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Classroom star . Absa 7 Hills Run targets sh900m for girls' education la~y Canons s~ine 
. ~.y.!~~y.~~~ .. ~.~~~ ............ . 
Uganda Cup 
Round of 64 
Classroom 3 Calvary 1 
Today,3pm 
Pajule v Paidha 
Booma vB' ruguru 
Mutolere v Wakiso 
Bwondha v, K. Kaningi 
Garuga • v Kataka 
Melody v Bright Stars 

Non-league side Football­
Classroom continued their 
fairytale run in the Stanbic 
Uganda C\lP after eliminat­
ing Uganda.Premier League 
(UPL) oudit Calvary FC 
with a 3-1 victory yesterday 
at Harnz Stadium, Nakivu­
bo to advance to the round 
of32. 

Calvary took the lead 
through Ibrahim Dada in 
the 29th minute, but Foot­
ball Classroom responded 
swiftly as Habib Oloya lev­
elled the scores six minutes 
.later through a penalty. 

Formed from a WhatsApp 
group, the underdogs . 
seized control early in the 
second half when former 
URA FC winger Moses 
S,seruyidde curled in a free 
kick just two minutes after 
the restart to put Football 
Classroom ahead. 

Stephen Yiga se"aled !the 
historic win in the 56th 
minute .mh a powerful 
long-range strike~as F,oot­
ball Classroom dOminated 
proceedings and coUld. have 
added to their tally With 
better finishing. . , 

Calvary becomes only. I 
the second UPL side to :be 
eliminated at this stage of. 
the competition, joining I 
Buhimba United S~ts . . , 
Their exit compounds a " 
difficult season, as they , 
remain bottom of the UPL 
standings with just four 
points from 15 matches and 
no wins so far. 

Elsewhere in the Stanbic 
Uganda Cup, Pajule Lions 
will look to revive remark­
able of their impressive 
run two seasons ago when 
they host FUPA Big League 
(FBL) side Paidha Black 
Angels today at Pader Play­
grounds in Pader District. 

Last season's semi-final­
ists Kaaro Karungi travel 
from Ntungamo District to 
face Bwondha Victoria FC 
in Mayuge District, while 
former UPL side Wakiso 
Giants make the long 
journey to Kisoro District to 
take on Mashaka FC. 

In other fixtures, three i 
FBL teams will be on the I 
road against region~lleague 
opposition, with Kigezi 
Homeboyz visiting LugaZi 
Nabugabo FC, Soltilo Bright 
Stars facing Melody Start 

.~y..~.~:~.~~~ .. ~~~.~~9.~ ............... . 
Runners have'added incentive 
to prepare for the fourth Absa 
Kampala Hash Harriers 7 Hills 
Run (Absa KH3 - 7 Hills Run) 
on April 26, as event partner 
Bakaima has offered two 
plots of land for outstanding 
performance. 

Absa will, in addition, 
sponsor an all-expenses-paid 
trip for two participants from 
the annual race supporting 
girls' education in Uganda 
to take part in the Absa Run 
Your City Johannesburg 10km 
run in September. At the 
event's launch in Kampala, 
Absa Bank Managing Director 
David Wandera stated that 
the 21 km run has become 

..a movement focused on 
transforming lives and 
creating lasting change, 

"This story is very important 
because when you think about 
the things that keep the girl 
children from completing their 
studies, they're not impossible 
things. School fees, absence 
of sanitary materials, and high 
transport costs. Things. that : 

if we come together, we can 
overcome," Wandera noted. 

He said they hope to raise 
sh900m this year, up from 
the sh400m raised last year, 
in order to create an even 
bigger impact from a targeted 
participation of 8000 runners. 
He said they had supported 
over 21,000 over the last 
couple of years and helped 
them to stay in school. "That 

is absolutely massive when 
'I think about it. When we 
keep a girl in schooL we're 
investing in the future of our 
communities and our country. 
The response we have seen 
over the past two years has 
been incredible," Wandera, 
who was in the company of 
Helen Basuuta Nangonzi, 
the bank's Marketing and 
Customer Experience Director, 

and the Hash Master, Alice 
Gitta Okecho, said. 

