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Is KCCA pressing 
panic button now? 

UGANDA PREMIER LEAGUE 
Today's fixtures 
Calvary ys, Express. 4pm 

Lugazi ys, UPDF. 4pm 

KCCA vs. Bul. 8pm 

BY DENIS BBOSA 

KAMPALA. Everytlting seerris to be 
going wrong for thirteen-time Ugan­
da Premier League winners KCCA at 
the moment. . 

What once looked like a steady ti­
tle charge is fast turning into a crisis ... 
and with the second round gathering 
pace, the alarm bells.are ringing loud­
ly at Lugogo. 

Tonight's StarTimes Uganda Pre­
mier League clash against Bul at the 
M1N Omondi Stadium comes at a de­
fining moment. 

KCCA have slipped to sixth on the ta­
ble with 30 points from 16 matches, 
and the co-coaching gamble of Brian 
Ssepyondo and Jackson Magera is fac­
ing its sternest test yet. 

Their recent form paints a grim pic­
ture. In their1ast five outings, KCCA 
have managed just one victory -Nec 
3-1 KCCA,KCCA 0-1 Entebbe UPPC,KC­
CA 4-0 UPDF, Maroons 0-0 KCCA and 
Police 2-0 KCCA. That is four defeats 
and a dfaw in five games, a run that 
has clr9ined confidence and intensi­
fied scrutiny. The latest blow -a bruis­
ing 3-1 derby loss to Nec at Lugogo -ex­
posed glaring vulnerabilities. 

Richard Basangwa struck twice on 
debut while Joseph Sseremba add­
ed a third as Nec climbed to seventh 
with 23 points, leavrng KCCA reeling 
on their own turf. Ahead of tonight's 
mouthwatering duel, KCCA are des­
perately searching for answers to halt 
the downward spiral. 

Their cardinal weakness this term 
has been a damning lack of identity. 
The questionable chemistry between 
Ssenyondo and Magera - two coach­
es with contrasting football philoso­
phies - has translated into inconsist­
ency on the pitch. 

At times the team looks unsure 
whether to press high, sit deep, or 
dominate possession, a confusiDn 
that opponents have exploited with 
ruthless efficiency.After the Nec deba­
cle, Ssenyondo did not hold back. "It's 
a disappointing result, sub-standard 
and not good enough,~hefumed."The 
players had no zeal,no hunger.~ 
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Arteta: Arsenal have earned top spot 
.Money. Winger Saka 
has signed a new five­
year contract with 
Arsenal until 2031 
making him the club's 
best-paid player ever 
on wages in excess of 
£300,000 a week. ._ 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 
. Today at l1pm 

Wolves vs'. Arsenal 

BY REUTERS 

A
rsenal Arsenal boss Mikel Arte­
ta described his team's position 
at the top of the Premier League 
as a 'privilege' earned through 

more than seven months ofconsistent 
excellence, as they prepare to face bot­
tom side Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

Arsenal are four pofuts clear of sec­
ond-placed Manchester City after 26 
games ahead of Wednesday's visit to 
Wolves. "The position we are in is a 
privilege because we have earned it 
and for so long,~ Arteta told reporters 
on Tuesday. "Seven and ahalfmonths 
is a long time to every single day do 
the right things and perform at the 
level we are. We need to embrace that. 

Crisp. Arsenal's Gabriel Martinelli scores their second goal past Wigan Athletic's Sam Tickle. PHOTO/REUTERS 

ing forward to playing tomorrow (to­
day)." The Spanish coach emphasised 
the need for Arsenal to embrace their 
position while acknowledging the 
task that awaits against Rob Edwards' 
Wolves side. The two teams are sepa­
rated by 48 points but Arsenal needed 
two own goals,including one in added 
time, to scrape alate win in the reverse 
fixture in December. 

fidence.in his squad's ability to deliv­
erthe Premier League title,Arteta said 
his belief came from their sustained 
performance across all competitions. 

Arsenal are vying for four trophies 
after cruising through to the Cham­
pions League knockout stage as table 
toppers, advancing to the fifth round 
of the FA Cup and the final of the 
League Cup where they will face Man, 
chester City next month. 

with all the challenges we have faced 
already. It gives me confidence be­
cause it's the way we prepare. 

