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National News 

• • Queries over 
academic~ 
sudden death 
ProfCula was found 
dead at his home near 
Chogm Gardens in Lira 
·City West Division. 

:.. " . . , 

BY BILL OKETCH 

A
ll Saints University Lango (ASUL) : 
has appealed for calm following : 
the sudden death of its former : 
Vice Chancellor,Prof Andrew An- ~ 

thonyCula, whose body was discovered : 
at his residence in Lira City on Wednes- : 
day morning. l 

Prof Cula, a respected academic who : 
played a central role in expanding the : 
university's academic programmes, : 
was found dead at his home near Cho- : 

. gm Gardens in Lira City west Division. : 
His death has shocked the universi- : 
ty community and the wiqer Lango 
.Sub-region, where· he was widely re- ~ 

. garded as a pioneer in education. : 

was unusual for him not to respond," 
Mr Suwed said in a telephone interview. 
"They broke the padlOCK and found 
him lifeless on his bed,"he added. 

Mr Suwed said Prof Cula had been ac­
tive the nrevious evening and had spo­
ken to colleagues about ongoing aca­
demic responsjpilities. 

"On Tuesday evening, some people 
confirmed they had ~ed to him. He 
had been given an assignment to as­
sist with the registration ofhis prima­
ry schoolinAwila When the staffmem­
ber returned with the required docu­
mentation from the National Identifi­
cation & Registration Authority (Nira), 
he found the house locked,"he said 

-, Background. On Tues­
.. day evening, some 

people confirmed they 
. had talked to him. He 

. ~. 

/ 
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PROF CULA'S CAREER 

- Former Vice Chancellor, All 
Saints University Lango (ASUL) 

; First Academic Registrar of 
Kyambogo University 

-Instrumental in expanding 
academic programmes at ASUL 

- Founder of Atapara Secondary 
'"School in Oyam District 

- Fonner academic at Makerere 
University 

- Mentor to postgraduate 
students in Public 
Administration and Education 
Management 

broadening academic offerings and 
mentoring young scholars. 

Prof Cula was also associated with the 
establishment of Atapara Secondary 
School in Oyam District, an initiative 
that expanded access to post-primary 
education in the area. He later served at 
Makerere University . 

Mr Samuel Oryem,a lecturer atKYam­
bogo University,recalled Prof Cula's role 
in transforming Atapara East Primary 
School into a secondary school 

"When Atapara East Primary School 
was turned into a secondary school, we 
were pupils there in lower primary. I re­
member the euphoria and songs sung 
in his praise, "Mr Oryem said_ According to university officials, the : 

body was discovered by a staff mem- : 
ber, who had been working closely : 
with the deceased on the registration : 
of St Anthony Primary School in Awi- : 

had been given an assign ­
ment to assist with the registra­
tion of his primary school in Awila. 
When the staff member returned 
with the required documentation, 
he found the house locked," Musa­
firi Blick Suwed, staff at ASU 

He added that the change had unin-
scanty." : "Prof Anthony Cula has gone to be : tended consequences for some pupils. 

Family members have requested a : with the Lord. Let us continue pray- : "We were moved to Atapara West Pri­
post-mortem examination to establish : ing for the family during this hard mo- : mary School, which was our bitter rival 

la, Apac District. The staff member re- ' Although his contract as Vice Chan­
portedly became concerned after find- : cellor expired in December 2025, Prof 
-ing the house looked and-reeeivffig-no- ~GWa :remamea.a€tively-enga.ged-in-UBi- -
respo~mins.ide. : versity affairs. 

the exact cause of death. Reports indi- [ ment as we wait for burial arrange- : in academics and sports. So, we saw An-
cate that Prof Cula had recently com- : ments,"ProfOlwa said. · ~ drew Cula as a man everyone respect­
~lained-ef~ain ffi.his-Figbt-leg-and-ha~f.GI:I:la-is-reFIlembereEi. for his-leng- +- ed, -yet-he-took away -01:l:I' scneo ," Mr-- J 
sought medical attention, although ' and distinguished service in Uganda's : Oryem said. 

