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Regional News 

NRM party dominates Soroti Le3 el~ctions 
BY GEORGE MURON 

SOROTI. The National Resistance 
Movement party (NRM) has won most 
of the seats in the Local C01Ulcil Three 
CLC3) elections in Soroti District. 

Of the 12 sub-counties in Soroti Dis-. 
triet, NRM won in six seats, FOC party . 
took two seats and the other four sub 
-counties were taken by the independ-
ent candidates. . 
. Among the seats secured by NRM is 
Gweri SUb-countywhere Mr Moses Oja­
cor was declared winner after polling 
2,832 v()tes agcpnst: the incwnbent Mr 
Simon Peter OpOlot, who got 779 votes. 

Mr Peter Ebau. the NRM candidate re­
tained Awaliwal SUb-county seat after 
getting 2,631 votes while Mr Geoffrey 
Stephen Ebunyu (1,362 votes) was run­
nerup. 

Mr Robert Phillip Osina took Oco­
. kiean Sub-county after getting 1,729 

votes. 
Mr Emmanuel Ejalu was announced 

winner of Aukot Sub-county seat after 
he got ~,286. Mr Stephen Osoil ofFOC 
came in second with 1,526 votes. 

In Kamuda, Mr.Joseph Ebanu Ecen- . 
gu retained his seat while in Oculoi 
SUb-county,the incwnbent,Mr Emma­
nuelEkotu ofNRM,lost after garnering 
1;028 votes against the winner, FOC's 
M~ Emwalu's 1,148 votes. 

Tubur Town Council was taken by 
Mr Julius Obiro (NRM) who polled 
887 votes against the illdependent 

LC3 chairperson, Katine Town Council. Mr Moses Eroju Emugu (centre) dances with supporters at the tally centre in 
Oculoi Sub-county, Soroti District after he was re-elected. PHOTO/GEORGE MURON 

who obtained 582 votes. Tubur 
Sub-county was taken by Mr 
Moses Abaci who beat his 
opponent of FOC with 172 
votes after getting 3,288 valid 
votes. 

Mr Moses Emugu Ero­
ju (Independent) retained 
Katine Town Council seat, 

06 
lG3 SEATS WERE 

TAKEN BY . 
NRM 

and·Mr Thomas Alimu 
(FOC) retained Asuret 
'Sub-county seat. Mr 
Osman Oyoma, an 
independent can­
didate, retained the 
Lale 

. SUb-county 1£3 seat, 
and Mr David Adengu. 

an independent candidate, won Ara­
pai Sub-county seat, replacing Mr si­
monPeterfun~thein~t 

Mr Eroju ofKatine Sub-county called 
upon his voters to remain calm,forgive 
and forget the past altercations experi­
enced during campaigns and focus on 
service delivery towards the improve­
ment of livelihoods and the develop-
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NRM WINS IN SOROTI 

In the past elections, voters 
.have used the ballot to make se­
veral changes. In Soroti District, 
of the 12 sub-counties in Soroti 
District, NRM won six seats. 
The other six were shared ' 

among other parties with the 
FDC party taking two seats and 
the other four sub-counties oc­
oopied by the independent can­
didates. 
The retained NRM members in­
clude Mr Peter Ebau of Awaliwal 
Sub~countY. Mr Joseph Ebanu 

· ofKamuda -
. -~~r winlJers ate·LC9 chair­

; Person, Mr Owiny Bob. 

ment ofhis sub-county. 
"There's no more time for bickering, 

it's now time for us to unite to ensure 
that we come together irrespective 
of our political beliefs so that we can 
jointly influence the development in 
the sub-coun~Mr Eroju said. 

. At the tally centre, Mr Joseph Muk­
waya, the Returning Officer of Soro­
ti Distriet, thanked the candidates for 
abi~ by the law. 

However, he cautioned residents 
against rashjudgement 

"Whenever you hear about some­
thing, don't rush, lest you crash but if 
you go slowly, you will get the best solu­
tion,"Mr Mukwaya said. 
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Many· locals said the 
ballot was their only 
tool to punish leaders 
they accuse of neglect­
ing the district. 
'" 

Kagadi locals ask for 
!better'social services 

" 
BY SEGOJJA BYOMUGABI &. 
ALEX ASHABA " >With 69,002 votes; defeating incum­

I"oeht Ndibwami B Yosia, who polled 
. . ) . .5Q-,524 votes. 

R
esidents .of Kagadi District. are .. =i' \T.oters said as,Iiew leaders. prepare 
now setting a fresh agenda for ~ ~ to take office, t:angJ.ble change must be 
change after decisively voting l' cielivered in the next five~ars, or the 

. out all incwnbent parliamenta:.· L,neVi leaders risk facing the same fate. 
ryleaders,thedistrictch3irpa:son,and -1 ,. Mr Alex Alinaitwe,fromBUyagaEast, 
sevefal sub-county· and town council 1 -'saitl 'the focus ,must be orr econom­
heads in the recen~ concluded elec-; :~ ic .and social developmen~ with pri­
tion. . ' . ' . "-~::ontY1>taced 'on co~ction of mod-

The election outcome has been wide- : em matkets, upgrarung health facili­
ly interpreted as a protest against poor : ties,improving acceSs to safe Water, ex­
service delivery, stalled development t tending electri.city to rural areas, and · 
projects,andyearsofunmetcommuni- : j -establishing schools in underserved . 
ty priorities. 'L sub-C01Ulties and parishes. 

