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Navigating life beyond S.4

What next? Results are never just numbers. They are direction indicators.

They are conversation starters and crossroads disguised as grades. And b

- now, the excitement, shock, memes, and voice notes have settled, the re .
question steps forward: Where do you go from here? P19
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UCE results are out: The real conver

Friday delivered the results. Now comes the strat-
egy phase. Your next chapter will not be written
by grades alone but by the choices you make, the
risks you-take, the honesty you apply, and the con-
fidence you build from here. T

BY PATRICK SSENTONGO

Friday did not just “happen.” Friday '

landed and itlanded hard.
rom the previous night, the vibes
were off. Not bad though, just in-
tense. That kind of energy that sits
. in your chest and refuses to log out.
Phones were fully charged by 6am. Par-
- ents were pretending to be calm. Group
chats were active but dry at the same
time.Haha, a full mix of feelings and re-

actions.

“Any updates?”“Have they been re-

leased?” “Check the news updates :

again.”“Bro, I can’t breathe.” Blah Blah.
Even the “I'm not worried” squad was
definitely worried. Whatsapp groups
were buzzing like it was market day.
“Schools had that alert-mode silence.
At home, relatives who normally mind
their own business suddenly became
academic stakeholders.Lol.
Then it happened. Senior Four results
were officially released. Months of wait-

ing.Months of replaying that one paper
in your head. Months of “If only T had

added that point in Section B”Months
of pretendmg not to care but secretly
caringtoomuch. ,

All of it shrank into one result slip.
And the reactions were Whew!! “Auntie
from Masaka has called.”“Uncle wants
to know how I performed”“Your cous-

in passed with 12 aggregates in 2019,by

the way...” Such pressure was at maxi-
mum level.

tion headquarters. Music, ulula-

Some rooms went silent. Too silent.

ing Plan B,C,and possibly D.

shock,memes, and voice notes have set-
tled, the real question steps forward:

~Not “What did you get?” But “Where do
you go from here?”

A-LeveloraCourse?
Let’s rewind a bit. That holiday after

Senior Four? It was not ordinary. It was :
long-long. The kind of long where you
actua]lyforgetwhatwalungup at5am :
for morning prep feels like. Just vﬂ)es,

rest and reset.

Some of you travelled upcountry and
reconnected your roots. Some joined
family businesses and started under- :
standing real-life hustle. Some learned
small skills such as baking, graphic de- :
sign, hairdressing, video editing. Some
Jjust slept, deservedly. And in that quiet :

space,something happened.

Ideas grew. You met cousins doing :
courses in fields you had never consid- :
ered. You saw people your age already :
freelancing online and making mon- :
ey. You watched friends confidently an- :

nouncing.subject combinations like
they have already mapped out their :

destiny.

“PCM loading”“MEG all the way”“I
am not doing A-Level.I am branching
off to do a course immediately” The
vac planted options. It gave room for
“What if?”What if I don’t follow the usu-
al route? What if I try something differ-
ent? What if I build something early?

Now that results are out, those “what
ifs” need structure. Because dream-
ing hits different from choosing. And
choosing? That’s where things get real.
A conversation on repeat now for par-
ents and their children alike on the step
ahead in the academic journey.

“Are you continuing to A-Level?” Or

“Have you thought about doing a

course?”

A-Level feels like the expected path. - |
The traditional staircase. Two more :
years. Subject combination. University

en!

“Senior Five.” It’s pressure itself. It de-
mands deeper understanding. You

can’t just cram and survive. It stretches :
: your thinking. It tests your discipline. It

exposes your weak study habits imme-
diately.

Then there is the course route, where

you branch off from the known formal

progress. This one feels bold, direct and
practical. ICT, media, engineering, fash-
ion, hospitality, nursing, business, cos-

: metology, mechanics, coding, graphic
: design,among others are options are
Some homes turned into celebra- :
: to industries. Here is the part nobody
tions, screenshot after screenshot. :
: treats A-Level like the gold medal,and
Some students smiled with relief. :
Some sstared at their resultslonger than :
necessary. Some nodded calmlybut in-
side, their brains were already calculat- :

some of the skills that plug straight in-
says loudly enough; society sometimes
anything else like second place. But

that mindset is outdated. The real flex
isalignment.

¢ Ifyou struggled in theory- heavy sub- :
- jects but come alive when working with
Results are never just numbers. They
are direction indicators. They are con-
versation starters, crossroads disguised
as grades.And by now the excitement, :

your hands, that’s not failure. That’s

¢ clarity. If you enjoy research, essays, :
analysis, and academic debate, that’s :
also valid. Success doesn’t only live in
classrooms. It also lives in workshops,
studios, startups, laptops, small offices :

that grow into big companies.

The key question is not, “What will
people think?”It’s,“Where do I perform :
best?” Because two years is long when :

yourein the wrong lane.

Same schoolornew environment?

Let’s say you have chosen A-Level. An- :
other decision enters the chat. Do you :
: returntoyour oldschool? Or switch?

