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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

x-Leader of Opposition in Parliament, Mr Ogenga .Latigo on cattle compens~tion: "Considering that there is no money 
this financial year, what happened to the money that they said they had released during the campaigns? Does that mean the [Shs80b Vice President Jessica Alupo in 
December 2025 said had been released], which was sent to regions was retumed? Politics is over. I want to see what govemment is doing ... " 

EDITORIAL 

Be part of ensuring 
·road safety for learners 

W
eare weIr into the beginning of the new school 

. term an~ as a result, there is increased traffic on 
'our roads, especially dUring morning and evening 
hpurs ~asibned by schooLruns. With this increase 

in traffic comes-tli~ need to be more responsible road us­
ers to ensure safety on the roads, especially for school· going 
children. " 

Many have to walk to and from school on narrow, pothole " 
riddled, and poorly lit roads and can therefore be victinis of 
errant drivers. Earlier this week, the police released a set of 
traffic guidelines to ensure safety oflearners. 

"Mr Mich~ Kananura, traffic police spokesperson, said p0-
lice would deploy at different checkpoints to impoWld ve-

• hicles violating the traffic rules and regulations, especially 
during morning and evening rush hours. " 

As mentioned by the traffic police spokespersqn, parents 
should teach their children road safe­
ty rules and encourage them to wear 

The issue: 
Road safety 
Our view: 
The school term 
comes with a 
lot ofpressure 
and stress 
occasioned by 
tight schedules 
and routines 
for leamers, 
par-ents, . 
guardians, 
school 
administrators 
and othel' 
stakeholders. 
However " . 
with effective 
planning and 
management, it 
can be a smooth 
operation for all. 
Let us ~I do our 
best to make 
it so. 

helmets for those who use motorcy­
cles as a means of transport. 

Schools must also ensure a high lev- " 
el of responsibility and accoWltabili­
ty from school van or shuttle drivers. 
Complaints from the public, learn­
ers and parents about reckless driv­
ing should be heeded and appropri­
ate action taken. 

The drivers must have licences and 
be responsible. 

Schools in close proximity of busy 
roads must ensure a plan for smooth 
traffic How during morning-and 
evening rush hours. 

The school areas should be clear-
40 ly dem~ated and guides should be 

placed at the roads to help learners 
cross safely. 

Because of the higher volume of 
traffic, travel time is bOWld to in­
crease due to inevitable hold ups and 
delays. Road users should'therefore 
leave home early enough to avoid 

" speeding and feckless overtaking. 
Learners, especially those in can­

didate classes should not be kept at 
school late in the night and then ex­
pected to walk back home alone. 

School administrators and par­
ents must have s~ety oflearners at 
the fore as they plan for school pro· 
grammesandpunRritofacademicex­
cellence. 

The school term comes with a lot of pressure and stress oc­
casioned by tight schedules and routines for learners, par­
ents,guardians,school administrators and other stakehold· 
ers. 

However with effective planning and management, it can 
be a smooth operation for all. Let us all do our besito make 
it so. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision·making. 

"Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. Ex-Ethiopian Airlines CEO Girma Wake is expected to playa key role in managing the leadership 
transition at Uganda Airlines. . 
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Our national bird's future 
depends on what we do today 

U
ganda is home to 13,803 grey 
crowned cranes, nearly halfof the -
glob~ population of.an endangered 
SpeCles that has declined by about 80 
percent acq;>ss Africa injust 45 years. 

Those numbers alone demand at· 
tention. They explain why,as Uganda pre­
pares to host the 2026 Crane Festival from 
February 23 to 24, this moment is about fur 
more than celebration.It is about-responsi· 
bility, urgency, and action. 

The 2023 nationwide crane census con· 
firmed Uganda as the single most impor­
tant strOnghold for the grey crowned crane. 
yet that distinction carries a heavy burden. 
A species that once numbered over 100,000 
across Africa is now teetering on the edge, 
and nearly half of what remains lives with· 
in our borders. 