Many locals said the ballot was their \ He added that people want fair taxa­
only tool to punish leaders they accuse f tion and transparency in staff recruit­
of neglecting the distriet, leaving Kag- j ment~ the district level. ' - - . 
adi burdened by underdevelopment, : "All our hopes are in the new regime 
weak infrastructure, and struggling j so that jobs are given to qualified per­
public services. . ~ sonnel,nottothose-whobnbe,"hesaid 

In Buyaga East, incumbent MP E;.ric : , He said new leaders must 'follow up 
Musana, who polled 25,310 votes, was. : . on presidential pledges-made during 
defeated by newcomer Mr Stephep..· } campaigns, including compenSation 
Twesige, who secured 34,637 vo~;. : j' and resettlement bf families affected 

In Buyaga West, veteran politician - j bydeadlychimpanzeeattacksnearfor: 
Barnabas Tinkasimiire lost after poll- "· ' . ested areas. 
ing 24,6.45 votes, while Mr Denis Na­
mara emerged the winner'Aith 42,315 
votes. 

The Woman MP seat 'also changed 
hands after incumbent Jennipher 
Kyomuhendo Mbabazi, who polled 
54,410 votes, was defeated by Ms Nazi­
wa Magret, who garnered 69,233 votes. 

At the district level, Mr Gard Tu­
musiime won· the chairperson race 

Chim~eeattacks 

In.Buyaga'West;residents sai~ one of 
the most urgenf issues awaiting MP- . 
elect Denis Namara is the escalating 
threat of chimpanzee attacks on peo­
ple and the apes' destruction of crops 
in neighbOuring forested areas. .. 

John Mugisha,aresident,said the gov­
ernment·should fulfil President Mu-

severfi's pledge to compensate victims 
. arid.gaZette affected wnes to prevent 
further attacks. 

"TheSe animals destroy our crops, 
making life unbearable, Many people 
take loans to grow maize but end up 
losing everything,"hesaid. . 

The attacks have claimed lives over 
the years. On October 29 last yem;a five­
month-old baby boy,MiracleNgonzize, 
was snatched by a chimpanzee while 
his mother was tending to her g~en 
in Kahyooro B village, Muhorro Town 
Council, andlater died from injuries. 

In March 2023, a two-month-old baby 
girl,Aroho Ahumuza, was killed in sim­
ilar circumstances. 

Mr Rogers Ahaisibwe, who lost a child 
in the attacks, said·the new leaders 

D 

Voters ofKag~di said the 
focus has shifted to develop­
ment, with urgent calls for the 

~construction of modem mar-
. kets, upgrading health facilities. __ 

. improving access to safe water, 
extending·electricity to rural 

. areas; and ~stablishing s.chools 
- in underserved sub-counties 
and parishes. They also hope 
that the new regime will ensure 
that jobs are given to qualified 
peOple. 

must treat the matter as a-priority,add­
ing that they should remind the Presi­
dent about the pledge he made to relo­
cate people in areas prone to chimpan- . 
zee attacks to safer land 

Local leaders report at least one 
death annuaJ.ly, alongside frequent 
injuries ill villages such as Kahyooro, 
Karuswiga,and Nyamiti. 

Land wrangles 
Ms Jenifer Ahumuza, a resident, also 

raised concerns about poor road net­
works, particularly routes connecting 
Ndaiga to other parts of the district, 
and weak village-to-village connectiv­
ity. 

Buyaga West,one of the most congest­
ed counties, continues to face land dis­
putes and absentee landlord challeng­
es, which locals said undermines long­
term development due to constant 
eviction threats. 

In Buyp.ga East,residents said upgrad­
ing Kagadi General Hospital into a re­
ferral facility remains a long-$nding 
priority that the new leaders must 
push through Parliament One of the 
issues is patient congestion and delays 
due to limi~ capacity 
Mr Salim Kugonza said the upgrade 

will also benefit the neighbouring dis­
tricts ofKibaale,Kakumiro, and Kyenjo­
jo,reducingpressure on Hoima Region­
al Referral Hospital. 

"When a patient isreterred to Hoima, 
he takes.hours on transit. Why can't 
government increase funding for our 

----- ---.- -

facility to get elevated to referral sta­
tus? That will reduce referral pressure 
on HoimaBhe said. 

Buyaga East County hosts Kagadi's . 
central business area, where residents 
want improved markets, water supply, 
electricity, and'schools. 

Salongo Mureju. the Kagadi central 
market chairman, called for the imme­
diate construction of a modern mar­
ket, accusing outgoing leaders of tum­
ing the project into a political tooL 

"Vendors continue operating in poor 
conditions and making losses. The new 
leaders must prioritise this project,"he 
said. 

Women in Kagadi said they expect 
Woman MP-elect Naziwa to address 
persistent chaJlenges affecting wom­
en, including poor maternity services, • 
domestic violence, and economic mar­
ginaJisation. 

District officials report between five 
and 20 domestic violence cases daily, 
o~linkect to economic hardship and 
family neglect. 

Women also face limited access to 
productive resources such as land, 
while poor healthcare infrastructure 
and early marriages contribute to cas­
esofob~cfisblUL 

Ms Aisha Kusema, a resident, urged 
leaders to strengthen women's em ­
powerment through savings groups 
and strict monitoring of government 
programmes suCh as UWEP,GRow,and 
PDM. 
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