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Girl vaccinated by Museveni 
in Pader seeks fees support 
The vaccination cam­
paign posters featuring 
Elizabeth Amito receiv­
ing polio vaccine from 
President Museveni 
have remained a source 
of motivation th rough­
out her scHoonng. 

BY SUSAN ACHOLA 

T
he family of lS-year-old Eliza­

- beth Amito has preserved a pho­
tograph of President Museveni 
administering a polio vaccine to 

her as a three-month-old infant during 
the national launch of a polio vaccina­
tion campaign, hoping it might one day 
help secure her a scholarship. 

The photograph, taken in 2012 at An­
gagura Primary School in Pader Dis­
trict, shows President Museveni admin­
~ering oral polio vaccine drops, a.sym-

D olie gesture intended to demonstrate 
the government's commitment to safe-
guarding Uganda's future. . 

Amito's life was protected through 
routine immunisation and careful up-

_ l1ringing by her mother, Ms Coney La­
bong, a farmer from Lajwatek Village, 
Lajeng Parish, Laguti Sub-county, Pad-
erDistrid- • 

Ms Labong says she initially preserved 
the image as a newspaper cutting and 
later saw the same photograph pub­
lished in a vaccination campaign maga­
zine.She requested a copy,which she has 
kept to date. j' 

"I was so excit~ that day when the 
President chose my child to vaccinate," 
MsLabongqs. 

She says she showed the photograph to 
Amito when shewas~ Primary Five,af­
ter which the girl began telling her class­
mates that the President would one 
day pay her school fees.Amito has since 

~ hoped to meet the President. 
Amito sat her Primary Leaving Ex­

amination last year at Okinga Primary 
School in Pader District, scoring Aggre­
gate 15. She now hopes that the photo-

Elizabeth Amito (right), and her mother, Con~ Labong, show off the vaccina­
tion campaign magazine at their home. in UYWlltek Village, Laguti Sub-county, 
Pader District on January 30. P.HOTO/SUSAN ACHOLA . 

graph may open doors for her second­
ary education, as her mother says she 
cannot afford the school fees. 
The vaccination campaign posters fea­

turing Amito receiving the vaccine from 
the Presidenehave remained a source 
of motivation throughout her school­
ing."When I look at the photo,I feel mo­
tivated to study hard because I believe it 
will open doors for me," Amito told Dai­
iyMonitor. 

2012 
The year President Museveni vac­
cinated now 15-year-old Elizabeth 
Amito at Angagura Primary School 
in Pader District during a launch of 
a vaccination campaign. 

She describes her daily struggle to 
access education, saying she walked 
about five kilometres each day from 
her village to OkingaPrimary School 

Amito dreams of becoming a doc­
tor, with the aim of saving lives and 
serving her community. 

The deputy head teacher of Okinga 
Prin:JilrY School, Mr Bosco Oryema, 
descnbes Amito as disciplined,haro­
working, and a pupil with strong 
leadership qualities. He notes that 
she headed English and debating ac­
tivities at the school 

Amito's story highlights the value 
of immunisation programmes,from 
saving lives to nurturing healthy 
learners capable of contributing to 
national development. 

A single drop of vaccine adminis­
tered in 2012 has grown into a de­
termined young Ugandan with as­
pirations of joining the medical pro­
fession. Her mother appeals for sup­
port towards Amito's secon dary ed­
ucation, saying national investments 
in child health should beprotected to 
ensure lives saved do not end in unre­
alised potential 

According to the Uganda Polio Out­
break Response Campaign Report 
issued by the Ministry of Health in 
2024, Uganda was first declared po­
lio-free in 2006 following sustained 
government interventions. However, 
the country experienced re-infection 
with wild poliovirus in 2009. 

Another vaccination drive led to a 
poho..free declaration in 2014, which 
lasted until 2021. A new outbreak . 
emerged in 2022, prompting re­
newed vaccination efforts targeting 
children under five. 

The most recent campaign, con­
ducted in 2024 in eastern Uganda, 
achieved 100 percent coverage in the 
districts of Mbale, Soroti, Jmia, and 
Moroto, reaching more than six mil­
lion children. 

The Minister of Health, Dr Jane 
Ruth Aceng, attributed the success 
of the campaign to effective com­
munity mobilisation by local lead­
ers, Village Health Teams,committed 
health workers, and strong public c0-
operation. 

Army kills 
four suspected 
cattle thieves 
BY JAMES OWICH 

AGAGO. Four suspected armed cat­
tle rustlers, believed to be from the Kar­
amoja Sub-region, have been shot dead 
during a security operation aimed 
at curbing violent cattle thefts in the 
Acholi and Karamoja sub-regions. 

According to a statement released 
by the Uganda Peoples' Defence Forc­
es (UPDF) on Wednesday evening, the 
military operation, code-named Dumi­
sha Usalama, was conducted over three 
days, from Monday to Wednesday. The 
operation covered parts ofKitgum,Aga­
go, and Abim districts. 

The fifth Infantry Division Public In- . 
formation Officer, capt Ibrahim Sseki­
to, said the operation led to the recov­
ery of an AK-47 rifle, bows and arrows, 
and more than 30 heads of cattle. 

