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CHEPTEGEI MEMORIAl RACETARGETS GENDER VIOlENCE 
.~y..~!!~!~ .. ~.~~~.~! ...................... . 
When Uganda's long-distance 
runner Rebecca Cheptegei 
died on September 5, 2024, 
her death shocked the athlet­
ics community and exposed a 
darker reality beyond medals 
and marathons. 

Cheptegei, a promising mar­
athon athlete, succumbed to 
severe bums after her alleged 
fiance, Dickson Ndiema, 
reportedly set her ablaze. 
Two years later, .Uganda 

Athletics (UA). has.placed the 
Rebecca Cheptegei Memorial 
Run on its 2026 calendar as 
an annual event meant not 
only to honour her sporting 
legacy, but also to confront 
the persistent threat of 
gender-based violence (GBV) 

. within and beyond sport. 
The run, organised by UA .in 

partnership with Cheptegei's 
former management, will 
take place every September 
5 the date of her death with 
this year's edition sched" 
uled for Bukwo, her home 
area. Officials say the goal is 
remembrance and preven-

tion: to celebrate Cheptegei's 
contribution to athletics while 
sending a public message that 
violence against female ath­
letes must not be tolerated. 

UA General Secretary Be­
atrice Ayikoru described the 
initiative as both symbolic and 
urgent. "We are partnering 
with her former management 
to ensure that this event is . 
a success and to profile the 

dangers that female athletes 
face, particularly gender-based 
violence," she said. "It is un­
fortunate that we have to put 
an event to remember when 
someone has passed. These 
are things we can be able to 
address before they happen." 

While UA's move signals 
commitment, it also raises 
uncomfortable questions 
about what protections existed 

before 2024 and whether they 
were enough. 

Ayikoru has repeatedly ex­
pressed hope that Cheptegei's 
case would mark an end to 
such violence. "I said during 
her burial that I hope she 
would be the last, and it is 
my prayer that she is the last 
to have died through GBV," 
she reiterated. Investigations 
into violence against women 

in sport reveals patterns of 
silence, fear of reporting, and 
limited support systems for 
athletes facing domestic or 
collaborative abuse. 

The choice of Bukwo as 
the host venue adds another 
layer of meaning. It brings the 
memorial back to Cheptegei's 
roots, turning a site of grief 
into a platform for awareness. 
Organizers say the race will 
serve as a public (orum to 
educate communities on GBV, 
encourage early reporting, 
and demand accountability 
from both sports bodies apd 
society. Still, critics argue 
that symbolic races must 
be matched with concrete 
reforms: safeguarding pol­
icies, confidential reporting 
channels, counseling services, 
and collaboration with law en­
forcement and human rights 
groups. Without these, the 
memorial risks becoming a 
ritual of mourning rather than 
a tool of prevention. 

Ayikoru noted that the safe­
guarding policy is designed 
to address such cases and ex­
pressed hope that both female 

and male athletes will feel 
confident to speak up when 
they face hardships. 

"Our role is to create aware­
ness, which we will continue-:-­
to do, but we also hope that 
athletes will report their chal­
lenges so that we can respond 
quickly and provide immedi­
ate support," Ayikoru said. 

Rebecca Cheptegei will be 
remembered for her endur­
ance on the road. However, 
her final legacy may lie in 
how her death challenges 
Ugandan sport to confront 
violence that has long been 
hidden in private spaces. 
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QUEEN CRANES SEND STRONG WORlD CUP STATEMENf MU~ABERA IN~PIRE~ WOMEN IN ~PORT WITH HI~TORIC ACt 
r ll"'rFi"m;1"in'lmi'inP"of U gan­

dlins. were distracted 
b~V ntine's Day 
flI rs, the Uganda 

mo men's Football 
, Queen Cranes were 

ljusy writing a love letter to 
the nation from the heart of 
Ndola, Zambia. 

By silencing the Young j' 

Copper Queens 1-0 at the 
Levy Mwanawasa Stadi­
um, showed their desire to 
qualify Jor their first ever 
World Cup. 

No Ugandan team has 
ever gone to Zambia's 
backyard and dictated terms 
quite like this, securing a 
2-1 aggregate win and a 
ticket to the final round 
of the FIFA U-20 World 
Cup qualifiers. lf anyone 
still doubts the quality of 
Women domestic football, 
they need to look at the 
scoreboard. 

The two goals that have 
defined this campaign came 
directly from our local talent, 
Agnes Nabukenya (Kawem­
pe Muslim Ladies) scored 
at Kadiba in 1-1 draw with 
Zambia in the first leg and 
Mary Katono (She Corpo­
rate) in Ndola. 

