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KOBOKO PUPilS REJOICE AS 
MIS ING L· RE ULTS ARRIVE 
Thirty-four learners who sat Primary 
Leavi,ng Examinations . (PLE) at 
Bamure Primary School in Ludara 
suo-county, Koboko district have 
breathed a sigh of relief after their 
missing. scripts were marked by 
the Ugarida' National Examinations 
Board (UNEB). 

When the 2025 PLE results were 
released last week, the pupils were 
ungraded (Division X) because their 
scripts for integrated science had not 
been submitted to UNEB for marking. 

However, they were discovered 
locked up in the headteacher's 
office last week and submitted to 
the examinations board for marking. 
After the special marking session, the 
results were sent back to the school 
on Saturday. 

MOOD AT THE SCHOOL 
By 9:00am on Saturday, parents, 
candidates and teachers had' already 
gathered at the school, waiting to 
receive their results from UNEB. 

At exactly I2:IOpm, a white Toyota 
double-cabin pic~p made its way 
to the school amidst ululations and 
praises. 

The team .that delivered the results 
included the Koboko district inspector 

Inspector of schools Rita 

of schools, Harriet Rita; the LC5 
chairperson, Ashiraf Mambo and the 
district secretary for social services, 
Isaac Todoko. 

Addressing the school stakeholders 
during the handover of the results, 
Rita lauded the community for their 
patience while UNEB marked the 
missing scripts. She said the incident 
was a learning. point 'for people who 
manage national examinations. 

Rita assur.ed.the .stakeholders that, 
the special marking was based on the 
guides that were used for all the other 
candidates. 

NO DIVISION ONE 
According to the results, no candidate 
passed in the first division. Only 
seven passed in Division Two, 16 in 

Division Three, seven in Division 
Four, while four failed. 

Zubair Waku Abriga, the school's 
headteacher, blamed the unfortunate 
incident on the UNEB team that 
invigilated PLE. 

He said the school's staff do not 
play a central role in the conduct of 
the national examination. 

Abriga attributed the school's poor 
performance to lack of c -op.eratio . 
from parents. 

"Lack of strict parenting always 
leads lot! absenteeism and poor 
performance," he said. 

WHO IS TO BLAME? 
During every national exam session, 
UNEB appoints a scout, chief 
invigilator and the invigilators who 

~ STAKEHOLDERS SPEAK UT 
Koboko LC5 chairperson Ashiraf Mambo described the missing 
scripts incident as unfortunate and urged the UNEB to review the 
manner in which it conducts the Primary Leaving Examinations. 

Mambo also challenged the school administrators and teachers in 
the district to focus on improving the performance in the schools. 

"Elsewhere, a school like Bamure would have almost half of the 
candidates pass in Division One. It is possible to have that over here 
because ali the children are taught by teachers trained in the same 
institutions," he said. 

Siraji Wani, a parent at the school, thanked UNEB for ensuring ' 
that the scripts are marked. ~ 

Huda Bako, a former candidate, said she had given up on 
education and had planned to get married. However, now that the 
results are back, she said she was no longer interested in getting 
married. 

, Taifa Lucky, another' candidate, said: "My name, Lucky, has saved 
me. At first, I thoughtlwould not receive the results, but thanks to 
UNEB for not forgetting about us." 

She said she wants to continue with school and become ~ lawyer. 

work with monitor and the scripts' 
distributor. 

According to the UNEB policy, the 
monitor releases the scripts through 
the distributor and signs for them, 
indicating the time of receiving the 
scripts, the transport route and time 
of leaving the central store. 

When the exams reach the school, 
the distributor hands over the scripts 
to the chief invigilator and both sign 
on .a delivery note, indicating the 
time of the arrival of the scripts and 
,stim6!1ylha s e y. 
The distributor, chief invigilator 

and the scout also sign a collection 
form confirming that the scripts are 
leaving the school. 

The policy further provides for 
the monitor to confirm the scripts 
returned by the distributors. 

"We only realised the error when 
the results were released and 

candidates had 'X' for integrated 
science. We immediately took steps 
to contact UNEB and involved the 
Police," Rita s-aid. 

