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Makerere to cut undergraduate intake 
Makerere University will 
cut undergraduate in­
take from about 14,000 
students to 12,000 
initially. ' 

BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE . 

S
tudents hoping to join Makerere 
University for bachelor's degrees . 
and c:liploma studies effective this 
year will face stiffer competition 

after the institution announced a grad­
ual reduction in undergraduate aCIii'iis­
sions. 

This is part of a long~terrii plan for the 
university to reposition itself as a re­
search-led university. 

The j:ountry's oldest public institute of 
higher learning will cut undergraduate 
intake from about 14,000 students to 
12,000 initially, with further reductions 
planned gradually in the coming years 
as it seeks to increase postgraduate en­
rolment to at least 30 percent of its total 
student population by 2030. 

IIi an interview with this publication, ~ 
the Academic Registrar, Prof Mukada- . 
si Buyinza, said the decision was ap­
proved by the university council in 
2020 and is to be implemented start­
ingthis academic yearto strengthen re­
search output and produce more spe­
cialists that will drive national develop-
ment -

Makerere University has about 35,000 
students,including roughly 5,000 post­
graduate students. The plan under­
way is targetingto double the n~ 
of Master's and'PhD students to about 
10,000. 

................ -............................ . 
The move is expected to in- -
crease competition for-the re·­
maining ondergraduate sIQts.~ 
P~fMOkadasr Buyiflzasaid the 
cbanges will be i~plemented~ _ . 
gra~_ually over a 10-year p~rj9d . 
to aVoid m~Of' disruption, wit!t 
admission numbers expected 
to drop b.y-about 10 percent an­
nUally. - -

"At the graduate level, we offer more ~ ~Innovation,Engineering andMath­
in-depth education and specialised i ¢matics (STEM) programmes willre­
skills. Students who conduct quality,na- ~ main largely unaffected.· 
tionallyrclevant research are the grad- i-Wjth Uganda now having 12 public 
uate students, and this shift is aimed at i 'universities;he said, students who miss 
strengthening'the university's research ~ out on Makerere admission are expect­
output. This transition will be imple- ~ . ed t6 find spaces in other institutions 
mented gradually to ensure effective i and still access quality education. . . 
quality transition and sustaiIiability," ~ . "In the rec-ent past, the postgraduate 
ProfBuyinza said. l student population l).as been about 

ProfMukadasi said the reduction will ! 5,000, butnow we want to build it up to 
mainly target privately sponsored un- i .about 10,000 and even.more as we pro­
dergradua~e students, while govern- j ·ceed.Wehavea10pghistoryofgraduate 
ment-sponsored and Science, Technol- ! edu<:ation; strong international collab-

orations, and have invested quite sub­
stantial resources in libraries and labo­
ratOries, which gives us a unfqu,e advan-­
tage over other universities to conduct 
research,"ProfMukadasi said _ 

He added that, wjtb~government sup­
port, more investments will now go in­
to machine learning and online curric­
Ulum development, allintendedto fu­
crease high-level skips.> improve ~.d: 
uate career prospects, and su:engthep 
the country's human resource capacity. 

"uganda now has 12 public unj.ver­
sities, and we believe the other public 
universities are helping to fill theiap 
and call be sure that those who have 
nbt been taken by Mak~ will find 
space and still get quality education,"he 
added. . 

However, the move is expected to in­
crease competition for the remaining 
undergraduate slots. Prof Buyinza said 
the changes will be impl~ented grad­
ually over a l(}-year period to avoid ma­
jor disruption, with admissionnum­
bers expected to drop by about 10 per­
centannually. 

"We shall not disadvantage any par­
ticular pIQgraIIl1Ile.Adrrussion is based 

on multi-criteria;including relevance 
to the National Development Plan, 
Uganda VISion 2040, and the Makerere 
Strategic Plan. All programmes will be 
treated with fairness, transparency and 
equity,"he added. 

However, some education experts 
question whether this addresses the 
practical skills graduates need 

Mr Fagil NJ:andy, an educationist, said 
the real issue is the practical value of a 
Makerere graduate. To him, the focus • 
should not only be on x:esearch output, 
but on what graduates can do in the 
workforce and how they contribute to 
society."It's not just about research or 
producing papers. The question is, what 
can a Makerere graduate actually do? 
At the end of the day; the government 
and the country need people who can 
apply their skills, solve real problems, 
and contribute meaningfully to devel­
opment,notjust researchers sitting in 
labs,"he said. 

Founded in 1922, Makerere Universi­
ty is Uganda's oldest and largest pub­
lic university and has long been con­
sidered the country's premier centre of 
higher learning. . 
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BY DANWANDERA 

KAMPALA. The rising toll of road 
crash fatalities dominated tributes for 
fallen journalist Julius Kitone, as mem­
bers of the media fraternity; friends, 
and politicians gathered in Kampala 
for a vigil, urging swift and decisive ac­
tion to reinin reckless driving. 

