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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

. Kampala Capital City Authority Executive Director, Sharifah Buzeki on relocation of street vendors: "After February 19, 
we shall work with security agencies to ensure full compliance. We encourage vendors to leave the streets before enforcement begins:' 

Protect children~s rights, 

U
ganda poses the laws aimed at protecting chil­
dren's rights to enable them to grow in­
to skilled, virtuous, and responsible citizens. 

. . These laws are aimed at ensuring that chil-
dren are educate~> given the necessities of life, shield­
ed from child . labour, and protected from cru­
el. and inhuman punishment, among others. 
However,these laws are not adequatelyimplemented,leading 

to the rights of children being trampled on across the country. 
Some parents neglect their responsibilities of feed­

ing their children, clothing them, putting a roof 
.over their heads, and ensuring that they get ad­
equate medical care whenever they are sick. 

Some men make women pregnant and abandon them 
with the children. Women are also cul­
prits in child abandonment, with some 
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who do this heinous, shameful aft jus­
tifying it with the excuse that the chil­
dren's fathers have forsaken them. 
However, this lame ~cuse cannot jus­
tify the dereliction of parental duties. 

The fact that education is the fu­
el . that drives social and eco­
nomic development of a coun­
try is generally undisputed. 

It is for this reason that the right to ed­
ucatiOll. must be upheld. The duty of en­
suring that children are educated lies 
with both the government and parents. 

The governmenfhas made some in­
roads in increasing access to educa­
tion, with the Universal Primary Edu­
cation (UPE) and the Universal Second­
ary Education (USE) programmes play­
ing a significant part in this progress. 

Be that as it may, the government 
should not rest on its laurels be­
cause more still needs to be done to 
increase access to and improve the 
quality of education in the country. 

To the parents, we say, do your part 
in ensuring that .children are edu­

cated. Provide food for children at UPE and USE schools 
and give them the scholastic materials required. This 
is your responsibility, not that of the government, as as­
sumed by some misguided and irresponsible parents. 

It is also imperative that authorities crack down 
on administrators of UPE and USE schools who 
charge illegal fees that hinder access to education. 

Parents must also desist from engaging children in unnec­
essary home j:hores and other activities during school hours. 

Both boys and girls must be given equal access to education, 
shielded from paedophiles,and protected against childlabom: 
Authorities must see to it that children are shielded against 
cruel and inhuman punishments such as being flogged 

. and denied food, as practiced in some homes and schools., 
It is the duty of every adult to protect children from all 

. forms of harm, and anyone who infringes on the rights of 
children, even their parents, must face the full force of the law. 

Our commItallent to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do, 

. 

• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making, 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments, 

, 
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Cartdon. Civil society organisations have called on the 12th Parliament to prioritise 
Alcohol Control Law to address excessive alcohol consumption in the country. 
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, Discard S.l, S.5 entry selection and placement 

F
or decades, the transition points into 
. Senior One (S.l) and Senior Five (S.5) 
have been treated as necessaryfil­
ters for academic progression. 

Yet a deeper historical and policy reflec-
tion suggests that these selection mecha­
nisms are not only outdated colonial archi­
tecture of exclusion but are also tools for re­
inforcing inequaltty which If the govern­
ment ofUganda and the Ministry of Edu­
cation were serious about building a mod- ' 
ern,inclusive education system, they would 
have confronted this uncomfortable truth: 
selective transition structures are colonial 
inheritances that no longer serve the coun­
try's developmental ambitions given ex­
panded government schools and privatisa­
tion of education service. 

Formal education in Uganda was shaped 
signjficantly during British rule, when 
schooling was designed less for mass em­
powerment and more for producing a small 
administrative elite. Missionary agencies 
such as the'Church Missionary Society estab­
lished early schools (the current crop oftradi­
tional secondary sChools) primarily to train 
clerks, interpreters, and low-level administra­
tors who could support the colonial state.Ac­
ademic progression was intentionallynar­
row; only a fraction oflearners advanced. 

Therefore, selection examinations became 
instruments of stratification rather than mo­
bility.The logic was simple: Educate many 
at the basic level but allow only a fewto pro­
ceed into academic tracks that led to leader­
ship or professional roles, with some of those 
that emerged leaders deliberately educated 
outside their home regions, an aI1Proach that 
was intended to cultivate anatioruil elite,re­
ducing ethnic parochialism, and to promote 
administrative cohesion in a territorially di­
verse protectorate,a pattern rooted largely in 
late colonial and early post-colonial educa­
tion pOlicies. 

Today's reliance on the Uganda Nation-
al Examinations Board (Uneb) to determine 
p~onafter PLE and the UCE attheex-

When both groups 
sit the same bigh­
stakes examination, 
the playing field is far 
from level. 

pense of right-based education reflects conti­
nuitywith this inherited model rather than 
a deliberate redesign for a post-co19nial s0-

ciety. 
Urban students typically access better-re­

sourced schools, qualified teachers,electrici­
ty,digital tools, and private tutoring while ru­
rallearners particularly in regions historical­
ly affected by marginalisation often study 
in overcrowded classrooms with limited in­
structionalmaterials. When both groups sit 
the same high-stakes examination, the play­
ing field is far fromlevel. 

The result is predictable as the selection dis­
proportionately channels affluent learners 
into prestigious secondary schools and ad­
vanced-level institutions, while disadvan­
taged students are pushed toward lower-tier 
schools or exit the academic pipeline alto­
gether. This pattern directly contradicts the 
spirit of Uganda's Universal Secondary Ed­
ucation reform introduced under the Gov­
ernment ofUganda, which aimed to expand 
equitable access.Access without progres­
sion,howeva;is only partialjustice. 

First,it narrows ~e definition ofintelli­
gence as students with strengths in techni-

cal,creative,orvocational domains are of­
ten labelled "fuilures"simply because they do 
not excel in examination-oriented environ­
ments. 

Secondly, schools have increasingly contin­
ued to teach for tests at the sacrifice ofinno­
vation,critical thinking, and competency de­
velopmentformemorisation to maximise 
pass rates. ~high-stakes selectionfos­
ters anxiety among adolescents at a forma­
tive stage of identity development,hardlythe 
environment needed to nurture confident, 
adaptable citizens. 

With Uganda signalling the reformist in­
tent through its lower secondary curricu­
lum redesign, which emphasises compet,en­
cies over rote recall, retaining this rigid transi­
tion bottleneck undermines this progressive 
shift If education is to prepare learners for 
aJmowledge-driven economy rather than a 
clerical past,structural coherence is essential. 

Learners should progress seamlessly from 
lower to upper secondary education, with 
targeted academic support for those who 
need it rather than exclusion. Technical and 
vocational routes must be positioned asfirst­
choice options, not fall-back tracks for those 
filtered out by examinations, with schools 
serving disadvantaged communities requir­
ing stronger funding formulas to counter 
structural disparities. 

Since the Education system is supposed to 
mirror Uganda's societal values, persisting 
with a colonial outpost selection signals a 
system that is out oftouch with the nation's 
needs and realities, therefore discarding S.l 
and S.5 selection would be imperative not 
to mean loweringstandards; rather but sig-
nal a shift from exclusion to development- .. ~ 
fi;om sorting talent to cultivatingit and the 
Ministry ofEducationleadeIshlp must now 
decide whether to preserve it or transform it . 
for a more equitable future forall Ugandan 
children. 
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