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The i'nitiative was 
unveiled during the 
district's first-ever 
interfaith prayer 
breakfast. 

BY HILLARYTWINAMATSIKO 

Political and religious leaders in 
Sheema District have launched a 
joint campaign to end sectarian 
politics and promote reconcilia­

tion following wha~they desCr:ibed as a 
divisive 2026 General Elect::lon. 

The initiative was unveiled during 
the district's first-ever interfaith prayer 
breakfast held at Senevin Gardens in 
Kabwohe at the weekend. 

The gathering brouglJ.t together elect­
ed leaders, forma political actors and 
clergy from different denominations, 
all calling for unity and a renewed fo­
cus on service delivery and develop­
ment. 

The meeting followed a tense elector­
alseason reportedly marked by can­
didates appealing to voters along reli­
gious lines in a bid to secure sympathy 
votes - a trend leaders warned could 
undermine social cohesion and stall 
progi"ess in the district. 

The Sheema South MP-elect, Prof 
Ephraini Kamuntu, said political divi­
sions pose the greatest threat to the dis­
trict's socioeconomic transformation. 

"A house divided against itself can­
not stand. If the district gets divided be­
caus~ ·of politics,it won't develop," Prof 
Kamwitu said, noting that political 
competition naturally produces win­
ners and losers. 

"If there are six candidates, five will 
fail. Whoever does not want to become 
a failure should never join politics, be-

• cause politics and conflict are inher­
ent,"he added. 

He urged those who lost in the elec­
tions to rally behind the winners in the 
interest of unity and collective progress. 

"Nothing can fail the people of Shee­
rna because it has people of integrity. If 
we unite, more can be done by improv­
ing social and economic infrastruc­
ture,"he said. 

Prof Kamuntu added ~at leaders 
must now shift attention from cam­
paigns to fulfilling key government 
pledges,particularly infrastructure pro-
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Sheellla leaders in drive 
against sectarian politics 

. Veteran politicians Chris Rwakasiisi (with microphone) and Prof Ephraim Kamuntu (righf) together with religious 
readers during the prayer breakfast in Kabwohe Town, Sheema District, at the weekend. PHOTO/HILLARY 
TWINAMATSIKO ' 

jects promised by President Musev­
eni, including the Kabwohe-Rukungi­
ri and Kabwohe-Bwizlbwera roads. He 
srud delivery on suth commitments 
would not only boost connectivity but 
also strengthen public trust in leader­
ship. 

Mr Chris Rwakasiisi, who served in 
the government of Milton Obote and 
spent more than two decades in prison 
before receiving a presidential pardon 
in 2009, used the occasion to share a 
deeply personal testimony about over­
coming political resentment. _ 
"I was a prisoner on the cement, and 

Musevem was being praised with na­
tional anthems.and salutes. I hated 
him so much that I even had ,spare ha-

tred for him, like a spare tyre for a car," 
Mr Rwakasiisi said. 

He recounted how, during his incar­
ceration,he struggled to forgive Presi­
dent Museveni and only found peace 
after making a deliberate decision to 
pray for him and his family. . 

"My healing started when Musev­
eni began using my pardon as a pub­
lic symbol of mercy," he said, caution­
ing ne*ly elected leaders against al­
lowing grudges and ego to cloud their 
judgment . . 
_Reflecting on his time in high office, 
Mr Rwakasiisi warned leaders about 
hypocrisy and the dangers ofririsman­
aging success. 
"I enjoyed what these leaders are en-

joying today long ago, but I have learned 
that the most important thing for a poli­
tician is how to n;umage success,"he said. 
. Mr Joseph Mukasa, who lost the Shee­
rna Municipality parliamentary seat, 
criticised what he described as duplicity 
among some political actors. 

"There are political leaders who are 
with you during the day and turn 
against you in the night.! don'tlove such 
politicians because I always want lead­
ers who speak the truth," Mr Mukasa 
said. 

He urged politicians to abandon self­
ish ambitions and focus on serving the 
electorate rather than pursuing person­
al enrichment, arguing that leadership 
should be anchored in integrity and 

LOOKING BACK 

Sheerila District has previously 
experienced tension between 
political competition and 
religious identity, at times 
straining community relations. 
Carved out of Bushenyi in 2010, 
the large ly Christian district 
- with a significant Anglican 
ml\iority - witnessed religious 
undertones in the 2016 General 
Election. Candidates and their 
supporters were accused of 
mobilising voters along Anglican­

. Catholic lines, fuelling mistrust 
witHin congregations and the 
wider electorate. 

transparency. 
Rev Fr Venesio Nuwagiira, one of the or­

ganisers of the prayer breakfast, said the 
interfaith initiative was inspired by the 
belief that all people are created in the 
image of God and should work together 
regardless of religious or political lean­
ing. 

"We recognised that the just-conclud­
ed elections caused many people to col­
lide. We planned this event so that peo­
ple may unite, forgive one another, and 
live together as members of one ~ 
he said . 