Kitone,areporterwithNBSTelevision, 
was among eight people who perished 
in a fatal crash on February 13, at Klbe­
ga Village on the Mbarara-Lyantonde 
highway. The crash has since reignited 
debate over road safety and what ma,ny 
described as a preventable loss oflife. . 

Friends and colleagues held a vigil at 
OmukaRestaurant in Naguru, Kampa­
la, where mourner after mourner de-_ 
scribed the rising road carnage as un­
tenable and blamed it largely on hu­
man error and careless motorists. 

Mr Samson Kasumba, a news anchor 
at NBS Television, said society has be­
come complacent in the face of reckless 
driving. 

"We have become complacent and of­
ten blame road accidents on narrow 
roads. Ifwe widen the roads, we are cre­
ating a larger space for reckless drivers. 
The problem may not be the narrow 
roads entirely;"Mr Kasumba said 

"How many ofus have sat in a car driv­
en recklessly and remained silent? DriY­
ing is about a collection of decisions, 
about speed and when' to overtake or 
nOt,"he added.-

. Police preliminary findings 
The Rwizi Region Police Spokes­

person, Mr Samson Kasasira, said the 
crash occurred at around 5.30pm and 
involved a Toyota Hiace registration 
number UBQ 016U and a Mercedes­
Benz Actros trailer registration number 
KDQ66SVZH5133 . . 

Preliminary investigations by traf­
fic police indicate that the driver of the 
Toyota Hiace, who was travelling from 
Mbarara City, attempted to overtake at 
a c~er section and collided head-on 
with the trailer that was ill its proper 
lane. 

Eight people died on the spot, while 
one survivor was rushed to Mbarara Re­
gional Referral Hospitall¢tb-se~jn-

Journalists raise alarm on road 
,carnage at Julius' Kitone~-s vigil 2024 

The 2024 annual crime police 
report registered a total of25,107 
road crashes in 2024, compared to 
the 23,608 crashes in 2023. 

~-... 

His journalism career began in"2Ui 7' 
in the Greater Luweero distriffS ofNa­
kasongola, Luweero, and Nakaseke be­
fore he relocated to Kampala to join 
NBS Television as a n~ reporter. 

Colleagues described him as profes­
sional, calm, and committed to telling 
community stories with depth and sen­
sitivity. 

Kitone was laid to rest yesterday at his 
ancestral home in Kiterede Cell, Ntala­
muki Town Council,Rakai District. 

As tributes continue to pour in, 
mourners said his death,like many oth­
ers on Uganda's highways, should serve 
as a wake-up call for stricter enforce­
ment, responsible driving, and collec­
tive action to end what they termed a 
"preventable epidemic" on the roads. 

Road carnage statistics _ 

The accident scene on the Mbarara-Lyantonde highway where eight people died in a road crash on February 13. 
PHOTO / COURTESY 

The fatal road crash that claimed eight 
lives on the Mbarara-Lyantonde high­
way on February 13,2026, came bare­
ly one week after another fatal motor 

juries. 
The incident adds to growing traffic 

statistics that continue to show human 
error as the leading Cause of road crash­
es. 

Calls for speed cameras 
Speakers at the vigil also revisited 

the suspended Automated Electron­
ic Penalty System (EPS), which had in­
troduced speed cameras and automat­
ed fines in 2025 before being halted fol­
lowing public outcry over what motor­
ists termed exorbitant charges. 

Many stakeholders who had previous­
ly opposed the system now said it may 
be time to reconsider stricter enforce­
ment measures. 

"When statistics show that about SO 
percent pf.road tragecfu!s..-re ~us.ed by 

i ll,: , 

human error, then something must be crash that claimed nine lives on the Mit­
done about the individuals we share yana-Mubenrle highway on February 
the road with,"said Ms Alice Alaso, a for- S. While the original number of deaths 
mer legislator and secretary general of from the Mityana-Mnbende accident 
the Alliance for National Transforma- was six, who died on the spot, three oth­
tion. er injured passengers died shortly af-
"It doesn't matter how careful you are ter evacuation from the accident scene, 

if the other road user is careless. That said Mr Lameck Kigoli, the wamala Re­
other person can cause mayhem," she gion Police spokesperson. The accident 
added. involved a commuter taxi and a bus. 

Speakers urged the government to re- The 2024 annual crime police report 
introduce speed cameras and enforce registered a total of 25, 107 road crashes 
stringent penalties for traffic offenders, in 2024, compared to the 23,60S crash­
arguing that writing about road crash es in 2023. The report also revealed 
statistics atone Will not save lives. that 4,434 of the .crashes in the year 

Kitone, who died a65, will be remem- 2024 were fatal, while 13,134 were se­
bered as a passionate journalist with a , rious and 7,539 were minor accidents. 
special interest in human-interest sto- " The report also pins the crashes to care­
ries, environment, and climate change ' less overtaking and speeding as leading 
reporting. r:; ~I I Ii :i.,. _.J ..causes.of.theroadcrashes---; 
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