This crisis-is unfolding in plain sight. Ugan· 
da's wetland cover has fallen sharply from 
15.6 percent in 1994 tojust 9.3 percent to· 
day, eroding the very ecosystems cranes de· 
pend on to breed, feed, and survive.Key 
strongholds remain, particularly in south· 
western districts ofLwengo,Isingiro, and 
Mbarara, which together host more than 
21 percent of the national population. But 
even these landscapes are Wlder increasing 
pressure from agricultural expansion, settle­
ment,and infrastructure development. 
The Uganda Crane Festival marks the 

laWlch of Uganda's World Wildlife Day 2026 
activities and brings this reality into focus. 

The festival will showcase the critical link 
between crane habitat and medicinal plant 
conservation demonstrating that protect· 
ing wetlands protects both biodiversity and 
the traditional pharmacopoeia communi­
ties depend upon. 

There is,however,encouraging news with­
in the data More than 60 percent ofUgan­
da's cranes live outside p~tected~, 

Let US commit to sustained 
conservation actions ensu­
ring our children inherit 
landscapes still graced by 
these magnificent birds. 

Patrick Engoro. 
WiIdIife'ronsenation 

"thriving in agricultural landscapes along­
side farming communities. The census 
showed that 37.6 percent utilise crop fields,' 
28.2 percent rely on wetlands, and 22.1 per· 
cent inhabit dairy funns. This adaptability 
offers a powerful opportWlity. Comervation 
does not have to mean exclusion,it can suc· 
ceed alongside agriculture when wetlands 
and key habitat features are respected. 

Community·led initiatives across south· 
western and central Uganda are already 
proving this point. Through the Interna· 
tional Crane FOWldation's Crane Custodian 
programme,funners in high·density crane 
districts implement wetland·friendly ago 
ricultural practices benefiting both liveli­
hoods and wildlife. 

Young people are also playing a grow-
ing role. School·based conservation pro­
grammes combined with community ac· 
tion,are building the next generation of en· 
vironmental stewards. 

The concentration of nearly half the 
world's grey crowned cranes within Ugan· 
da creates both extraordinary responsibil­
ity and Wlprecedented opportWlity.Inter· 
national conservation funding increasing­
ly follows population concentrations Ugan· 
da's stewardship positions us to leverage sig· 

nificant resources for wetland conservation 
benefiting millions ofUgaildans. 

Wetlands are not only wildlife habitats, 
but they are also climate buffers. They re­
duce flooding, store water during droughts, 
recharge groWldwater, and filter pollutants. 
Every hectare of crane habitat protected de­
livers real economic and social returns,fur 
exceeding the short·term benefits of wet· 
land conversion. 

The threats, however, are real and ongoing. 
The census documented evidence of po i­
soning,illegal capture, wetland drainage, 
and infrastructure·related mortality across 
multiple districts. Population trends suggest 
continued decline despite our substantial 
remaining population. Without sustained 
intervention, the gap between current nUm' 
bers and complete recovery will only widen. 

But science provides groWlds for meas· 
ured optimism. Uganda's cranes have 
demonstrated remarkable resilience,per· 
sisting in human·modified landscapes 
when key habitat features remain intact. 
The species hasn't crossed any irreversible 
threshold yet. The baseline data from the 
2023 census enables us to track population 
trends, evaluate conservation interventions, 
and detect emerging threats before they be­
come catastrophic. 

Uganda's grey crowned crane graces our 
national flag and coat of arms,symbolis· 
ing grace, resilience, and national pride. The 
question before us is whether that symbol· 
ism will be matched by commitment with 
nearly 14,000 cranes still dancing across our 
wetlands and calling from our funns, we 
still have time and a chance to succeed. 

Let us commit to sustained conservation -
actions ensuring oUr children inherit land­
scapes still graced by these magnificent 
birds. The cranes' survival depends on de­
cisions we make today,policies we enact to­
morrow, and the conservation ethic we cul· 
tivate in coming years. 

Mr Patrick EngonJ Is Uganda~ Manager • 
for the International Crane FoundIItIon. 

Managing Director Susan Nsibirwa General Manager Editorial Daniel Kalinaki 
ManagIng EdIIDr Allan Chekwech 

29/35 8th Street. P.O. Box 12141 
:Kampala, Uganda 

Phones 03123011 OOn01 
. fax 041232369 

Email editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
"" Registered at the GPO annewspaper 

+ 

.. .. 


