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He proposes that candi­
dates should instead be 
ranked based on the ac­
tual scores obtained in 
all subjects, as was the 
case before 1983, when 
the current aggregate 
system was introduced. 

BY JANE"NAFULA 
&STEPHENOTAGE 

T
he Chairperson of the Uganda 
National Examinations Board 
(UIieb), Prof Celestino Obua, has 
pledged to push for a change in 

the grading of Primary Leaving Exam­
inations (pLE) to avoid what he tenned 
as t..'le magic of Aggregate 4. 

Speaking after taking the oath for his 
- second term of office, Prof Obua said 

the current grading system was caus­
ing a lot of anguish among candidates, 
especially those who narrowly miss the 
top mark. 

Prof Obua, who took over as chair­
person of the 13-member board at an 
event held in Kampala yesterday, sug­
gested that candidates should instead 
be ranked based on the actual scores 
obtained in all subjects, as was 1;he case 
before 1983,when the current aggre: 
gate system was introduced. 

"Wliat if we used absolute marks? If 
four subjects are supposed to garner 
400 marks, you grade the'children ac­
cording to what their total score is,"Prof 
Obua advised. 

He added: "There should be a certain 
ranking of students based on the actu­
al scores obtained, so that if you want 
to admit 100 children in Senior One, 
you rank them according to their total 
score." 
ProfObua~cribed the current grad­

ing 'system asllI!illi: "I hope yOu appre­
ciate the gap I'm t~g about that ex­
ists between someone who scores an 
Aggregate 4 and an Aggregate 8. 

"For example,i{the cut-off point for a 
distinction one is 80 marks, the person 
who scores 80 percent throughout will 
get 320 marks out of 400, which is equiv- : 
alent to Aggregate of 4," he noted, ex- : 
plaining further that a candidate who : 
scores 79 percent in all subjects gets 316 : 
marks out of 400 or about gets Aggre- : 

Uneb chairman wants 
change in PLE grading 

as checking examination malpractice. 
Presiding over the swearing-in ses­

sion, Mr Brian Kajubi, the legal counsel 
ofUneb, urged the new board members 
to serve diligently. 

"Pay attention to the principles of cor­
porate governance and ensure integri­
ty and quality of the national examina­
tions,"Mr Kajubi advised. 

Inaugurated Uneb board members 

Patrick Kabooyo. Herbert Mukasa. 

gate 8. 
"The magical Aggregate 4 is giving 

a lot of anguish to children," the Uneb 

Mohammed 
Kaaya. 

Juma Mulesa. 

Harriet Nabuso­
baSsebabi. 

Beatrice Adiru 
Asimasia. 

Frances Atima. 

board chairperson emphasised. 
Prof Obua also cautioned teachers 

against derailing learners with ques-

Argument. 
• What if we used ab­
solute marks? Iffour 

subjects are supposed 
to garner 400 marks, you 

grade the children according to . 
what their total score is ... There 
should be a certain ranking of 
students based on the actual 
scores obtained, so that if you 

, want to admit 100 children 
in Senior One, you rank them 
according to their total score," 
Prof Celestino Obua, the Uneb 
board chairperson. 

Mr Dan Odongo, the executive direc­
tor ofUneb, tasked the board members 
to be cautious of stakeholders who may 
jeopardise the integrity of the examina­
tionbody. 

"Some board members are ap­
proached by individuals or schools. 
For example, we have right now cases 
of results that have been withheld be­
cause the schools are suspected to have 
involved themselves in malpractice. 
Heads of some of these schools,parents, 
and directors want to see certain mem­
bers of the board and ask them if there 
is something they can do to make sure 
that the results are released. This hap­
pens all the time. I was telling them 
that they should expect such approach­
es, and obviously, when they get ap­
proached in that manner, they should 
know how to handle those matters,"Mr 
Odongo said. 

He added: "The board plays a very sig­
nificant role in guaranteeing the cred­
ibility of the education system of our 
country. If the functions are carried out 
well, the nation's certificates are recog­
nised throughout the world, and that 
makes mobility for citizens, either for 

tions obtained from examination bu- further studies or employment, easy . 
. reaus, saying such questions were sim- [This is] In addition to playing an over-
• ply confusing learners, adding that : sight role in ensuring that the day-to-

they are not based on the syllabus. . day activity is carried out by the secre-
"Examination bureaus are a prob- • tariat under the executive director." 

lem. They are misguiding certain teach- Mr Odongo also reminded the board 
ers. They disguise themselves by us- : members to be prepared for criticism, 
ing the Uneb letterhead, and then they ; most of which is very unfair, coming 
present as if it originates from Uneb, to : from sections of the public, especially 
make money. Schools should not waste : those that do not know the functions of 
their time going for the so-called exam- • the board. . 
ination bureaus. You find a pupil be- : The State minister for Higher Edu­
ing marked and graded by a classroom . cation, Mr John Chrysostom Muyin­
teacher, and some of them are doing so : go, who presid~d over the inaugura­
to get favours from the school proprie- : tion ceremony, said the appointment 
tors. : of the new board marks an important 

