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Over 900 vendors register 
at Krunpala City Illarkets 

we discovered broken sewer pipes and 
blocked drainages. We have so far is­
sued 15 nuisance notices to proper­
ty owners to repair sewer systems un­
covered during the operation. Public 
health must come fust," he added. 

While discussions are ongoing regard­
ing the possibility of evening or Sunday 
markets, KCCA officials said such ar­
rangements cannot undemiine green 
spaces or disrupt traffic flow.' 

KCCA say~ their duty is 
to ensure public safety, 
sanitation and orderly 
trade. They say the eo­
forcement of the trade 
order is not arbitrary, 
but anchored in law. 

BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 

'A total of970 former street vendors 
have registered for market spac-
es following the ongoing enforce­
ment operation by the Kampa-

la Capital City Authority (KCCA), in a 
shift from street stalls to organised city 
markets in the capital. 

"We_are studying whether evening 
markets make sense and Sunday mar­
kets to be placed in the green spaces 
that we are clearing. The authority is 
still looking at the next step on that but 
there will be no return to disorder," he 
added . . 

However, the Uganda Law Society has 
urged caution in balancing enforce­
ment with citizens' livelihoods. While 
recognising KCCA's mandate, the soci­
ety emphasised the human and legal 
dimensions of evictions, questioning 
whether adequate safeguards exist for 
traders whose survival depends entire­
lyon informal trade. 

"Beyond policy directives and enforce­
ment, it is crucial to examine the legal, 
economic, and social implications of de­
cisions affecting thousands of citizens," 
said Mr Babu Ssali, the acting Secretary 
ofULS said. "How are their rights bal­
anced against urban order? What reme­
dies are available under the law?" Speaking during an address at the 

Uganda Law Society (ULS) yesterday, 
the KCCA spokesperson, Mr Daniel Nu­
wabine, said th~ registration marks 
significant progress in relocating trad­
ers from the streets into gazetted mar­
kets for formalised trade. 

"By close of business on yesterday 
(Wednesday), we had 970 new registra­
tions in our markets out of the 2,520' 
available slots," he said, adding that 
authorities are still compiling data on 
vendors who may have opted for pri­
vate markets or spaces outside Kampa­
la. However, Mr Nuwabine did not pro­
vide specifics of how many slots were 

Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) officials load remains of vendors on vehicles jn Kampala City on February 20. 
Over 900 vendors have. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA 

Mr Thaddeus Musoke Nagenda, the 
chairperson of National Entrepreneurs 
and Traders Association (NATE) said 
street vending persists due to high rents 
in arcades, insufficient st art-up capital, 
weak authority enforcement, and ex­
cessive taxes. 

tak.en in each market. ... 
KCCA defended its operation as con­

stitutionally grounded, citing article 
40 ofthe Constitution of the Repub­
lic of Uganda which guarantees every 

. person the right to engage in lawful 
economic activities, stating that: 

"Every person in Uganda has the 
right to practice his or her profession 
and to carry on any lawful occupation, 
trade or business. With account of laws 

....enacted by Parliament, to ensure safe 
and heaIthyworking conditions, equal 
pay for equal work, and reasonable 

working hours and holidays." 
The spokesperson said the author-

ity's mandate is further reinforced 
by the Kampala Capital City Author­
ity Act, the Public Health Act and the 
Physical Planning Act, which empow­
er KCCA to regulate trade, urban plan­
ning, sanitation and public order. 

"Our duty is to ensure public safe­
ty, sanitation and orderly trade. The 
enforcement of trade order is not ar­
bitrary; it is anchored in law. Kampa­
la's daytime population rises to about 
2.6 rllillion people from 1.S million at 
night, placing pressure on infrastruc­

. ture and public spaces where we must 
accommodate trade without-compro­
misingmobility and sanitation," he 

: said. 
: According to KCCA, prior to enforce­
: ment, assessments were conducted· 

across the city's 17 government-owned 
markets and 69 private markets to de­
termine available space. KCCA-man­
aged markets had a total of 2,520 va-
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•. The Uganda Law Society 
has urged caution in balancing 
enforcement with citizens' 
livelihoods . . 

While recognising KeeA's 
mandate, the society 
emphasised the human and 
legal dimensions of evictions, 
questioning whether adequate 
safeguards exist for traders 
whose survival depends entirely 
on informal trade. 