Fr Nuwagiira noted that political divi­
sions had in some cases spilled over in­
to places of worship, creating tension 
among congregants. 

He appealed to leaders to set a tone of 
reconciliation that would trickle down to 
the grassroots. 

Organisers expres~ed optimism that 
the interfaith engagement would mark 
the beginning of sustained dialogue 
aimed at healing divisions, strengthen­
ing coexistence and redirecting public 
energy toward development priorities in . 
the post-election period. . ... 
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BY YOWERI KAGUTA 
& ALEX ASHABA 

KASESE, Parents and local leaders in 
Kasese District have raised 'alarm over 
a surge in suspected unsafe abortions 
following the discovery of about 10 
foetuses dumped at garbage sites and 
in drainage channels across the district. 

Residents link the trend to rising cases 
of teenage pregnancy, saying many 
girls who conceive shun antenatal 
care and Instead resort to abortion for 
fear of stigmii, parental reaction and 
community shame. 

A mini-survey conducted by this 
publication found reported cases in 
Kisinga Town Council, Kanyughunya 
Village in Kisinga Sub-county,Mahango, 
Kilimu-Katadoba Cell in Nyakabingo II 
Ward (Central Division), and Saluti A. 

Jane Biira (not her real name), 
admitted terminating a seven-month 
pregnancy and dumping the foetus in 
the Kamulikwj.zi drainage channel in 
Kisanga A Cell, Nyamwamba Division 
ofKasese Municipality. 

Biira, 30, said she was arrested and 
detained at Kasese Central Police 
Station for two days before being 
released.on police bond. 

Kasese leaders decry surgein unsafe abortions ' 
She told this publication that she was 

impregnated by a truck driver she met 
in Kasese Town last year. 

According to her account, the man 
had travelled from Kampala, and the 
two met for the first time and had 
sexual intercourse. A month later, she 
realised she was pregnant. 

"I am a mother of two children.Ifailed 
to take care of this pregnancy because I 
had no money. My firstborn is 16 years 
old, and the other is one-and-a-half 
years old. Each child has a different 
father,"she said. 

Mr Isaac Kalyabyuma, the parish 
chairperson f9r Nyakabingo IT Ward, 
said two foetuses were discovered in the 
Kihalimu-Katadoba drainage channel 
over the past three months. 

"The first foetus was discovered in 
November last year, and the second 
one early this month. We initially 
buried them here, but Central DiviSion 
leadership later exhumed the bodies 
and reburied them at the cemetery,"he 
said. ~ ~ 

He added that those responsible 
appear to be targeting a deeply dug 
drainage channel in the area to dispose 
of the foetuses. 

Officiais say teenage pregnancy 
remains a serious ana escalating health 
and social challenge in Kasese District, 
with rates reportedly higher than the 
national average. Data from the District 
Probation and Welfare Office indicates 

~ATIO AL OUTL09K 

National estimat~s suggest 
around 300,000 induced 
abortions OCcur in Uganda each 
year, translating to roughly 54 
abortions perl,OOO women 
~ed 15-49 - one of the highest · 
rates in the region. Most of 
these procedures are believed 
to be unsafe, carried out outside 
regulated medical settings. 

that Kasese is among the most affected ;. pregnancies. 
areas. • One 17-year-old said she aborted after 

Mr Ronald Kato,the Executive Director • discovering she was pregnant by a 
of Kasese Youth Link for Development, • fellow student who lacked the capacity 
said atleast five of the 10 caSes reported • to support her. 
in the past two months involved young . "I was scared to tell my parents 
girls, who were allegedly defiled. • because they are very strict. I feared they 

"I am still analysing the cases, but so • would chase me away from home or 
fur,five out of the 10 reported abortions • stop paying my schoolfees.I felt! had no 
involved girls who were defiled . • one to turn to,"she said. . 
We need to establish what exactly i An 18-year-old bar worker said she 
forced these girls to terrniiJ.ate their • used local herbs to terminate her 
pregnancies,"Mr Kato said. • pregnancy after fearing dismissal from 

Mr Danes Bwambale, a medical officer • work."My mother is a single parent and 
at Rukooki Hospital in Kasese Tqwn, • already struggling to feed us. I knew 
cautioned girls against unsafe abortion, • adding another baby would make 
warning of severe health risks. • life harder. I became desperate, and a 

"If abortion is not conducted by • workmateadvisedmetoabort,"shesaid. 
trained medical personnel, post- . The officer-in-charge of the Child and 
abortion care is critical. If not properly • Family Protection Unit at Rwenzori 
handled, complications such as sepsis • East Regional Headquarters, Ms Jane • 
can occur,"he said. . : Ngelese, said investigations have been 

Several teenage girls who spoke to this : launched to identify individuals aiding 
publication on condition of anonymity , illegal abortions. 
cited fear, stigma and lack of support as • ___________ _ 
the main reasonsfor terminating their • _, editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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