The West Nile region Police 
spokesperson, Josephine Angucia, 
said Rita and the head teacher 
recorded statements. 

NO ARRESTS YET 
She said the Police recovered an 
envelope containing the papers, but 
added that no one has been arrested:­
UNEB guided that the scripts to be 
taken to the headquarters for further 
management. 

In a statement, the UNEB principal 
public relations officer, Jennifer Kalule 
Musamba, said: "For avoidance of 
doubt, the envelope was first handed 
over to Koboko Central Police Station, 
where it was confirmed that it had 
not been tampered with." 

Uganda showcases culture, tourism potential at Australian festival 
Ug;mda used a multicultural 
festival in Canberra, Australia, 
to showcase her culture, 
strengthen diaspora ties and 
promote tourism. 

The event that concluded 
. on Saturday also served 
as a platform for economic 
diplomacy, a deliberate effort 
by . the Ugandan mission 
in Canberra to position the 
country not only as a cultural 
destination, but also as a 
partner in tourism, trade and 
investment. 

Uganda's High Commissioner 
, to Australia, Dorothy Samali 

" .' 'Hyuha, said participation in 
. " ..•. ;.~" lhe mijlticultural events helps 

. • .'c· \, ... :: .build social cohesion. 
' .. "~\i·.'.~~ ': '''When' Ugandans participate 

~- "'c .' ;. in AiIstralia's multicultural life, 
:.,' they strengthen social cohesion 

herew~e keeping our cultural 
identity alive. This is the way 
relationships between nations . 
are sustained through people," 
the high commissioner said in 

a statement. 
Australia is one of the 

world's most multicultural 
societies, with more than half 
of its population either born 

. overseas or having at least one 
parent born abroad. 

However, recent surveys 
indicate that migrants from 
non - Englis h - s peaking 
backgrounds continue to 
experience discrimination 
and social exclusion, making 
cultural festivals an important 
avenue for inclusion. 

For members of Uganda's 
diaspora, the festival offered a 
space for cultuial expression 
and visibility. - Ugandan 
Australians used 'the event to 

. pass vn traditions. -Jo YOUnger 
generations .. bom ,m:Ausrraiia 
while engaging >:the > Wider 
community . th,tougll '. food, 
music and conversation. 

One Ugandan-Australian 
parenrsaiathe festIval allowed 
dJjldren to experience a sense 
of belonging without having to 
explain their background. 

Hyuha (centre) 
with Muganda 

(right) and 
another 
official 

during the 
Multicultural 

Festival In 
. Canberra, 
Australia. 
They used 

the festival 
to showcase 

culture, 
strengthen 

diaspora ties 
and promote 

tourism 

"For one day, my children 
don't have to explain where 
they come from. They can just 
be," he said. 

Beyond cultural exchange, 
tourism promotion featured 
prominently at the event. The 
deputy head of mission at the 
Uganda High Commission in 

Aasffaliq, -Amb. Patrick Guma 
Mugan\'la', said progress made 
in . branding Uganda W(!S 
significant but incomplete 
without broader stakebplder 
participation. 

"Because of these 
engagements and other 
tourism roadshows, we have 

She added that the mission 
aims at increasing the number 
of Australian tourists visiting 
Uganda from about 18,000 to 
at least 25,000 annUally. 

Mugwanya said the inission 
had intentionally used the 
festival to blend culture with 
commerce, and visibility 
with opportunity, to advance 
Uganda's economic interests. 

"Producers back home need 
to increase output and work 
closely with the embassy to 
access buyers. Ugandans in 
the diaspora should also visit 
other cultural tents to learn 
what other countries are 
producing, gain ideas and 
invest back home," she said. 

Before . the COVID-19 
seen increased interest 'jn pandemic, Uganda received 
visiting Uganda," Muganda more than 1.3 million 
said. international tourists annually, 

Susan Trisa Mugwanya, the ~ according to the Uganda 
head of tourism at the Uganda Tourism Board, with nature­
mission in Canberra, said such based and cultural tourism 
festivals often serve as an entry among the fastest-growing 
point for Australians who later segments. Australia remains arl' 
choose to visit Uganda. emerging market for tourism. 