This is proof that the " 
systems we are building-at 
home are finally producing 
athletes who can handle the 
pressure of the big stage 
even though they are still 
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many things to improve in 
regard to women's football. 

The path to Poland now 
leads to a massive show­
down with Ghana. The Black 
Princesses are the final boss 
of African women's football, 
having scraped past South 
Africa with a 3-2 aggregate 
win. Ghana brings a level of 
physicality anq World Cup 
experience that Uganda has 
not faced yet Joining Uganda 
and Ghana in this final elite 
bracket are giants like Nigeria 
(facing Senegal) and our 
neighbors Tanzariia, who set 
up a date with Cameroon. 

For Sheryl Botes, the goal 
is still the same, polish the 

team in all aspects but most 
importantly improve in 
transition. 

While the Queen Cranes 
defense, led by the rock-sol­
id Desire Katisi Natooro, 
was a fortress in Ndola, 
Ghana thrives on speed and 
intimidation. The leam needs 
to find that clinica'1 killer 
instinct on the counter and 
stay mentally ready. 

The dream of joining the 
Uganda Cubs as World Cup 
history-makers is 180 min­
utes away-' and Queen Cranes 
has the opportunity to make 
us all proud. 

If.the Queen Cranes can 
survive the first leg in Accra 
with their composure intact, 
Poland dream will be a 
reality, and then return to 
Kampala with one thing in 
mind to wiri with maximum 
points. 

Additionally, facmg a 
hostile Ghanaian crowd 
requires more than just skill, 
it demands \he same psycho­
logical warfare and defensive 
concentration the Queens 
mastered in Ndola. 

Sheryl Botes must refine 
our counter-attaclqrrg tran­
sitions, ensuring we exploit 
Ghana's high defensive line. 
yve are exactly 180 minutes 
away from seeing the Ugan­
dan flag fly at a Women's 
World Cup for the very first 
time. 

omen are amazing 
beings ~ecially when 
they defy the odds 
'«l )fln prizes that are 

deem~impossible. 
Bema Musabera sent the 

Entebbe Golf club crowd 
into raptures as she deliv­
ered a sh126m hole in one 
to win the Entebbe Stanbic 
Matchplay Golf Qualifiers as 
she drove away in the Toyota 
Corolla Cross Hybrid. 

As the first person in 
history to' succeed, she will 
impact the value women can 
bring to any sport especially 
golf after her heroics brought 
the competition for the car 
to a halt. 

Think about it, for 10 years 
the sponsor has had a hole 
in one prize. For seven of 
those years the prize has 
been a car but no .person 
had ever pulled off the feat. 
Many came close but Mus­
abera who wondered what 
the noise and fracas was all 
about landed the big one on 
a day when many Ugandans 
were ironing out Valentine's 
Day plans. 

She is not new to compe­
tition and has a histOlY of 
delivering heavy blows one 
of her most standout ones 
being her partnership with 
Jackie Kamunyu to eliminate 
.an all men's pair in the first 
round of the same compe­
tition. 
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While many would wonder 
about a hole jn one in golf, the 
difficulty and dexterity that 
goes into delivering the per­
fect shot takes determination, 
talent and power. 

It takes a special golfer to 
get a gO'od drive and ensure 
that the ball heads directly 
into the cup in one stroke. 
For those who are not familiar 
with golf it can only be as 
good as a goalkeeper scoring 
off of a goal kick in football. 

It has been done before 
but the dopamine of such a 
high is one everyone at the 
Entebbe golf course will speak 
about for some time to come 
because that is indeed what 

sport should do. You would 
hate to be that one spectator.,J' 
who had taken a bathroom 
break or got distracted by 
something when the shot 
was made. 

So many things will be 
true about the feat Musabera 
pulled off including the fact 
that it was probably getting 
boring for a sponsor who 
had for seven years waited 
on something to happen but 
this one is satisfactory in so 
many ways. 

She gets to drive away in a 
new set of wheels Whilst also, . 
inspiring others who have 
never achieved something 
that if you can keep at it, 
your time will come. 

She had never achieved 
a hole in one and was up 
against a few players who 
had achieved it but her 
confidence is what set her 
apart from the rest when it 
mattered the most. . 

Let this serve as a motiva­
tor for anyone this year espe­
cially those who do not have 
a lot of faith in themselves to 
get up and give it a big shot 
every time that they can. 

Sport has the ability to 
make history right off of mo­
ments like this but the on • 
is on everyone who loves it . 
to be present in the moment 
by embraCing growth and 
change when it does come 
ones way. 
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