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Selection. The decision to maintain last year's cut-off points was informed by the poor 
p.erformance in the 2025 Primary Leaving Examinations. ":. :~P.4-5 .. 
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NABISUNSA GIRLS SCHOOL 7 

KIBULI SEC. SCH 7 8 

LUBIRI SENIOR SEC. SCH 8 9 

KIGEZI HIGH SCHOOL 8 11 

GULU HIGH SCHOOL 11 15 
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There is no Opposition 
in Uganda - Museveni 
Unchallenged? Museveni says "the 
pro-people record of the NRM in 
Uganda does· not allow a credible,' 
tr~thful opposition to thrive." 
••• P.8-9 
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Queries .over Lango 
acadeurlc's sudden death 
TraaedY. All Saints University Lango has 
appealea for ca1mfollowingthe sudden death of 

, --itsfonnervice chanceHor;Prof1\ndrewA:nthony- _. - J.a":;~~.J~p~;~ 
CUla, whose body was discovered at his residence 
in Lira City on Wednesdaymoming . ... P.2 

-Mourners eulogise killed UCU 
administrator Tmnwebaze 

. RIP. Relatives,students,st<l1;and evenjoumalists wept 
at the ftmeral service for. Pamela Tumwebaze yesterday. 
~eUtu commrlruty nad never,WitneSsed ailythiIlg so -- -

heart-wrenching tlntil Tuesday murder of the Director of 
Students Affairs in~er home •• .p.3 
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1~li'ltjCOURT MARTIAL BACK TO WORK.~P.7 1 INSIDE GOVT PLAN TO GET VENDORS OFF STREETSu p.6 

THE LIZARD 

OVER TO YOU, OPPOSITION! .... 
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Most rural schools, especially in hard­
to-reach areas, keep their cut-off 
points high to accommodate 'more 
learners. 

06 
Maintained. 
NtareBoys' 
School in Mba­
rara City and its 
Bushenyi coun­
terpart, Maryhill 
High School, 
maintained last 
year's 6 points. , ' ',. 
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TI
e majority of secondary schools, : 

including traditiona1 giants, non- : 
traditional institutions, powerf'uJ : 
and average schools, as well as : 

government-sponsored ones, that turned : 
up for the first day of the two-day Senior : 
One (Sl) selection and placement exercise : 
yesterday maintained last year's cut-off : 
points. : 

Some schools were forced to relax their : 
points further to accommodate more : 
students, while others, overwhelmed by : 
the numberof applicants, tightened their : 
cut-off to eliminate the large num~ers : 
seeking placement : 

Officials from these schools, who : 
thronged the multipurpose hall of the : 
Uganda Manufacturers Association : 

\ <::. 

Tightened. (UMA) in Kampala, told this publication ! , I 
Sacred Heart that the decision to maintain last : ~ 

.. Gulu tightened year's points was informed by the ' 
their intake poor performance in the 2025 Primary ( ) 
from Aggregate Leaving Examinations (pLE). , J r .-
9 to 5. Similarly, Some ofth~ traditional and powerful : r. 
Bweranyangi schbolsthatmaintainedlastyear'scut-off : b Is . ' ff • 
;~~:n~~hf~~i9 I;~~gf=~e~=t~~= I' Sc 00 retain cut-o PO' ruts 
to 8 aggregates. girls WIth a maxunum of 8; NablSUIlSa ! 
Tororo Girls - Secondary School is taking 7; Kawempe : ' 
School main- Muslim,SS 8; Lubiri SS 9 for both boys : afte ' ~ 

taJned 9 po;nts. ~~~=.:"I<it~;~ I r poor PLE pe.-.onnance 
til Ntare Boys'School in Mbarara City and : 

---I u------,~~=~!=~~=~ i ;'~Peter'sCollegeTororofro~~l to~,St , , schools in Kampala, then we're going of my district,~~-~llO, which had 
points.MbararaHigh School kept 7points, : Leo's College IWegobe from 12 to 13,and to leave many learners unabsorbed."he only two first grades. Do you expect me 

Cut-off points. while JWeizooba Girls SS maintained 9, St ! Elite High School,Entebbe from 8 to 10. said. to say I only admit those with first 
Ji'1ia CQ,!Iege Maria Goretti 10, and Immaculate Heart : MrOnyango Lawrence,the head teacher An ad m in i s t ra to r fro m grades?"he asked. 
and Kira College GirlsHS 7 points. : of Elite High School, Entebbe, attnbuted Reason. Lyantonde Secondary School, MrOehenLivingst.one, 
Butiki are taking SpeakingtoDailyMonitoryesterday,Mr : the relaxation to poorPLE performance. "The policy who preferred anonymity, the deputy head 
10 and below John Baptist, the director of studies at St ! "As an institution, we know that the is that we said the USE policy bars teacher, called on 
aggregates. Henry'sCollegeKitovu,explainedthatthe ! perfonnance was not so good. We are absorb all rural schools from the Ministry of 
MasakaSSis . schoolreceivedmoreapplicationsthanit : trying to see that we accommodate learners into loweringcut-offpoints. Education and 
admitting boys could accommodate. , ! as many students as we can. We have secondary " B e c a use the Sports to revise the 
with 10 and girls "This year we got so many applicants • lowered the cut-offpointsfrom 8 to 10 for education. government says it USE policy to allow 
with 11. ' than we got last yeru; yet we can only take : both boys and girls. Also, the content of So wilen we introduced USE to cater rural schools to 

