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How to keep Kagarne in power beyond 2034 
n June 2010,1 was invited by a foreign 
think tank to write a situational paper on 
Rwanda's 2010 presidential elections.Al­
though I am always reluctant to write 
about Rwanda's politics,I committed. As 
the Bakonzo say,a big yam does not eatit-

self So,I wrote the paper and later abridged 
it for publication in the Ugandan media 

The piece was published in Uganda onJu­
ly 18, 2010,headline<l. Rwanda: Forget 2010 
poll,thereal thing is in 2017. 

The elections were held on August 9,2010, 
and president Paul Kagamewon with.over a 
93 percent vote.However,I had argued in the 
paper that no ~entage of electoral victo­
ry would capture President Kagame's larger­
than-life disposition inRwandan politics. 

Now, accordlngto the Ri,i,randa's Constitu­
tion,president Kagame qualifies to run for 
office only once: in the 2029 presidential 
elections, when he will be running for his 
last term of office ending in 2034. 

But with our experience with Mr Musev­
eni-in Uganda,it is not unfathomable (please 
mark the double negatives!) that President 
Kagame may need to remain in office be­
yond 2034. 

As a hberationmovement, the QNA of the 
RPF and its iqeological outlook is influenced 
by Kagame's person and personality. Wheth­
er he is popular or not,he is a very criti-
cal political player in Rwanda.He took over 
command and paliticalleadership of the 
RPF at a very challenging time and led it to 
success~ toppling the Habyarimana govern- . 
ment and ~oppingthe genocide. 

... throw out the stub­
born constitution and 
write another. 

Whatever his shortcomings,no one can 
take away thatfeat from him. But we are yet 
to see his biggest achievement: the peaceful 
handover of power to his successor in 2034. 

Now, 2034 is reallyveryrnr away.So,why 
am I spending a: public resource (this col­
umn space) on a matter that has no materi­
al currency? Because a Rwandan professor 
living in the US has recently been painting a 
picture where President Kagame would not 
be in the regional geo-political equation in . 
2034. 

And me being me, I would like to make 
some proposal that would make President 
Kagame remain relevant in Rwanda and the 
region beyond 2034. 

Am Ijoining the people who say that with­
out KagaIfie Rwanda would not exist? Or 
that a section of the Rwandan population 
would face an existential threat? No. For I 
am not stupid to bet the existence of a com-

munity on the person and personality of a 
mortal man (be it Kagame or another). That 
would be dangerous. 
. But the reality in Uganda makes us think 
otherwise. The trend things are taking, one 
may be tempted to think that Uganda may 
not exist without Mr Museveni. SO,may-
be ~da may not exist without Paul Kag-
. ame? Oh yeah,after Kagame's departure, the 
Rwanda whose president calls the president 
of a neighbouring country an idiot will cease 
to exist. ' . 

In all honesty,Rwandans have a situation 
on their hands: here isa leader who is so' 
loved that he always wins elections by dYer 
99 percent of the voteS. And here is a stub­
born constitution that bars him from lead­
ing his people after 2034. 
- SO,my suggestion is simple. Just do the 
Godfrey13inaisa-Milton Obote thing in 1967: 
throw out the stubborn constitution and 
write another. This time,RwandailS should 
remember to put in escape valves and pro-

. vide for the fact that only President Kagame 
can lead their country. 

The.new constitution could for instance, 
provide for political parties to control the 
presidency.A scenario like that of South Af­
rica, where a ruling party can recall the head 
of state and president. . 
With that, our dear leader would be made 

life president for the RPF.More like the Aya­
tollah guy of Iran. 

Mr Bisiika is the executive editor ofthe East 
Africar}Flagpost. abisiika@gmail.com 
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.Reflections on the life of 
the. mind iIi tragic times 

work in academia,for which I earn a de­
cent wage for my services as a teacher and 
researCher. My core duties are to iffipart 
knowledge through teaching and to con­
tribute to knowledge production through 
research and scholarly inquiry. 

Working in the iron walls of the ivory tower 
comes with invaluable privileges and perks, 
without a 40ubt. But it also can make for a 
distressful and dispiriting life. Fidelity to the 
life of the mind confers a special social status. 
It places the scholar in an elite class category. 

Yet, there is a cost, too. Academic life has a 
way oft.akillga toll, often insidious, on one's 
physical and emotional well-being. In the 
Western academe, the pressures for perfor­
mance and to show tanglble outputs placed 
on especially junior members of the guild 
can have debilitating effects, even trigger 
long-term health complications. 

But the professional demands and occu­
pational hazards that attend academia are 
by no means unique; other professions and 
work engagements have their own share of 
everyday pangs that individuals must navi­
gate. 
The working classes, broadly conceived. 

everywhere in the world. including in the so­
called developed countries,struggle to make 
ends meet, doing so with a paItry wage while 
the wealthy and pow~livewastefully big. 
Worse,of course, is the fate of the masses of 
peasants in so-called underdeveloped coun­
tries and the destitute personS in the urban 
social spaces of mega cities. 

The glaring,in fact ugly, disparities in ma­
terial and living conditions in our world to­
day is the biggest moral tragedy of our times. 
It just gets worse. Ironically, happening in an 
era of extraordinarY advances in the human 
capacity to innovate, invent, and produce 
enomious amounts of goods and services 
that should make life better for everyone,or 
at leastfor a greater share of1he world's pop-

Both the. priest and the ~ 
professor sing from the . 
same hymn book that reo: 
fracts moral emptiness ... 

ulation. 
For a public-spirited acadeinic,fidelity to 

the life of the mind and the singular focus on 
imparting or producing knowledge as a voca- . 
tion is hard to sustain, te remain finnly com­
mitted tO,in a world of utter depravity, of in­
sane riches alongside appalling material pov­
erty. 

