Open 
BY DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

CHHATTISGARHOPEN 

DAYTHREELEADERBbARD 
T1 Honey 8aisoya C1NO) 

626163-21 
T1 Anshul KabthiyaJ C1No) 

626163-21 
3 Jhared Hack (USA) 

6361 63-20 
T4 Akshay Sharma (JNo) 

606069-18 
T4 Veer Ahlawat C1No) 

65 6262-18 
T6 Arjun Prasad (JNo) 

626365-~7 
T6 Kartik Singh (JNO) 

616663-fT 
T6 Vishesh Sharma C1NO) 

686161-fT 
T25 Marvin Kibirige (UGAl 
646567-11 

KAMPALA. For a second 
week running, Marvin Kibi­
rige continued to make in­
roads into the Professional Golf 
Tour of India (PGTI) with another 
fair slice of history. 

Playing his first tournament on the PG­
TI after securing its card a week,Kibirige 
became the first.indigenous Ugandan to 
make a cut on the circuit via theChhattis­
gam Open in New Raipur. 

On the par-69 course at 
·the Fairway Golf & Lake Re­
sort, Kibirige returned a com­

manding aggregate nine-un­
der score th.anks to opening 

rounds of 64 and 65 and thereby 
tying in 18th place to make the cut on 

Wednes<!ay."It feels really good,honestiy. 
Making the cut in my first event on the 
Indian Tour is a big confidence boost," 
Kibirigetold this papez: 

"It shows that my giune belongs at this 

· level, and I'm proud of how I handled the 
· pressure.fm grateful for the opportunity 

and excited to keep building from here." 
: Yesterday, Kibirige had a stutter in a 
: third round of two-under 67 and at 
; ll-under overall, he was tied 25th head­
: ing into the closing round today. 

"I am just trying to get in the system. 
: Trying to figure out while building com­
I petition mindset and competition mus­
, cle, remember our side we are used to 
: playing two rounds have to adapt," he 
· stated. On Day One, Klbirige fired six bird­

ies and a bogey on the par-3 Hole NO.3 
and on the next round, he made five suc­
cessive birdies from Hole No.3 to the par-
3 seventh green only to scratch with a bo­
gey on par-4 Hole NO.16. 
Yesterday, Kibirige stuttered with a bo­

gey on the par-3 Hole No.2 and later got 
a double-bogey on par-5 Hole NO.ll. "I 
played into a hazard," Kibirige said ofhis 
worst of the tournament thus far. 

He stillfought and completed the round 
with five birdies on Holes par-4 NO.4, par-
5 No.8, par-4 NO.12, par-5 NO.13 and par-
3 NO.17. "The course is in great condition 
but it definitely tests every part of your 
game. The greens are finn and quick, and. 
you really need to be precise with your 
approach shots. Course management 
is key, and you have to stay disciplined 
throughout the round,"added Klbirige: 

Queen 
Cranes 
plot to. run 
at Zambia 

BY M. MUZIRANSA 

- KAMPALA. This week­
end; Uganda will continue its 
quest to the September 5-27 
Fifa U-20 Women's World 
CUp~C)inPoland. : '. 
The Queen Crane~ turn 

their focus to Zambia in the 
third round oftlle CafU-20 -
WWC Qualifiers due this Sat­
Urdayat Fufa Stadium Kadi-
ba 

Coach Sheryl Botes'side de­
featedNrumbia5-oon~ 
gate in the previous round 
and must now overcome 
Zambia in two legs -the sec­
ond due on February 14 in 
Zambia. 

"We baveto run at Zambia," 
Botes told the media as she 
declared her intentions to 
throw the kitchen sink at the -../.-- -
Young Copper Queens . 

"We are leaving no small 
-details. Of course we are still 
teaching football but the 
mentality we are planting in 
the girls is that we have to do~­
everythiiig to beat Zambia," 
'Botes added. 

Hoodeo' 
This U-20 battle to. the 

World CUp always feels like 
an unfulfilled story for the 
Queen Cranes. In 2013, after 
beating Soufu Sudan 22-0 on 
aggregate iri the preliminary 
qualification r01,!nd and 
earning a first ro~ walk 
over againstJ:gypt, Uganda 
pulled out Of the qualifiers 
"tQ develop its women's foot- . 
ball" at the final stage with a 
match against Ghana in off­
ing. Ghana beat Equatori­
al Guinea then to make it to 
their third 2014 U-20 World 
CUp. Uganda returned three 
editions later in 2020 under 
the guidance of coach and 
national team legend Oli­
ver Mbekeka but were eliffi­
inated 4-2 by Tanzania in the 
preliminary qualification 
phase. 

In the 2022 qualifiers,-~­
Uganda, then under coach 
Ayub Khalifa, earned a first 
round bye then beat Kenya 
10-3 on aggregate in the sec-
ond round. They narrowly 
defeated South Africa 1-0 in 
the third round but fell N 
to Ghana in the penultimate 
qualification round. 

In 2024, Uganda got anoth-
er first round bye, then de-~ .. " 
stroyed Mozambique 8-0 
on aggregate in the second 

. round. But coachAyub Khal­
mrs side fell 2-1 to Senegal in 
the third round of qualifiers. 

Botes is tasked with getting 
Uganda over the line in the 
biannual tournament and in 
Zambia lies a f.nnmarfoe 

--
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