28 
Both sex. Most 
USE schools 
maintained their 
cut-offpOOlts at 
Aggregate 28 
for both boys 
and girls. The se­
lection exercise 
is expected to 
attract approxf­
mately2,600 
schools. 

in 230 students,"he said. . : the new curriculum is not so demanding. lower cut-off for the rural poor, when lower cut-oifpoints. 
Mr Ibrahim Ssendawula, the director ! Children who didn't get super first grade points similar you choose to admit only "The USE policy 

of studies at Nabisunsa Girls Secondary : inPLE can still excel if they WOIX hard,"he to private those with first grades, you'll is costing us 'with 
School,said performance was not as good : said. ' ' schools in leave out the slow-learning poor poor perfonnance. If the 
as the previous yeru; though applications : Jinja SS is admitting students with Kampala, and eventually you'll be arrested for ministrywould allow us to lower 
increased. ! Aggregate 12, while Jir\ia College and Kira then we're falling short of government directives," the cut-off points, we could compete 

"The general perfonnance was not : College Butiki are taking 10 and below. going to he said. effectively and meet education 
as good as last year. Last year we had so : Masaka SS is admitting boys with 10 and leave many Ms Caroline Chemutai, the head standards,"he said. 
many students with 6 and we were even : girls with 11. learners teacher of Nombe SS, said most Most USE schools maintained their 
unable to take all of them, but this time : - unabsor.bed; government-aided rural schools cut:offpoints at 28 aggregates for both 
we have gone to 7 because the numbers ' Hard-to·reach schools Mr Jameson must absorb all learners regardless of boys and girls. 
increased and also the performance was : It was evident from the exercise that Atujwikire, performance. The selection exercise is exPected to 
relatively not as good as last yeaI;"he said, • most rural schools, especially in hard- the DOS at M'r Jackson Obwole, the head teacher attract approximately 2,600 schools. It 
stressing that the school received 240 : to-reach areas,keep their cut-offpojnts St James of Mukongoro Secondary School, is anticipated that about 80 percent of 
applicants compared to 200 the previous • high to accommodate more learners. . Kagulu said poor standards in rural primary learners who passed the 2025 PLE will 
year: • Head teachers attributed this to inclusive schools make lowering cut-off pointS be placed during this exercise. 

Similarly, Mr Joseph Kamagara, the : education, the Universal Secondary BELOW impractical. 
deputy head eacher of Maryhill High • Education (USE) policy, and poor ARE SOME "Most primary schools in our rural Compiled by Jane Nafula, Sylvia 

Katushabe, Sylvia Namagembe, Karim 
Muyobo, StephenOtage, VlCent 
Lusambya, Moses Ndhaye, and Busein 
Samilu 

School, said the school received more : standards in rural priIruiry schools. CUT OFF areas are UPE schools that have less 
applicants than it could accommodate, : Mr Edward Okwir, the deputy head POINTS IN- competitionfromprivateschools.These 
324 against a capacityof200, • teacher of Moroto Parents Secondary SCHOOLS days schools are of poor standardS and 

"Our intake depends on the : School in Karamoja, said rural schools .......... ,... produce poor grades. Take an example 
perfonnance of the students. If they : focusoninclusivity. 

~...(.~., t-...(.~..Ie; ~...(.~"(e1 perfonn well and we have so many ! "Most parents in rural areas don't have 
applicants, that means we have to take a : the money to taketheir children to private 
highervalue,"hesaid. : schools, which are quite expensive. We 

~ ~. ~ ~ ~ 
Other schools adjusted their cut-off : therefore want to accommodate both the 

points. ' slow learners and the pooI;"he said. 
Teso College Aloet tightened from . Mr Jameson Atujwikire, the ~r of 

11 points last year to 10, Sacred Heart : studies at St James Kagulu SS in Buyende 
Gulu from 9 to 5, and Bweranyangi Girls : District, said the USE policy requires 
School from 9 to 8. Tororo Girls School : absorbing every learner who passed PLE, 
maintained 9. Ngora High School and : regardless of aggregates. 
EntebbeSSrelaxedfrom 10 (boys) and 11 : "'Ibepolicyisthatweabsorballlearners 
(g4is) last ~ to.11 and 12 ~S~'yely. : .in!!> se.f.oQdary educatism, So whel1 we 
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