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The Ugan 
Co . 'on (UCC) has 
.. "',....-• ...v broadcasters against 
allowing losers in the recent 
: ctions to use radio and 

GOVT WARNS BROADCASTERS 
ICT and national guidance 

minister Chris Baryomunsi 
while addressing the media 
at the Uganda Media Centre 
yesterday, said in any election, 
there are winners and losers. - . 

television platforms to 
dispute declared election 
results, saying offenders risk 
enforcement action for . airing . 

. unverified. claims. . OVER LOSERS OF ELECTIONS 
"When you go into any 

election you either win or 
lose. There are avenues 
provided for those who have 

~ grievances regarding the 
outcome or those not satisfied 
with the outcome of the polls 
or the process that led to the 
results. You are always free to 
challenge everything in courts 
of law which are open. UCC 
has noted a trend where those 
aggrieved are not necessarily 
interested in pursuing the 
court process but just want to 
put their case before the court 
of pub4c opinion and engage 
in discussions bordering on 
inciting the public," he said. 

"All broadcasters are hereby 
directed to refrain from airing 
content that disputes declared 
election results without 
verification. This includes 
prohibiting programmes that 
promote unofficial results 
or · unsabstantiated claims. 
Strict editorial oversight is 
required to ensure that all 
election-related information is 
verified from official Electoral 
Commission (EC) sources." 

Express 
election 
dissatisfaction 
in courts of 
law not media 

In a public notice yesterday, government elections misuse 
UCC warned that "it will take radio and television platforms 
decisive enforcement action to dispute officially declared 
against any broadcaster results through sensational 
violating these laws or and unverified claims. 

,'" However, Joseph 
Beyanga the chief 
executive officer of the 
National Association of 
Broadcasters disagreed 
with UCC over their 
position. 

"We don't think this 
was necessary. We think 
the existing election 
guidelines can suffice and 
as far as this statement 
is concerned, we are still 
studying it to see if we 
need to respond to it 
formally," Beyanga said. 

He revealed this was 
poisoning the minds of 
the public and could cause 
mayhem among the voters and 
yet the exercise of voting has 
ended. 

"So, this is a word of caution 
to the moderators, editors and 
people who hold talk shows. 

guidelines. Media owners, The UCC reminded the 
editors and the general public public and broadcasters that 
are urged to use broadcast the EC is the sole constitutional 
media responsibly and in authority responsible for 
a manner that promotes declaring election res4lts in· 
national unity and democratic Uganda. "Those dissatisfied 
integrity". Explaining · its · with election outcomes must 
decision, UCC said they had . seek redress through the 
observed a concerning trend courts of law by filing petitions 
where unsuccessful candidates with the legally set timelines," 
in parliamentary and local UCC added. 

Baryomunsi addressing journalists during a press 
conference at the Uganda Media Centre yesterday 

unlawful and can lead to 
public panic, confusion and 
a loss of trust in democratic 
institutions. It may also incite 
unrest and harm Uganda's 
democratic reputation," the 
statement noted. 

We need decency in the 
media. You can debate but let 
us remain decent. If you are 
unhappy with the results, you 
can go to court and we trust 
they can handle any grievances 
you have," Baryomunsi said. 

journalism scholars, 
jO\lll!llllis!~and journalism students 
have '<Xl ended Uganda's refugee 
~~ tlescribing it as one of the most 

~ 
essive on the continent due to 

openness, generosity and respect 
or human dignity. 
Uganda's approach grants refugees · 

freedom of movement and the right 
to work, positioning the country as a 
leading refugee host nation in Africa. 

Renowned Nigerian communication 
scholar Prof. Ralph Afolabi Akinfeleye, 
said Uganda's hospitality sets it apart. 
He noted that because ofits openness 
an.d generosity towards refugees, 
Uganda remains among Africa's top 
refugee-hosting countries. 

Alicia Van Den Boom, the head 
of development co-operation at the 
German Embassy, observed that 
unlike any other African country, 
Uganda hosts close to two million 
refugees. 

MIGRATION REPORTING 
She stressed the importance of 
responsible migration reporting, 
especially through the use of new 
social media technologies to shape 
public understanding and policy 
discourse. 

The remarks were made during a 
five-day third and final conference 
on communicating migration and 
mobilit)' through e-leaming repomng 

"Broadcast media shollid not 
serve as alternative venues 
for litigating election disputes. 

Broadcasting unverified 
results, parallel tallies or 
speculative allegations is 

Uganda lauded for progressive refugee policy 
B~EEN THE UNES 
o Uganda's flexible refugee 
policy enables skilled migrants 
to rebuild their lives because 
t.heyare allowed to work, move 
freely and earn a living. 

in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
The conference, held at Uganda 

Christian University (UCU), brought 
together participants from 16 African 
and European universities. 

These institutions are part of a 
three-year-old network aimed· at 
empowering African journalism 
through education under the project 
titled "Communicating Migration and 
Mobility E-Learning Programmes 
and Newsroom Applications for Sub­
Saharan Africa (COMMPASS)." 

The dean of the school ofjoumalism 
at.UCU, Prof. Monica Chibita, said 
the project has undertaken extensive 
digital training for journalists to 
improve the way migration and 
mobility are reported. The goal .is 
to enable African journalists and 
journalism students to report on 
migration accurately, ethically and 
with impact. 

Prof. Afolabl Akinfeleye 

As part of the conference's closing 
activities, participants visited an urban 
refugee centre in Buhga, a Kampala 
suburb, where they interacted 
with refugees, most of whom were 
Eritreans. The visitors were welcomed 
with local delicaci~s , including a type 
of chapati baked with a large fresh 
egg-like topping, popcorn and coffee, . 
symboliSing hospitality and cultural 
exchange. . 

Among the refugees was the family 
of SO-year-old Tedros Kahsai, an 
Eritrean, who praised the peace and 
dignity refugees enjO)' in Uganda. 

UCU's Prof. Chibita 

"Uganda is a beacon of peace, a 
haven for refugees like myself and 
my family. I have been to other 
African countries, but nowhere I can 
compare to the warmth and dignity 
I have received here. President 
Museveni, you are a blessing to our 
nation, may God grant you longevity 
and continued leadership," Kahsai 
said. 

His daughter, Kisanet Tedros, said 
she feels blessed to live with her 
parents, brother, husband, children 
and nieces. 

She recounted how six years ago 

she partnered with her brother to 
start a project aimed at helping 
refugees preserve their cultures while 
respecting the culture of the host 
country. She said they have produced 
more than 1,300 videos in their 
mother tongue, which have attracted 
over one million views worldwide on 
YouTube. "I also went ahead to write 
and publish so far two e-books which 
are shared by viewers and readers at 
a cost from my website, thus using 
those avenues as a means of earning 
some money which helps us survive," 
she said. 

FAVOURABLE REFUGEE POLICY 
Chibita said Uganda's flexible refugee 
policy enables skilled migrants to 
rebuild their lives. 

"I acknowledge the Government 
for what it is already doing for the 
refugees through the Office of the 
Prime Minister with the support of 
partners. What now should 'be done 
is for the Government to fulfill its 
pledges as far as making the refugees' 
lives better in Uganda," she said. She 
added that refugees should be given 
space to articulate their challenges 
before solutions are proposed. 

Participants also visited Vision 
Group to learn about news gathering 
and dissemination. The editor-in­
chief, Barbara Kaija, said Vision 
Group consistently provides space for 
migration slories, including features .. ~ 
profiling refugee settlements and 