"Many traders turn to street vend­
cant slots, and additional capacity in ing because formal markets are expen­
neighbouring municipalities, which sive and start-up funds are scarce. The 

. collectively have nearly 1,9S0 stores. utility bills and ever escalating rent is 
Beyond physical relocation, Mr Nu- making the activity hard to get rid of," 

wabine noted that it has introduced he said. "Solutions should include us­
digital alternatives for affected traders ing connect markets on specific days, 
through its Global Trade Services Bu- equipping traders with entrepreneur­
reau to equip vendors with skills to sell ial skills, and creating government 
goods using mobile platforms. funds to help formalise their business-

"We are creating alternatives, indud- . es." . 
ing a free one-week online trading : Similarly, Issa Ssekitto of the Kampa­
course where people can learn skills to : la City Traders Association (Kacita)ar­
use their phones productively for busi- ' gued that the enforcement of trade or­
ness," he said. : ders is legal and necessary. "Chasing 

Mr Nuwabine linked street vending : vendors is not illegal. The government 
to sanitation risks, saying removal of : is not mandated to plan for street trad­
roadside stalls exposed blocked drain- ' ers, as no one planned for traders t6 
age channels and damaged sewer lines ' rent these shops," Mr Ssekitto said, sup-
previously concealed beneath tempo- . porting KCCA's relocation drive. 
rarystructures. ~ ______________________ ___ 

"When structures were removed, .: editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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BY MARTIN LUTHER OKETCH Finance raises 2026/2027 Budget to ShS78 trillion 
KAMPALA. The Ministry of Fi-

nance, Planning and Economic Devel- (11), (14) and (15) of the Public Finance 
opment has revised the resource enve- Management Act, Cap 171, and Regu­
lope for the Financial Year 2026/202710 lation 10 of the Public Finance Manage­
Shs7S.249 trillion, without altering the mentRegulations, 2016. 
priorities set out in the National Budget He explained that it provides direction 
Framework Paper. to accounting officers in preparing min-

The adjustment represents an increase isterial policy statements and detailed 
of ShsS.S5 trillion from the Shs69.399 revenue and expenditure estimates for 
trillion earlier communicated in the the 2026/27 financial year. 
First Budget Call Circular. "This circular aims at reinforcing tis-

In the Second Budget Call Circular . cal discipline, performance accounta­
(BCC), issued on February 13, 2026, on bility, alignment to growth drivers, and 
the fmalisation of ministerial policy reducing fragmentation of budget allo­
statements and detailed revenue and cations. Strict adherence to the Public 
expenditure estimates for FY2026/ 27, Finance Management Act, Cap 171, all 
the ministry guided all Accounting Of- . attendant regulations, and the direc­
Wers for central and local government . tives herein is non-negotiable without 
votes, as well as executive and manag- breach," MrGgoobi wrote. . 
ing directors of state-owned enterprises The circular notes that, following the 
and public corporations. adjustment of the resource envelope, 

The Permanent Secretary and Sec- the Medium-Term Expenditure Frame­
retary to the Treasury, Mr Ramathan ' work (MTEF) has been revised at vote 
Ggoabi,.said"the cin:ular..was.issued in ,lev{!l, ~~diture ceilings 
accora ance with Section 12 (1), (2), (3), f6rallcentralgovernmentvotes. 

., , "This circular aims 
at reinforcing fiscal 
discipline, perfor­
mance accountability, 

alignment to growth drivers, and 
reducing fragmentation of budget 
allocations,· r Ramathan Ggoobi, 
Pennanent Secretary and Secre­
tary to the Treasury 

Local Government Indicative Plan­
ning Figures (IPFs) have also been re­
vised and generated through the Online 
Transfer Information Mapagement Sys­
tem(OTIMS). 

In line with these changes, Mr Ggoo­
bi ~ accounting officers to revise 
their budget estimates in accordance 
with the updatedIPFs. 

"These are hard ceilings with no 
post-submission negotiations. You are 
required toexerciseallocativeefficiency 
to achieve maximum impact through 
efficient and strategic allocation of re-

sources,~ he stated. 
In accordance with Section 12 (3) of the 

Public Finance Management Act, Cap 
: 171, the Minister of Finance will pres-
• ent the draft budget estimates to Parlia­

ment by April 1. 
Mr Ggoobi instructed accounting of­

ficers to submit their draft estimates for 
FY2026/27 to the ministry by March 5, 
for review, consolidation and onward 
submission to cabinet and Parliament. 
Local government accounting officers 
must ensure their respective councils 
approve their budgets by the same date. 

He expressed concern that some ac­
counting officers continue to disregard 
deadlines in the budget process, delay­
ing analysis, finalisation and submis­
sion of the appropriation proposals to 
Parliament, which are considered vote 
byvote. 

He warned that all accounting officers 
.must comply strictly witb the.statutory . 
timelines in the Budget Process Calen-

dar for FY2026/27 to ensure timely com­
pletion of their budgets. Non-<:ompliant 
votes will face sanctions, induding sus­
pension of operations on the Integrated 
Financial Management System (IFMIS). • 

Accounting officers are required to 
submit draft revenue and expenditure 
estimates to the Ministry of Finance 
and the Equal Opportunities Cotnmis­
sion by March 5, 2026; ministerial policy 
statements"to Parliament by March 12, .. ~ 
2026; and performance contracts to the 
ministry by June 4,2026. . 

The theme for the 2026/27 budget is: 
"Full Monetisation of Uganda's Econo­
my-through Commercial Agriculture, 
IndustrialiSation, Services Expansion, 
Digital Transformation, and Market 1\c-
cess.~ 

The financial year will mark the sec­
ond year of implementing the Fourth 
National Development Plan, the first 
plan aimed,.at delivering the 2030 Agen­
da for Sustainable Development 


