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basic requirements. 
"Teachers are prepared and 

are teaching seriously; we ask 
parents who have not sent their 
children to do so," said Kagadi 
senior clistrict education officer 

~~~ 
addressing late reporting lies 
largely with local governments. 

"District leaders should 

but it becomes a problem when 
it replaces teaching. Schools 
should prepare environments 
before learners return," she 
said. 

Beatrice Mbabazi. • 
In . Kamwenge, rising prices 

of scholastic materials added 
pressure on the parents. 
Traders reported increased 
demand for items such as 
books, paper reams, bags and 
shoes, with prices climbing 
sharply at the start orthe term. 

LATE REPORTING COSTS 
Education experts have 
warned that delayed reporting 
by learners, especially within 
the ·first two weeks of the 
school term comes at a high 
academic and social cost, 
despite widespread parental 
belief that the period is 
reserved for cleaning and non­
teaching activities. 

Jane Frances Atima, a director 
at the Directorate of Education ' 
Standards in the education 
ministry, said reports from 

upcountry schools inclicate 
low learner turnout at the 
start of term, driven largely 
by misconceptions among 
parents. "The school' calendar 
is very clear. When schools 

open, teachers are present, and 
learning begins immecliately. If 
children are not in school, they 
miss out on learning," Atima 
s~d, adding that early absence 
clisrupts lesson sequencing 

Schools: Police raises red flag on fire safety 
o1ice ba$~ iss omprehensive school safety 
~d- security dellnes as learners return for 
the first term, warning that faulty electrical 
Mrin re safety gaps, unsafe infrastructure 

. or road safety practices pose serious risks 
. children. 
Police warned against negligenc~' on the side 

of school proprietors, saying they risk criminal 
liability and legal action. 

Addressing the meclia at Police Headquarters 
in Naguru, Kampala, on Monday, Police 
spokesperson Rusoke Kituuma said inspection 
of schools during third term revealed persistent 
safety lapses in many learning institutions, 
exposing learners to preventable dangers. 

"Faulty and exposed wiring remains one 
of our biggest concerns. Children come into 
contact with Jive wires, and in some cases, we 
have registered fatalities," Kituuma said. 

He warned that schools with poor electrical 
installations would be held accountable, 
stressing that chililren are naturally playful and 
often unaware of such danger. 

"If a child gets electrocuted because 
wiring was left exposed, that school 
will not go away with it. There are 
legal consequences beyond the 
reputational damage," he said. 

Kituuma also raised concerns 
over uncovered manholes, 
broken structures and poorly 
maintained buildings within 
school . premises. ."If a child falls 
into an uncovered manhole, you 
will certainly be held 
responsible. We have 
seen cases where such 
negligence escalates 
into police 

investigations and court cases," he said. 

FIRE SAFETY GAPS 
Fire preparedness was identified as another 
major risk, particularly in schools with large 
numbers of learners. "You are a school of more 
than 3,000 students, what is your capacity to 
fight a fire? Do you have fire extinguishers? Are 
they functional? Do teachers and staffkn~ how 
to use them?" he asked. 

According to Kituuma, police have responded 
to incidents where schools called for fire 
brigade trucks over small fires that could have 
been extinguished immediately using basic 
equipment, describing this as a sign of poor 
preparedness and weak internal safety systems. 

He advised schools to inspect students' luggage 
to prevent the entry of prohibited and dangerous 
items such as sharp tools, alcohol and illicit 
drugs. "Some learners carry dangerous items 
into school. If schools do not inspect luggage, 
these items end up threatening the safety of other 
students." 

Police also urged schools to properly identify 
and record all visitors, warning that intruders 
sometimes use faIse identities to gain entry inio 
school premises. 

Kituuma appealed to parents to co-operate 
with schoolS by sharing medical information 
about learners and agreeing on clear drop­
off and pick-up arrangements, warning that 
lilIll'esolved domestic clisputes often spill into 
school environments and create security risks. 

ROAD SAFETY 
Traffic Police spokesperson Michael 

Kananura warned of heightened 
road safety risks, citing 
increased traffic volumes 
and a spike in traffic 
violations around schools. 

be creating awareness and ' 
engaging parents early. 
However, interventions cannot 
be one-size-fits-all because 
communities face different 
challenges," she said. 

Maureen Kizito, a senior 
child . protection officer with 

• f>romoting 'Equality in African 
Schools (PEAS Uganda!, and 
a curriculum speCialist, said 
the cost of late reporting goes 
beyond missed classroom 
lessons. 

"School is not only about 
academics. Children learn 
values, social skills and 
emotional regulation through 
interaction with peers and 
teachers. Those first days help 
them settle, bond and adapt 
to the school environment," 

and syllabus coverage. Kizito explained. 
She noted that while the She .acknowledged parents' 

ministry is still gathering concerns about" excessive 
comprehensive ' data to cleaning but · urged balance. 
determine the gravity of the ) "Light cleaning helps develop 
situation, the responsibility of responsibility and life skills, 

, 

Kizito ~ called for stricter 
monitoring by education 
inspectors, district officials and 
community leaders to ensure 
schools begin teaching on time 
and that parents send children 
back promptly. 

"Once a national reopening 
date is set, everyone must 
adhere to it but also parents, 
should know that school 

. doesn't mean classrooms only. 
There's also technical skills and 
moderate cleaning could be 
one of them. So, missing out on 
them, children miss knowledge 
and skills," she said. 
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