If you have been in one school since :
Senior One, that place is basically part :
of your personality. You know the rules. :
You know the shortcuts. You know :
which teacher marks strictly and which :

one actually reads your handwriting.

There is power in familiarity. You un- :
. derstand the system. You know how to :
survive it. You have already built your :
name. But growth sometimes lives out-
side comfort zones. Maybe you have :
been in a single-sex school your whole :

life and you are curious about mixed-

try. :
But truth be told. A-Level is not just :

- |

" Hajj Latif Ssebagala, the direc-

tor of Kisaasi College School
hands over a cash reward to the
best student, Mariam Nanteza
(B5As,5Bs) for excellence in the re-
leased UCE results.PHOTO/IBRA-
HIM KAVUMA

THINKING SKILLING?

............................................

Ifyou struggled in theory-heavy
subjects but come alive when
working with your hands, that

~ isnot failure but clarity. Ifyou

enjoy research, essays, analy-
sis, and academic debate, thatis
also valid. Success does not only
live in classrooms. it also lives in
workshops, studios, startups,
laptops, small offices that grow

: school exposure. Maybe you want
: stronger academic competition. Maybe
: youjustneed afreshstart.

Switching schools can feel intimidat-

: ing. You go from being “known”to be-
: ing“new”From senior energy to proba-
¢ tion vibes. From comfort to recalibra- :
: tion. You have to reintroduce yourself,
: rebuild your reputation and relearn

But sometimes, reinvention sharpens

i you. A new environment can stretch
. your confidence. It can expose you to
: new perspectives. It can unlock sides
. of you that comfort never demanded.
- At the same time, staying is not a weak-
: ness. It can mean stability, focus and :

strategic positioning.

The real question is not which option

- sounds cooler. It is: “Where will I grow '
. best?”Growth always, that is the way to
gofam.

Subject combinations

This season comes with silent compe-

- tition. Please don’t let peer pressure do

the choosing.

Your friend scored distinctions in

: sciences and is already announcing
. Medicine like it is confirmed. Another
: islocked into HEG because“that’s what
: top arts students do.” Suddenly you feel
: like you must match the energy.

Pause. A-Level combinations are not .

- fashion trends. They are foundations.
: If Physics has been humbling you since

Senior Two,forcing it now because your
friend made it look easy will not mag-
ically change your relationship with it.
Look at your results honest-
ly. Where did you perform strongw
ly? Which subjects felt natural?
Which ones required extreme sur-
vival tactics and prayer? Be honest

¢ with yourself. Then go beyond marks.

What careers connect to those sub-

: jects? What industries are growing?

What skills do you actually enjoy using?

Research. Ask teachers who understand

career mapping. Talk to professionals.
Watch career talks. Read. Because

wrong combinations do not just frus-
: trate you but also drain you and
¢ drained students rarely shine. Before
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you lock in your next move, ask your- !
self this, is this path aligned with my
strengths? Am I choosing from confi
dence or fear? Do I need a new environ:
ment to stretch myself? Have I proper:
Iy explored both academic and practi
cal options? Where do I see myself be-
yond the next two years?
Clarity hits differently when you slow
down.And slowing down is not laziness
but a strategy.

ing a course, new school, same school
is not just continuation but position-
ing which requires self-awareness. Cel-
ebrate if you did well, you earned it.Re-
flect if you didn’t hit your target. Reflec-
tion is power,not weakness.

Seek advic'e. Not noise, advice. Breathe
properly, drink water, touch grass.Log
off comparison for a minute. Because
the biggest flex isn’t just good grades., it
is making informed moves.

Friday delivered the results. Now
i comes the strategy phase. Your next
¢ chapter will not be written by grades
alone. It will be written by the choices
. you make, the risks you take, the hon-
esty you apply, and the confidence you
build from here. Life after S.4 just got
real. But real does not mean scary. It
means opportunity.

And whether you are stepping into
A-Level, enrolling in a course, switch-
ing schools, or taking a bold new direc-
tion, this is not the end of your story. It
is the plot twist. And plot twists are al-
\ . - - ____: wayswherethe main character's ener-
at you choose next — A-Level, tak- : i

1A, 6Bs, 2Cs, PW (B),
Maria Nakamya,
Rise and Shine High Ntinda

_ Results are amoment. Directionis

Here’s the truth nobody says enough:
Your results matter, but they don’t de-
fine your entire future. They show :
where you are right now. They do not :
decide where you must finish. Some :
students who celebrated big on Friday
will struggle later. Some who felt dis
appointed will recalibrate and shock
everyone in two years.

Lifeislayered. Senior Fourwasone
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Shinning bright:
Fruits of hard work
finally paid off

1A, 9Bs PW-(B),
Peninah Nkonge Nalugya,
Boston High School Mpala

6Bs, 3Cs PW (B)

2As, 3Bs, 4Cs PW (A), Rinah Ssemakula Nassali Phoebe Bezy Laker,
Pride Coliege Mpigi Rise and Shine High Ntinda
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