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Debut curse bites Nsanzuwera 
Cruel Maths. Imagine shooting two'-under par and still' 
packing your bags on Friday_ That was the brutal arithme­
tic-of the DP World Todr for Celestine Nsanzuwera, whose 
debut afthe Magical Kenya Open ended in quiet agony 

based Willy Deus Kitata and Phil­
lip Kasozi, East Africans have re­
peatedly arrived hopeful- anq 
'left early. . . 

Before them, pion.eers liRe Deo 
Akope, Godfrey Mande, and Her­
man Mutawe all felt the sting of 
the DP World Tour learning curve. 
Kenyan professionals, despite over­
whelmingnumbers year afteryear, 
have endured similar heartbreak. 

at Karen Country Club - two .shots shy of a cut line that 
sho'1ectno mercy. . ' , 

. " ~ . r6bi backed by Kigali Golf Resort elite 

--- .... --:': 

'- BY INNOCENT'NDAWUl:A 

BY~KQMBfIlS __ _ 
~: Playe.l'S_started the ~ 
tournament 

C ' · . • 0; ~gan~ans in the f!lain~veriJ 
«it: Mac!eJh~.9"!L __ _ 
~l!t line a~r 36 holes_ _ 

. ~~st Afric~!'OfeSsion~~ : 
<12 Kenyans) entered 
1: East Afri~n made the c!!! 
S2.7m: (§hs9.5b) tQtal Rriz~ 
fund 

A 
tjust26,Nsanzuwera became 
the first Rwandan to tee it up 
in a DPWorld Tourevent,and 
he did not look out of·place. 

He fought for every par, signed out 
for a pair.of 69s,including a mixed 
bag of eight birdies and six bogeys, 
and finished two-under 138. But 
with the cut set at -4 at the tight­
ened par-70 course that originally 
playS as a par-72,histqry waited for 
him - and then shut the door. 

"I mew what Wll$ at stake. It was 
my dream to make the cut, and I 
fought.hard, but I guess it wasn't 
going to-be my day. I will look for­
ward to the future now; NsanzU­
wera said, soft-spoken, reflective, 
but visibly drained after Friday's 
round. 

This Was not just about miss­
ing out on the $2.7m (Shs9,5b) 
purse. Nsanzuwera arrived in Nai-

& Villas, and with a timely $4,754 
(Shs16,8 million) logistics boost 
rromAbsaBank Uganda For a play­
er who topped the Sunshine De­
velopment Tour (SDT) East Africa 
SWing Order of Merit, this was sup-

Last year at Muthaiga,none of the 
17 East Africans made the cut. In 
2023, only MutWrl Kibugu survive<;! 
the weekend.:.... and even the:Q, it 
took a second attempt . . 

posed to be the reward stage. Second chances 
. lIistead, it became' another chap- Some,however,have learned how 
ter in East Africa's long and painful to return and conqueJ: 
debut curse. ' . Rugumayo did it. Mutahi Kibugu 

Unkind breaks did it. And now, the region's torch 
Those who followed Nsanzuw- rested with 22-year-old Kibugu 

era hole-by-hole insisted the num- Njoroge. The younger Kibugu was 
bers lied. the. only East African to make the. 
~e was very, very unlucky dur- cut last week, punctuating his re­

ing his second round," said former solve with a monstrous eagle on 
Daily Monitor Sports Editor Mark the par-5 18th to close at five-un-
Namanya, who walked the course der 135. . 
with him. "He got temble breaks all "It's been insane," Njoroge· said. 
day.HecouldeasilYhaveplayedmi- "My phone was going off. Justin 
nus-six," Rose commented on one of my· 

Namanya,speaking during a post- posts- that made my evening.My 
round exchange with veteran golf dad is ecstatic." 
writer Phillip Corry, pointed to the His four-day run ended at an im­
invisible gap between promise and Pjessive six-under after shooting 
progress. five-under 6S in the final round f 

"This level requires a tour-level to ensure East Africa remains visi- l 
caddie,"Namanya added,pointing ble - even as Nsanzuwera's name . 
out that one of the reasons Nsanzu- joined the list of near-misses. 
weni missed out was having his el- , 
der brother,Aloys Nsabimana "It's ; THE TALKING POINT '. 
al)(;>ut yardage book, windinterpre- f Exposure Gap. The DPWorld 'lbur f 
tation, course management - not remains a different universe, While ' 
just s~~~" the SDT East Africa Swing, Equa- . 