He added that the operation was car­
ried out under the wider ~ty·cam­
paign Dumisb"a USalama~ancr-took 
place betW~~Mon.day.february 2, and 
Wednesday)ebniary 4. " 

The areas covered included Lokok­
wai in Kitgum District,Amita Village in 
Abim District, and Loborom Village in 
Agago District. 

"During the three-day operation, four 
armed Karamojong warriors were neu­
tralised. Troops also recovered one AK-
47 rifle with three rounds of ammuni­
tion, bows and arrows, and three mo­
bile phones,D he said, noting that no 
UPDF personnel were injured during 
the operation.. 

Meanwhile, the Commander of the 
fifth Infantry Division, Maj Gen Keith 
Katungyi, assured communities in the 
affected areas of continued protection. 
"I assure the cOminunity withiIi the 

division's area of responsibility of con­
tinued protection. Sustained opera­
tions will be maintained to deter cattle 
rustling and other forms of insecurity;" 
he said 

The UPDF said it has heightened vig­
ilance to ensure no livestock is stolen 
during the operation, with all animals 
in the affected areas secured without 
loss. The latest operation brings the 
m.unber of suspected armed cattle rus­
tlers killed in Acholi Sub-region over 
the past eight months to 11. 
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BY JAMES OWICH 

_AMURU: Police in Amuru District 
are investigating the circumstances 
under which an 18-year-old man died 
after allegedly being assaulted during 
funeral rites following an outbreak of 
violence on Saturdaymoming. 

The deceased has been identified as 
Daniel Oyera, a resident ofLagwedola 
Village, Opara Sub-county in Amuru 
District. Oyera died at Atiak Health 
Centre Iv, where he had been admitted 

..¥ter sustaining injuries during an 
=-a1tercation at a funeral ceremony in a 

neighbourmgvillage. 
The vIctim's brother, Innocent Awich 

said Oyera, had gone to Puroc Village 
to attend a funeral where music was 
playing. He saidbis brother was among 
the mourners dancing to the music 
when violence broke out. 

Awich explained that Oyera was 
assaul~ lpst. consciousness, ~d was 

.1(9rr.cr· nom' :I.Cl IDa i9J!il. 

Man killed during brawl at funeral 
later rushed to Atiak Health Centre Iv, 
where h~died several hours later. 

The Aswa West Regional Police 
spokesperson, ASP David Ongom 
Mudong, confirmed the incident, 
saying one of the suspects involved 
in the assault has been identified and 
investigations are ongoing. 

"It is alleged that on January 30, 
during the night, one Oyera Daniel, 
Ilow deceased, went to Puroc Village 
for funeral rites. Music was playing 
throughout the night, and people were 

. dancing. The deceased was among 
those dancing," ASP Mudong said 

He added that in the early hours of 
Saturd~y, at around 4am, Oyera was 
badly assaulted by yet to be identified 
people. He sustained serious injuries 
and became unconscious before being 
rusheg 10 Ati¥tIealQ1 ~tre Iv,wh~ 

ITJ),af£t "1SlIl,~. 100ft < grJ.brio .,.si2 

POLICE REPORT 

In the early hours of Saturday, 
at around 4am, Oyera was badly 
assau!ted by yet to be identified 
people. He sustained serious in­
juries and became unconscious 
before being rushed to Atiak . 
Healtli Centre IV, where he died 
at around .5pm. . 

he died at around SPrn. The cause of the 
fight has not yet been established. 

Oyera's body was burried on 
Wednesday afternoon in Lagwedola 
Wlage. . 

This is the second case of death by 
assault recorded in Amuru District in 
1~~twQ.~J· ~_ J.J~ 

19qJi.sr : £JJ: 9 ~ .ClOW b. 1 ; :xIII 9.rY.itt 

On January 21, a 25-year-old papyrus 
mat maker was killed during a fight 
over Shs2,OOO. 

The suspect, a male resident ofWii­
Owaa Village in Pabbo Sub-county, 
allegedly attacked Kennedy Akera 
Ajoke after the latter went to claftn his 
money. 

According to a preliminary police 
investigation, the suspect had taken 
a mat from the deceased after paying 
ShS2,OOO and promised to clear the 
balance ofShs3,OOO later: 

However, when Akera went to his 
home to demand payment, the suspett 
reportedly turned violent. 

In a reIated incident, a man identified 
as Sunday Olango, a resident of 
Lalongo-Oyeke Trading Centre in Ornel 
Sub-county, Gulu District, allegedly 
a"tta~ed ?llQ !tilleg.ms step..:!>rotber 
, d ag,! ) ;I9bso f as 811 lOW OJ .J5mu1 

Francis Mwaka, using a stick. The 
incident occurred on Thursday eVening 
at around 6prn. 

Police said both men were reportedly 
drunk at the time. Olango has since 
been arrested and charged with 
murder under CRB number 60/ 2026. 

Meanwhile, Samuel Okello, a 38-year­
old farmer and a resident of Omoti 
Village in Patiko Sub-county, Gulu 
District, died after allegedly being 
assaulted by three men. Okello was 
pronounced dead on arrival at Awach 
Health Centre Iv. 

Police said the victim had a quarrel 
with one suspect, before two others 
joined the fight. Two of the suspects are 
currently on the run, while one is being 
held at Gulu Central Police Station on 
murder charges. , 

Police said these incidents have 
contributed to the rising number of 
homicide cases recorded in the West 
Acholi region since the beginning of the 
y$~ 
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