"1 don't get confidence from the 
things I imagine, I get it from what I 
see every day in the preparation and 
also how much the players want it. 
We are where we want to be, that's for 
sure." Arteta said injured skipper Mar-__ _ 
tin Odegaard and forward Kai Havertz-­
would not make the trip to Wolves but 
he was hopeful they would return for 
Sunday's derby at TottenhamHotspur. ;.-

Riccardo Calafiori is back in UOrining 
"When you get to the latter stages of 

the season you understand the im­
portance of every win and what you 
h~ye to do,~he added. "The team are 
in a good emotional state, really look-

"We know we are ~oing to playa re­
ally difficult matcli," Arteta said. "OUr 
recent past with them showed how 
tough it was to win the three points. I 
know Rob really well and how he sets 
his teams up. It's going to be a really 
tough test.~ When asked about his con-

"They have given me the confidence 
because of what we've done up until 
now and every single day," Arteta ex­
plained. "That's the biggest reassur­
ance, to do it in every single compe­
tition and the manner we've done it 

after withdrawing from the starting,." - _ ~ 
lineup ahead of their 4-0 FA Cup home 
win over WiganAthletic on Sunday: 
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Corporate sports turns 
~ 

focus on preg. mothers 
BY A. NASSER SSEMUGABI 

KAMPALA. The third edition of 
the CDrporate Sports Network kicks 
offwith a series offootball games· at 
Legends Rugby Grounds in Lugogo 
Sunday. But the new season promises 
something special for pregnant wom­
en. Sunday Alex, a medical emergency 
physician at Case Hospital, said there 
will betwooutings for pregnant wom­
en. 

"Every Saturday we have sessions 
of safe workouts for.pregnant wom-. 
en at our hospital But because we are 
the CSN medical partners we pledge 
to dedicate two outings to those preg­
nant women who may have missed 
our workouts at the hospital and 
have them at our sports venues; Alex 
promised during the 2026 season 
launch at Hotel Africana on Monday. 

Select physical exercises guided by 
a qualified fitness professional are 
essential to expectant mothers in re­
ducing pregnancy stress, back pain, 
addressing gestational hypertension 
and easing delivery, among others 
benefits. 

"On those particular outings, we will 
have separate tents where our pro­
fessional. will be conducting the exer­
cises," Alex assured. Case will also do 
blood donation' campaigns and test­
ing for diabetes and other such condi­
tions. 

Like last season, 2026 teams will 
compete in football,netball, volleyball, 
basketball, woodball, athletics, swim­
ming, tug of war, pool, darts, tab Ie ten-

. nis, and fun games. The even~ will 
be hosted at Luzira Prisons GI"">unds, 
Jeph International University,fbrmer­
ly Gems Cambridge'School,Hctel Af­
ricana and Makerere University Busi­
ness SchooL 

Hotel Africana, the overalidefehd­
ing champions, will aim to retai..'} their 
crown, against giants like Centenary 
Bank, Stanbic, among others. 

Quality Chemicals will also be keen 
to retain their football title to prove 
that their 2025 victory was not by 
chance. New CSN chairman., Kenne­
dy Mpanga,' is glad that the entity has 
now grown to 40 members, and wel­
comed new teams: Petroleum Au­
thority Uganda, Movit Products, Ex­
im Bank, NCBA Bank, Judicial Service 
Commission, Pride Bank and Old Mu­
tual Insurance. 

Inspired by this year's theme: health, 
water and sanitation, CSN will take its 
corporate sociaIresponsibility drive to 
a community in Karagi, Mukotlo dis­
trict in August. 

Discipline nonnegotiable 
Wherever there is compe':ition so 

is the temptatiori to win at all costs. 
No CSN team is allowed to use a play­
er who is active in elite sports unless 

Beyond Sweat. CDrporates compete in last year's Games in the sport of 
netball. PHOTO/MICHAEL KAKUMIRIZI 

they have been retired for the past 
two years. But some teams gamble 
and register players who do not pass 
that eligibility test or players who do 
not belong to their respective organ­
isations which causes arguments on 
match days. That is why CSN is strict 
on regulation. "We will continue to be 
very strict on matters of eligibility. We 
are going to do random visits to com­
panies and to verify the documenta­
tion regarding their relationship with 

respective companies," said Florence 
Kizito, the CSN in-charge for discipline. 
Companies are encouraged to share 
a list of permanent and non-perma- .,- ­
nent staff for verification because 
abrupt player verification will not be 
encouraged this season. 

"We won't tolerate the use of mer­
cenaries. And some teams may lose 
points for that." Similar penalties 
await teams whose players violate the 
standard code of conduct. 
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