Wone, the never-ending cruelty of war and 
brutal armed conflict;from Sudan to the Sa­
hel,in Mali and Myanmar, the uncoilscion­
able bombing of Palestinians and trading 
of deadly missiles between war-mongering 
Russia and a European proxy all make for a 
world riven by despicable evil and unspeaka­
ble horrors. 

At home,in our otherwise incomparably . 
beautiful and richly endowed 'Pearl,'it is not 
just the rulers'brazen power excesses,now re­
flected in the normalisation of rampant ar­
rests and denial of basic freedoms,recasting 

. our supposed dark past in quite stark terms,it 
is also the callous ways of many an ordinary 
citizen. 

All week we effortlessly'indulge in all man­
ner of wrongdoing, but then go to the Mosque 
on Friday and the Church on Saturday and 
Sunday to hypocritically proclaim our Faith 

and profess our religious convictions, we then 
quickly pick up from where we left offin com­
mi,tting acts that run contrary to the teach­
ings of our Faiths. 

. The more religious Uganda has become, the 
more evil and morally deformed the totali­
ty of the populace appears to get. Religious 
clerics are supposed to be the torchbearers of 
public morality and fierce advocates of social 
justice. But they do more to kiss up to the rul­
ers in exchange for patronage crumbs than 
speak truth to power with moral clarity. 

This same social abdication holds true for 
members of the academic guild who,for the 
most part, are complicit in much of the moral 
decay and the deepening injustices that are 
so pervasive. 

Much like the men and women of the col­
laI; with a calling in matters of the soul and 
the spirituality of society, those occupyingthe 
knowledge space and who trade in the life of 
ideas owe a specific duty to society. 

At a minimum, there is an unwritten and 
unofficial contractual obligation to stand on 
the side of the oppressed, to denounce the 
excesses of the powerful, and to defend the 
common good for all. The role of the academ­
ic, of the intellectual in the public square is 
critical to societal progress and vitality. 

But as I underscored here a fewweeks ago, 
the intellectual decline in Uganda today is 
best reflected in the moral abdication that de­
fines the Ugandan academic. Both the priest 
and the professor sing from the same hymn 
book that refracts moral emptiness, unable to 
summon the courage to stand up-for what is 
right,fearful ofrockingthe boat bearing their 
personal privileges. 

To all my lamentations, the Dean (Head) 
of my university college would tersely say: 
just do your job! In this warped world.I must 
wonder if doing my job, which is esSentially 
to pursue the life of the mind.is morally de­
fensible. 

Without a presence of some form or frame, 
in the rough and tumble of the social and p0-

litical world. thejob of an academic,regard­
less of its excellence arid professional plau­
dits,is in my view, morally impoVerished. 

I moses.khisa@gmail.com • 
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Opinion~ 

Is the Kiswahili 
'Nbecoming 
impossible? 

~ 
ormanyyears,Kiswa-
hili was one of the 
best-performed sub­
jects in Ugimda.It was 
a subject where hard­
workiI).g students could 

, reliably score cljstinctions. 
However, under the New 

Lower Secondary Curricu­
lum (NISC), that "A"has sud­
denly disappeared. 

In the last two years., even 
ourvery best students are 

We call upon 
the authori­
ties to give 
us clear gui­
dance. Let 
the' Grade A 
be a reward 
fortrueef­
fort and com­
petence, not 
a barrier that 
scares stu­
dents-away 
from our 
beautiful re­
'gionallan­
guage. 

failing to reach the top grade. 
Teachers across the coun-. 

try are worried and frustrat­
ed becausethe"A"inKiswa­
hili has become an impossi­
btedream. 

The bigg~ problem is that 
Kiswahili is different from 
other subjects. 

Most children in Ugan-
- da start learning English 

in nursery school or even 
speak it at home, but they 
only start learning Kiswahili 
in secondary school. 

Many students only begin 
to take it seriously in 54.It 
is not fair to give these late 
starters an extremely. diffi­
cult exam that is meant for 
experts. We are testing begin­
ners using a ruler that is too 
high for them. 

This grading crisis comes 
at a bad time. Uganda is cur­
rently pushing for East Af­
rican Integration, where 
Kiswahili is the main lan­
guage for trade and unity. 

Ifwe make it impossible for 
our students to get an "A", we 
are demotivating them. 

Why would a student love 
a language if the system 
tells them they are not good 
enough,even When they 
have worked hard? 
Teachers are not just com­

plaining on social media; 
they are seeking answers. A 
group of concerned e&ica­
tors even ~ a formal let­
terto the assessment au­
thorities asking for a grad­
ingmap. 

They wanted to know ex­
actly what a student must do 
to get an "A. " Unfortunately, 
that letter has not been an­
swered. 

Teachers ofKisWahili are 
now like pilots flying in thick 
clouds without any instru­
ments to guide them 

There is a feeling that the 
way students are graded is 
wanting. The system seems 
to have moved to a com­
plex method called Item Re­
sponse Theory (IRT). 

In this system,it is not just 
about how many questions 
you get right, but how "diffi­
cult" those questions are.If 
this is true, a student can an­
swer many questions cor­
rectly but still fail to get aiJ. 
"A"because they didn't hit 
a hidden level of difficulty 
that the teachers don't even 
know about. 

We cannot build a Kiswahi­
li-speaking nation by mak­
ing the highest grade a se­
cret or an impossibility. Our 
examinations should be fair 
and transparent. 

We call upon the authori­
ties to give us clear guidance. 

Let the Grade A be a re­
ward for true effort and 
competence,not a barrier 
that scares students away 
from our beautiful regional 
language. 

I Mr John paul Arigumaho is a Kiswahili 
teacher, Uganda. Martyrs SS Namugongo. 
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