Familiar scnpt tor Tour and Uganda's Pearl of Af-
Ns~wera's exit felt painfully rica GoIf Series are vital bridgeS, ;-: 

familiar. the region . i ... 

From South Africa-based Itonald , still lacks 
Rugumayo, who missed the cut on : week-in, 
debut before becoming Uganda's i week-out 
first to survive one in 2024, to US- . exposure 

fields. 
Nsanzuw­
era's two-un­
der exlt - good 
enough on any re- ' 
gional tour - underlined 
how brutally high the bar re­
mains. History suggests the 
curse only preaks on return ~ 
and ifpatterns hold, theRwan­
dan's best chapters may yet be 
ahead, 

Nearmlli&. 
Celestine 
Nsanzuwera 
reacts after 
another cruel 
break during his 
DP World Tour 
debut at Karen 
Country Club. 
PHOTO! 
COURTESY 
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BY GEORGE KATONGOLE 
'" 

Mult~_S.CthoQl~ Super Eight 
Selected results 
Kasawo SS O~O Kings 
Vision For Africa 0·1 Kings 
Kings 2·1 Dynamic 
Kings 2·0 Latifah 
Latifah 1·0 Vision for Africa 
Latifah 1·0 Kasawo SS -
Latifah 2·1 Dynamic 

KAMPALA. It may have been billed 
as a friendly pre-season tournament, 
but Mukono Kings treated it like a final ; 
rehearsal for bigger battles ahead. ' 

On Sunday, Kings edged two-time 
champions Latifah Mixed to lift the Mu­
kono Super 8 trophy, sending a strong 
statement ahead of the regional quali· 
fiers. 

Kings went into the final knowing on- : 
ly victory against Latifah would secure i 

.. -~Ihe title, the only title they we~ miss- I 
ing in their cabin. Anything less would ' 
have handed the crown to their rivals. ; 
They responded with grit. , 

After a-cagey first half in which Lati- , 
fah stood firm with a six-man defence,. ~ 
Kings turned up the pressure after the • 
break. Eric Wanyama finally broke the ; 

. . 

Kings roar back to claim :!"=~~~~~U; ' =~,:,:~:~:::=: 
the standings. Kings opened with a goaUess draw 

MlililTono Super o--cro;tlm HeadcoachShafiqMudholosaidthe • againsthostsKasawoSSbutrecovered 

tm . 0 Iff .1.1 tri~~~=~~:~~~=~IYto • ~It~~t~l~~th~:~~=~ 

Congs. Stephen Kitooke, chairperson ofthe Mukono District Secondary 
Schools Sports Association, hands the Mukono Super 8 trophy to Mukono 
Kings captain Sudik 8uluma. PHOTO/GEORGE KATONGOLE 

face in the regional play-offs and it's a . againstLatifali. 
good measure of our ~ We need to Latifah coach Tonny Katamba admit-

. fix a few things in the remaining two ted his side is in transition. 
! weeks and see that we qualify for the "We need reinforcement in goal-

nationals,"Mudholo noted. keeping and attack as key play-
For Mudholo, the warm- ers have since left us. We 

up is over. He is targeting haveidentified the players 
a place among the four we need. and should final-
teams that will represent ise before the qualifiers 
Mukono, Buikwe, Kayun- for the nationals begin in 
ga and Buvuma districts March, 'KatamQa said. 
at the national finals in The Mukono Super 8 • 
Lira this May. championship, launched 

Last year, Kings' journey in 2024 with just two 
ended in heartbreak. They schools,Dynamic and Latifah 
were disqualified before the finals Mixed,has steadily grown in stature. 
in Ngora over registration inconsisten- Latifah won the inaugural edition 
ciesinvolvingtheirskipperSUdikBulu- and retained it last year by beating .. ~ 
rna, an issue the school says has since , Kings in the final. 
been resolved. Saturday's victory there- ' Attention now shifts to the USSSA 
fore carried a sense of redemption. Elite Games slated for February 26 to 

Round-robin 
The eight-team tournament, reserved 

for last year's regional quarterfihalists, 
was reduced to five teams after St Jo­
seph's Naggalama, Mount St Henry's 
and one-time national' champions St 

March 1 atJananSS,Bombo,vfflerethe 
, top eight schools from last year'scham-

pionship will compete. it 

Th e National Boys' Football Finals 
will then run from May 10 to 20 at Lira 
Town College in Lira. 

f 