Mr Musafiri Blick Suwed, the head of : He continued supervising students in 
the Department'-of Journalism and . the Master's programmes in Public Ad­
Communication at ASUL, said neigh- , ministration and Management, and 
bours were alerted after repeated at- ~ Education Management, and was fre­
tempts to reach the professor failed. : quently consulted on institutional mat-

"Neighbours gathered and advised : ters."He was still part ofus,"Mr Suwed 
that the padlock be broken because it : said. "The account of his death is still 

it remains unclear whether this was higher education sector. ~ "When I later met him at All Saints 
linked to his death. He previously served as the first Aca- : University, I reminded him about that 
4 The ASUL Chancellor, Prof Alfred 01- demic Registrar of KYambogo Universi- : grudge. He laughed heartily about it. He 
wa,led a prayer session on Wednesday ty and was instrumental in strengthen- : was very cord}.al and down to earth." 
afternoon at the university and urged , ing academic systems during the insti- ~ By press time, police had not issued an 
stafl; students and the public to remain : tution's formative years. ' official statement on the circwnstances 
calm as investigations continue. : At ASUL, colleagues credit him with : surrounding his death. 
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Monitor Publications endeavours to get 
evel)'thing it publishes correct. When 
mistakes are made, we want to know, 
and a correction will be published as 
soon as possible. Please notifY us of any 
needed correction at c:orrac:tIons@ 
ua..nallolmI8dIla.oCOln, or by writing 
to the Editor, Plot 29-36, 8th Street 
Industrial Area, Namuwongo; p.o. Box 
12141, Kampala-Uganda, or by calling the 
News Editor at 0312301100. Thankyou. 
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Ubos donates 4,050 tablets to religious, cultural inst;tutions 
BY DAVID WALUGEMBE 

KAMPALA. The Uganda Bureau 
of Statistics (Ubos) has donated 
4,050 tablets and six computers to 
religious and cultural institUtions, 
among others, in a move aimed at 
strengthening data collection and re­
search at the grassroots level. 

The devices, which were previously 
used during the 2024 National Hous­
ing and Population Census, are ex­
pected to enhance technology-driv­
en data production and dissemina­
tion to support national planning 
and policy formulation. 

Among the beneficiaries, the in­
ter-Religious Council of Uganda (IR­
CV) received 3,500 tablets and three 
computers,Bugisu Kingdom 250 tab­
lets, Rwenzururu Kingdom 150 tab­
lets, and Bunyoro Kingdom three 
computers. The National Planning 
Authority (NPA),Presidential CEO Fo­
rum (PCF), and Economic Policy Re­
search Centre (EPRC) each received 
50 tablets. 

Ubos Executive Director chris 
Mukiza said the donation is part of 

efforts to strengthen adrniIiistra­
tive data systems and ensure accu­
rate recording of vital statiStics such 
as births, deaths, marriages, and mi­
gration. 

"If the devices are used well in the 
coming census, we may only need to 
sample a few households to obtain 
additional socio-economic charac­
teristics. This will help the country 
avoid spending more resources be­
cause we will already have reliable 
information," Dr Mukiza said in an 
interview yesterday. 

He urged religious leaders and 
cultural institutions to utilise the 
gadgets effectively, emphasising the 
importance of accurate data collec­
tion across communities. 

"We have about 27,730 churches in 
Uganda, yet we remain among the 
poorest countries. We need to en­
courage our people not only to gath­
er for worship but also to engage in 
productive work that improves live­
lihoods,"he said 

Dr Mukiza added that the govern­
ment plans to establish a more cen­
tralised statistical information sys­
tem to address gaps experienced 

BACKGROUND 

In June 2025; Ubos dis­
patched 5,195 tablets in the 
first phase ofthe initiative to 
cultural institutions, inclu­
ding the Buganda Kingdom 
and selected public universi­
ties, as part of efforts to build 
statistical capacity across the 
country. 

during the 2024 census and improve 
. development planning. 

Leaders of the beneficiary institu­
tions welcomed the donation, pledg­
ingto use the equipment to strength­
en research and community devel­
opment initiatives. 

Dr CIet Wandui Masiga, the deputy 
prime minister ofBugisu Kingdom, 
said the kingdom is currently collect­
ing data to guide development inter­
ventions targeting 2.6 million people 
across 250 SQ,b-counties. 

"We need gadgets to help gener­
ate c:redlble data We are advancing 
researcb on how to improve liveli-

--- - -- - - ---- - -

hoods, especially for older persons 
in Bugisu," Dr Masiga said, calling for 
the expansion of data collection cen­
tres across the country. 

Likewise, Rwenzururu Kingdom 
Prime Minister Benson.Kule Bari­
tazale underscored the importance 

; of research in addressing poverty 
. and social challenges. 

"Our queen's foundation initiative 
conducts research on issues such as 
girl child education and domestic _ 
violence, but progress has been hin­
dered by a lack of equipment for ef­
fective data collection, "he said 

Dr Ruth Biyinzika Kasolo, a board 
member of the PCF, emphasised the 
need to ·align research and policy .. ~ 
agendas with digital transformation. 

"We can no longer afford to be left 
behind by digitalisation. Whether in 
religious institutions or the private 
sector, growth today depends on ac­
c~ to timely and accurate informa­
tion,"she said. 

Pastor Joseph Serwadda, a member 
of mcu, said the council has estab­
lished a statistics unit to collect data 
on its membership to better under­
stani1 community challengeS. . 