"Some parents are duped with the ; milestone in the collective efforts to 
idea that their cliild is Aggregate 4 ma- ; strengthen the integrity, credIbility, effi­
terial, but when that does not happen, r ciency and effectiveness of the national 
this becomes an issue,"he explained. • examinations system 

Prof Obua added that during his sec- ' The minister also pledged that the 
ond term as Uneb board chairperson, • government would avail the required 
he would focus more on the.digitalisa- i resources to enable the board under­
tion of the exam body's services as well : take its mandate. 
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A few CEC members shouldnl choose Speakers - NRM youth 
BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

KAMPALA. The decision by the ruling 
National Resistance Movement (NRM) 
party's Central Executive Committee 
(CEC) to endorse incumbent Speaker of 
Parliament Anita Among and her dep­
uty, Mr Thomas Tayebwa, for mother 
term has set the cat among the pigeons 
within the party, with youthful mem­
bers calling it unfair. 

A group of party youth leaders from 
various districts, under the umbrel- , 
la body Qf the NRM Revolutionary Net­
work (NRN), told reporters yesterday 
that the move by the NRM CEC, the par­
ty's top decision-making body, to·ring­
fence the positions for incumbents not 
only underrilines internal democra­
cy but also clips the wings of emerging 
leaders. 

The disgruntled-youth argued that 
the current system, where a handful of 
"wealthy"individuals elected by a col­
lege of"hungryparty members"meet in 

a boardroom to decide the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker for 529 legislators rep­
resenting 45 million people, is a bridge 
too fur.They vowed not to tolerate a pro­
cess that slams the door on several capa­
ble leaders. 

ButMr Emmanuel Dombo,the spokes­
person of the NRM CEC and the party's 
mouthpiece, dismissed the youth as in­
disciplined and ignorant of the matters 
at hand 

"Matters of CEC are not discussed in 
the public media briefing, and if they 
had any issue, they would have peti­
tioned the party structure from the Sec­
retary General and others because all 
peOple, including youths, are represent- ' 
ed at CEC,"he said 

He added: "Discussing party leaders 
who are on the level of CEC is a sign of 
indiscipline and calls forpunishment" 

However, Mr Jamir Kazibwe, who led 
the youth yesterday,said:" .. .we propose 
that the endorsement of candidates for 
Speaker and Deputy Speaker ofParlia-

ment be a decision of the full NRM Par­
liamentary Caucus, not a preserve of a 

ELECTION OF HOUSE HEADS 

Article 82 ofthe Constitution pro­
vides for the election of the Spea­
ker and Deputy Speaker by MPs 
from among themselves. The elec­
tion is conducted during the first 
sitting of Parliament or when a va­
cancya,Mses, under the l1upervi­
sion ofthe Chief Justice or a desi­
gnatedjudge, through a'secret bal­
lot requiring a ml\iority vote. 
Under Parliament's Rules ofProce­
dure, the Speaker is elected from 
among MPs, with a secret ballot 
held if the position is contested. 
Within the NRM, however, candi- I 

da~forthespeakershiparetra· 
ditionally vetted and endorsed by 
the CEC to ensure party cohesion. 

small group of top party figures operat­
ing under the CEC structure. The Cau­
cus, composed of all elected NRM Mem­
bers of Parliament, represents the col­
lective political mandate of the party in 
the House." 

Mr Edgar Mugisha, the Sheema Dis­
trict NRM youth leader, said: "The Presi­
dent has consistently emphasised mer­

, itocracy as a guiding principle in gov­
: ernance. But where is the meritocracy 

ifpositions are decided without inter­
nal competition? From LCl to LC5 and 
parliamentary positions, the party con­
ducts primaries. Why should the posi­
tiOI~ of Speaker be different?" 

Discontent of the youth came barely a 
month after the CEC,reportedly chaired 
by its chairperson and President Mu­
seveni, endorsed Ms Among and her 
deputyTayebwa for anothertenn. 

The race for Speaker has gathered 
steam after Justice and Constitutional 
AffirirsMinister Norbert Mao informally 
latmch~ his bid for the seat, promising 

a more accountable Parliament. 
He said: "The talk did not start with 

me. But when there is goodwill ,around 
your name, neither you nor your party 
can ignore it." 

Mr Tayebwa later responded, saying: 
"Mr Mao's family is friendly to my fam­
ilybecause during his wedding, I was his 
best man and my wife was a matron but 
I am also very sure that if Nobert Mao 
was the President of Uganda and the .. ~ 
chairman of the NRM party, he would 
not give the position of the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker to persons that are not 
from the political party because it will 
be suicide for the party." 

"The cooperation we have with my 
senior brother Nobert Mao, the coop­
eration with the Democratic Party, is a 
cooperation, which we welcome as the 
NRM government because it's a great 
addition;'the Ruhinda North MP add­
ed: referring to the 2021 agreement Mr 
Mao signed with NRM paving way for 
his current ministerial position. 
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