Okecho explained that 
the run's consistency is • 
intentional, as lasting change 
is achieved step by step. "This 
consistency demonstrates 

.~.~~.~!~p.!-!.~ .~~!.~~~ ................. . 
National Basketball league 
Women 
Canons 73 Angels 29 
KIU 66 Nabisunsa 61 
T'hawks 51 Stormers 41 
Men 
Canons 79 UMU 64 
Rezlife 83 UPDF 63 

our commitrnent and is 
reinforced by partners who 
share our vision for long­
term impact. KH3 has spent 
years running ill and around 
Kampala, building community 
along the way. Through this 

~ Wednesday 

. partnership,' we transform a 
simple run into a meaningful 
impact that helps keep the 
girl child in school. We thank 
you again for your support, 
partnership, and beli.ef in the 
purpose of this run. " 

The funds raised from the 
themed 'Run so she can' 
event will go directly to 
organisations making real 
differences in girls' lives, 
including Baylor College of 
Medicine's DREAMS program, 
Amref Health Africa, Windle 
International, World Vision, 
Nyaka AIDS Orphan Project, 
Katalemwa Cheshire Home, 
and Smart Girls Uganda. 

YMCA Wandegeya 
Women 
Miracle v T'hawks 
Men 
Oilers v UPDF 
LugogolndoorArena 
Women 
KIU v Angels 
Men 
Sommet v UMU 
Jaguars Den 
Women 
Jaguars v Victoria 
Men 
Jaguars v Victoria 

UCU lady Canons captain 
Shillah Lamunu said her 
team's strong start in the Na-
tional Basketball League was 
due to focus and respect they 
have for every opponent. 
Lamunu's r,emarks followed 
their emphatic 73-29 win over 
Angels on Sunday. 

MX 125CC DfUVfRS INSTANT ClASSIC 
Lamunu said the team 

avoided complacency despite 
last season's walkover against 
Angels, noting that the goal is 
to prepare well for the entire 
season. 

"We came in with a mindset 
not to undermine any team. 
Last season the !?lame was a 
walkover, but we, did not want 
that mentality this year. We 
are preparing for the entire 
season, not for one opponent. 
It is about doing our part and 
everyone playing ~eir role," 
Lamunu said. She atlded that 
the Lady Canons are focused 
on doing the basics right and 
staying consistent. ' 

.~y. .~~~~~.~ .~!~.~!~.~ .................. .. . 
The MX 125cc-class served 
early promise that it is poised 
to be the11lost thrilling and 
fiercely contested category 
of this year's Mountain Dew 
Motocross Championship, 
following a breathtaking 
season opener last Sunday 
at Victoria Raceway Park 

. in Garuga along Entebbe 
road:Two riders crossed the 
finish line simultaneously in 
consecutive heats. 

Jeromy Mubiru was pushed 
to his absolute limit by 
newcomer Miguel Katende, 
whose debut instantly 
announced him as a serious 
title threat. Katende seized 
victory in one heat, while the 
pair finished level in the other 
two heats which showcased 
the intensity of their duel. 

Mubiru, who spent last 
season in the class, had aimed 
to reclaim the championship 
crown he lost to Gift 
Ssebuguzi. 

His l'Ilission, however, 
now faces a formidable new 
obstacle in Katende, freshly 
promoted from the MX85cc. 
The young rider has already 
displayed explosive speed, 
technical prowess, physical 
endurance, and tactical 
intelligence-a combination 
that could disrupt Mubiru's 
quest for dominance. 

Their battle electrified the 
venue, with neither rider 
yielding an inch. The rivalry 
reached a dramatic peak 
when they collided, sending 
both to the ground. In a 
moment that captured the.grit 
and spectacle of motocross, 
they scrambled to their feet, 
remounted, and charged on, 

earning a rapturous roar from 
the crowd. 

When the dust settled, 
Miguel Katende, aboard an 
MKT 125 (2023), emerged 
as the overall winner with 
57 points, just ahead of 
Mubiru on 54, riding identical 
machinery. 

Katende's ascent through 

the ranks has been meteoric. 
Since entering the sport, 
he has lost only one 
championship, the MX50cc 
Junior crown to William Blick 
Jr, before claiming every title 
in his path: MX50cc Senior 
(2020), back-to-back MX65cc 
championships (2021, 2022), 
and the reignirig MX85cc 
champion. 

"My motorcycle didn't 
perform as I expected," 
Katende admitted. "There 
were techniques and strategies 
1 couldn't fully apply. For the 
next round, I'll be on a new 
machine, and I'm confident 
the results will reflect my true 
potential. I am here to win this 
championship. " 

Unfazed, Mubiru responded 
with characteristic conviction. 
"I am the most experienced 
rider in this category," he 
stated. 

"I won't let younger riders 
outpace me. The season is 
long, and by the end, we'll 
see who truly deserves the 
crown." 

The season opener saw 
riders across nine categories­
from MX50cc Junior to MX 
Vets, began their campaigns. 

The championship resumes 
on March 8 at E-Villas Racing 
Park in Kalisiizo, Greater 
Masaka, where the MX125cc 
rivalry is expected to intensify 
even further. 


